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Th^s puipose of the following NarratiTe 
is to give a detailed and accuiiate account 
of certain remarkable inddents which took 
place in the Orkney Islands^ concerning 
which, the more iniperfect traditions and 
.mutilated records of the country only teU 
us. the following erroneous particulars : — 

In the month of January 1724r-5^ a ves- 
sel, called the Revenge, hearing twenty large 
guns, and s^x smaller, commanded hy John 
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U ADVERTISEMENT. 

Gow, or GoFFE, or Smith^ came to the 
Orkney Islands, and was discovered to be a 
pirate, by yarious acts of insolence and vil- 
lainy committed by the crew. These were 
for some time submitted to, the inhabitants 
of thes6 i^emote islands not possessing arms 
nor means of resistance ; and so bold was the 
Captain of these lianditti, that he not only 
came ashore, and gave dancing parties in the 
viHiige of Stemnnessybtit, before his real cha- 
racter was discover, engaged the atifections 
and reodived tiie troth-plight of a yotmg la- 
*dy,'po686S6edof some property. A'patriotic 
imdividod, James Fea, younger of Cles- 
tron, formed the plan of securing the bne- 
caneer, ii^hieh he efifeoted by a mixture of 
^H>unige and address, in consequence chiefly 
of Gow's vessel having gone on shore l^ear 
the harbour of Cal&ound, on the Island of 
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Eda, not far distant from a hoiue then in- 
habit^ by Mr Fea* In the various strata^ 
gems by whidi Mr.Fj^A.cQntriyed finally^ at 
the peril of his life, they being well armed 
and desperate, to make the whole pirates his 
pnsonen, he Was much aided by Mr JaMes 
LainG) the grsnd&ther of the late Mal- 
COI4M Laikg^ Esq. the acute and ing^i-> 
ons historian of Scotland during the 17th 
tentury; 

Gotr, and others of his crew, suffered by 
Sentence of the High Court of Admiralty, 
the punishment thdr crimes had long de-* 
deacveL He conducted himself with great 
audadty when before the Court; and, 
from an account of the matter, by an eye- 
witness, seems to have been subjected to some 
unusual severities, in order to compel him to 
plead. The words are these : ^' John Govt 
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woxQd net plead, f6r whidi he was brought 
to the bad*, and the Judge ordered that hitf 
thnmbis^ should be squeezed by two men^ 
with a' whip-cord, till it did break ; and then: 
it should be doubled^ till it did again breaks' 
fldfd then laid threefold, and that the execa-*' 
tioneris shouldpull with their whole strength ; 
whidb sentence 6ow endured with a great 
deal of boldness.'* The neit morning, (27th, 
May, 1725,) when he had seen the prepa-» 
rations for pressing him to death, his cou- 
rage gave way, and he told the Marshal of 
Court, that he would not have given so mudi 
trouble, had he been assured of not being 
hanged in chains. He was then tried, con- 
demned, and executed, with others of his 
crew.' ' 

It i£( said, that the lady whose afl^tions 
Gow-had eng^ed, went up to London to 
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see him before his death, and that, sttriying 
too late^ sh^^ had the courage to request a. 
sight of his dead body ; and then touchidg. 
the hand of the corpse, she formaUy resu- 
med the troth-plight which she had bestow- 
ed. Without going throi^h this ceremony,- 
she could not, according to the superstitiou 
of the country, have escaped a visit firom the 
ghost of her departed lover, in the event of 
her be^wing ,^ any liri.^ «ut«. tb» 
iaith which she had plighted to the dead/ 
This part of the legend m^y serve as a cu-* 
rious commentary on the beautiful tale of 
the fine Scottish ballad, which b^ns, 

" There came a ghost to Margaret's door," &c. 

The common account of this incident far-« 
thef bears^ that Mr Fea^ the spirited indi* 
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vidofd, by whose exertions 6ow*s career of 
iniquity was cat short, was so £ir fiom re- 
ceiving any reward frotn Govemment> that 
hecoidd not obtain ey en coantenance^Bough 
to prdtect him against ayariety of sham suits^ 
raised against Irim by Newgate soKcitors^ 
who acted in the name of GrOW, and others 
of the pirilte crew} and the yarions expences, 
vexatious prosecutions, and other leg^l con- 
sequences^ in which his gaUantry involved 
him, utterly ruined his fortune and his fii« 
mily ; making his memory a notaUe exam- 
ple to aU who shall in future take pirates 
on their own authority. 

It is to be supposed, for the honour of 

< •. 

6£0£GE the First's government, that the 
last circumstance, as well as the dates, and 
other particulars of the commonly recmed 



ADVSBTISBMSKT. TU 

story, axe inaccurate, since they will be found 
totally irrecondleable with the following ye- 
racious narrative^ compiled from materials 
to which he himself alone has had acoesc^ 
by 

The Author of Watebley. 



Ist Novembisr^ 1821* 
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CHAPTER I. 

Tbe slorm had oeaied its wintry row» 
Hoane dash the billows of the sea ; 

But who on Thole's desert shore, 
Criest Have I bom'd nj harp fer'tfaee^ 

Maciiiil. 

That Iohg» narrow, and irreguliar island, usual- 
ly called tbe Main-Land of Zetland, because 
it is by far thie largest of that Archipelago, ter- 
minates, as is well known to the mariners who 
navigate the stormy seas which surround die 
Thute of the ancients, in a cliff of tremendoufi^- 
height, entitled Sumburgh-Head> which presents 
its bare scalp and naked sides to the weight of a 
tretliendous surge, and forms the extreme point 
of ilie isle to the south-east. Thi^ lofty ]teo«. 
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montory is constantly exposed to the current 
of a strong and furioas tide, which setting in 
betwixt the Orkney and Zetland Islands, and 
running with force only inferior to that of the 
Pentland Frith, takes its name from the head- 
land we have mentioned, and is called the Roost 
of Sumburgh ; roost being the phrase assigned 
in these isles to currents of this description. 

On the land side, the promontory is covered 
with short grass, and slopes steeply down to a 
little isthmus, upon which the sea has en- 
croached in creeks, which, advancing from 
either side of the island, gradually work their 
way forward, and seem as if in a short time 
they would form a junction, and altogether in- 
sulate Sumburgh-Head, when what .is now a 
cape, will become a lonely mountain islet, se- 
vered from the main-land, of which it is at 
present the terminating extremity. 

Man, however, had in former days considered 
this as a remote or unlikely event; for a Nor- 
wegian chief of other times, or, as other accounts 
said, and as the name of Jarlshof seemed to imply, 
an ancient Earl of the Orkneys, had selected this 
neck of land as the place for establishing a man- 
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sion-house. It has been long entirely deserted, 
and the vestiges can only be discerned with diffi- 
culty ; for the loose sand^ borne on the temples- 
taous gales of these stormy regions^ has over- 
-blown, and almost buried the ruins of the build- 
ings ; but in the end of the serenteenth centuryy 
a part of the Earl's mansion was still entire and 
inhabitable; It was a rude building of rough 
stone, with nothing about it to gratify the eye, 
or to excite the imagination;— a lai^e old- 
fashioned house, with a very steep roof, covered 
with flags composed of grey sandstone/would 
perhaps convey the best idea of the place to a 
modem reader. The windows were few, were 
very small in size, and were distributed up and 
down the building with utter contempt of regu- 
larity. Against the main building had rested, 
in former times, certain smaller copaftments of 
the mansion-house, containing offices, or subor- 
dinate apartments, necessary for the accommo- 
dation of the EarFB retainers and menials. But 
these had become ruinous ; and the rafters had 
been taken down for fire-wood, or fof other pur- 
poses ; the walls had given way in many places ; 
and, tor complete the' devastation, th^ sand had 
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alisady drifted .tunoogal tise rains, and filled iip 
what had been once the obambers they coo- 
4amed, to the depth of two or three feet. 

Amid this desolation, the inhabitants of Jaris- 
ItoF had cantnired, by constant labour and at- 
tention, to keep in order a few roods of land, 
whidi had been enclosed as a garden^ and whidi, 
.sheltered by the walls of the house itself, froln the 
relentless searblast, produced JBuch vegetahlaB 
as the chmate could bring forth, or rather as the 
.sea*gale wouldpermit to grow ; fcff these islands 
experience even less of tberigourjoi* cold.thanis 
encountered on the mainland of Scotland ; bnf , 
omsheltered by a wall of some sort or other, it is 
.scarce possiUe to raise* even the most.ocdmaiy 
cidiBaiy xegetaUes ^ jand as for dtfobs or.tneeB, 
th^y^are «itbely out of the j^nestion, such is the 
force of the sweeping sea-^blast. 

At a shoitdisteace from the mansiori, andnear 
to thesea^beacfa,just where the cceekfi»ms«s<sst 
of imperfect haibour, in which lay. tiiriee or four 
fishing^hoats, Acre were a few moit wretched 
cottages for the inludNtaiits and ieoMits joi Ae 
.trams^ip of Jatl9|»tf>ivhp held tile, whole (tistdot 
of ihehmdlord uponsueh tszins as were iirtlM^ 
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^js09if9lky,gpiaoA^ to pciracmt of ibia deacr^p^ 
lion, and whicb» of course^ were hard enough* 
The landlord himself cesided upon an estate 
whidi he posaesaed in a more eligible situatioDy 
in a different part of the island, and seldom 
Yisited his possessions at Smnburgh*Head. He 
WBB an boneaty plain Zetland gentleman, some^ 
what passionate, the necessary result of being 
siurrounded by dependents; and somewhat OTer* 
eon¥i¥ial in his habits, the ^consequence, pcfp 
Imps, of having too much time at his di|qfK>sal; 
tmt&mk'^^fimpered, and geqeeous to his peofde, 
and kind .and hoapitabla to slirangera* He waa 
deacaaded also* of .aarold and nobld Norwegian 
fiimtty f a 'Ctrc^jmaitsttice which rendered ii^n 
4#ax^:to tb^ lower ocders,most of wboiviafn.of 

^bii^M^erM^;^ liirhite'the lairdai or pBDpsKtooit 
furegf n^f^y :pf ^i^pttiiAitsxtraelion, who, attbiai 
Mf ly peri^i w^^ ^rep: Mill oouaidered a^; sthmr 
g^m ly^ initrudm^/ MagliiiS' !DrQil/who dsf- 
4p^'hla;djGis^)ii'fr&m the ?ery Eiyrl who was 
liipp^§4^; to b«re foiMdMl Jaiidiof/waj( pecul^ 
IMrlyoftbiai^iiao^ 

73ii^rei«itin]»bilatit$ of Jath^of jiad^ aipec- 
mtitM, 4Hk s^KflMdr^eci^asicma; tbeijc]juli^e»nnd 
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good will of tbe proprietor of the territory. When 
Mr Mertouiiy such was the name of the present 
inhabitant of the old mansion, first arrived in 
Zetland, some years before the story commences^ 
he had received at the house of Mr Troil that 
warm and cordial hospitality fbr which the islands 
are distinguished. . No one asked him whence 
he came, where he was going, what was his 
purpose in visiting so remote a comer of the 
empire, .or what was likely to be the term of 
his stay. He arrived a perfect stranger, yet 
was instantly overpowered by a succession of 
invitations ; and in each house which he visited^ 
he found a home as long as he chose to accept 
it, and lived as one of the family, unnoticed and 
unnoticingy until he thought proper to remove 
to some other dwelling. This apparent indi£far- 
ence to the rank, character, and qualities of 
4heir guest, did not arise firom apathy on the 
part of his kind hosts, for the islanders had 
their full share of natural curiosity ; but their 
delicacy deemed it would be au: inbingemwt 
upon tbe laws of hospitality, to ask questions 
which their guest might have found it difficult 
or unpleasii^ to answer ; and instead of endea- 
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Touriiigy as is usual in other countries, to wring 
out of Mr Mertoun such communications as 
he might find it agreeable to withhold, the 
considerate Zetlanders contented themselves 
with eageriy gathering up such scraps of in- 
formation as could be collected in the courae 
of conversation. 

But the rock in an Arabian desert is not 
more reluctant to afford water, than Mr Basil 
Mertoun was niggard in imparting his confi- 
dence^ even incidentally; and certainly the 
politeness of the gentry of Thule was never 
put to a more severe task than when they felt 
that good-breeding enjoined them to abstain 
ftom inquiring into the situation of so myste- 
rious apersonage. 

All that was actually known of him was easily 
summed up. Mr Mertoun had come to Lerwick, 
then rising into some importance, but not yet 
acknowledged as the principal town of the 
island, in a Dutch vessel, accompanied only by 
fais son, a handsome boy of about fourteen years 
old. His own age might exceed forty. The 
Duteh skipper introduced him to some of the 
very good friends with whom he used to barter 
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gin aod gio^ibread for little Zetland bnlloekg^ 
Binoked geese, and stocking^e of lambs' wool ; 
and although Meinheer could only say^ that 
** Meinheer Mevtoan faab bay his bassage like 
one gendemans, and hab given a Kreitz-doUar 
beside to the crew/' this introduction secYed to 
establish the Dutchman's passenger in a respect* 
able circle of acquaintanceB, which gradually 
enlarged as it appeared that the stranger was a 
man of considerable acquirements. 

This discovery was made as it wertperfones 
for Mertoun was as unwilling to speak upoa 
general subjects, as upon his own affiiiirs. But 
he was sometimes led into discussions, which 
showed, as it were inipite of himadtf, the Jichoiar 
and the man of the world ; and, at other times, 
as if in requital of die hospitality which he ex* 
perienced, he seemed to compel himsdf» against 
his fixed nature, to enter into the society of those 
around him, especially when it assnmed the 
grave, melancholy, or satirical cast, which bei^ 
suited the temper of liis own mmd. UpQii.^«dli 
occasions, the Zetlaxukm were uiii¥efaall|r jof 
opinion that he must have had a^ exeettmt 
education, neglected only in one. strlkiQg^ pa^- 
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jdcQlftf, namely, tbat Mr MertouQ sc^oe kneif 
the stem of a ship from the stem ; and ia th^ 
management of a boat, a cow could not be more 
ignorant. It seemed astonishing such gross 
ignorance of the most necessary art of life (iii 
the Zetland Isles at least), should subsist alo^g 
srith his accomplishmejoute in other respects^ 
but fio it was. 

Unless called forth in the manner we have 
mentioned, the habits of Basil Mertoun were 
retired and gloomy. From loud mirth he in- 
fliandy fled ; and even the moderated cheerfuir 
ness of a friendly party had the invariable effect 
of.throwing him into deep^ dejection than eye^ 
bis usual deme^uaour indicated. 

Wonnen are «J.ways particularly desirous of 
invjestigaiing my4teiy , and of alleviating melan- 
idboJ^, especially when ^c^e circumstances ai^ 
united in s^bandaQVftetnan about the prime of 
}ife. It is jpcissifale, therefore^ that amongst the 
fairrhais^ and Unen&^ed daughters of Thule 
this mysterious smd pensive stranger might have 
found some one to take upon herself the task of 
consolation, bad be shown any willingness to ac- 
cept such kimfty. offices ; but, far from doing so^ 
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he seemed even to shun the presence of the sex, 
to which in our distresses, whether of mind or 
body, we generally apply for pity and comfort. 

To these peculiarities Mr Mertoun added an- 
other, which was particularly disagreeable to his 
host and principal patron, Magnus Troil. This 
magnate of Zetland, descended by the father's 
side, as we have already said, from an ancient 
Norwegian family by the marriage of its repre- 
sentative with a Danish lady, held the devout 
opinion that a cup of Geneva or Nantz was spe- 
cific against all cares and afflictions whatsoever. 
These were remedies to which Mr Mertoun 
never applied ; his drink was water, and water 
alone, and no persuasion or entreaties could in- 
duce him to taste any stronger beverage than vrss 
afforded by the pure spring. Now this Magnus 
Troil could not tolerate ; it was a defiance to die 
ancient northern laws of conviviality, which, for 
bis own part, he had so rigidly observed, that 
although he was wont to assert that he had never 
in his life gone to bed drunk (that is, in his 
own sense of the word), it would have been im- 
possible to prove that he had ever resigned him- 
self to slumber in a state of actual and absolute 
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sobriety. It may be therefore asked, what did 
this stranger bring into society to compensate 
the displeasure given by his austere and abstemi* 
ous habits ? He had^ in the first place, that man- 
ner and self-importance which mark a person 
of some consequence ; and although it was con- 
jectured that he could not be rich, yet it was 
certainly known by his expenditure that neither 
was he absolutely poor. He had, besides, some 
powers of conversation, when, as we have al- 
ready hinted, he chose to exert them ; and his 
misanthropy or aversion to the business and in- 
tercourse of ordinary life, was often expressed 
in an antithetical manner, which passed for wit, 
when better was not to be had. Above ail, 
Mr Mertoun's secret seemed impenetrable, and 
his presence had all the interest of a riddle, 
whiqh men love to read over and over, because 
they cannot find out the meaning of it. 

Notwithstanding these recommendations, 
Mertoun differed in so many material points 
from his host, that after he had been for some 

time a guest at his principal residence, Magnus 
Troil was agreeably surprised when, one evening 
after they had sat two hours in absolute silence, 
drinking brandy and water,— that is, Magnus' 
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drinking the alcohol, and Mertoun the el^nieilt, 
— the guest asked his best's pecttussioa' to oc- 
cupy, as his tenant, this deserted maiisicm of 
Jarlshof, at the extremity of the territory called 
Dnnrossness, and situated just beneath Sum*^ 
burgh-Head. " I shall be handsomely rid of 
him/' quoth Magnus to himself, '' and hisf kill- 
joy visage will never again stop the bottle in its- 
i^und. His departure will ruin me in lemons, 
however, for his mere look was quite sufficient 
to sour a whole ocean of punch/' 

Yet the kind-hearted 2^ander generously 
and disinterestedly remonstrated with Mr Mer- 
toun on the solitude and inconveniences to which 
he was about to subject himself* '' There were 
scarce/' he said, '^ even the most necessary arti- 
cles of furniture in the old house^there was no 
society within many miles— -for provisions, the 
principal article of food would be sour sillocks, 
and his only company gulls and gannets/' 

**My good friend/' replied Mertoun, '* if you 
could have named a circumstance which would 
render the residence more eligible tome than any 
other, it is that there would be neither human 
luxury nor human society near the place of my 
retreat; a shelter from the weather for my own 
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liead| and for the boy's, is all I seek for; so 
nacme your rent, Mr Troil, and let me be ytmr 
tenant at Jsfflshof/' 

'' Rent ?" answered the Zetlander ; ** why^ no 
great rent for an old bouse which no one has 
lived kir since my mother's time, God rest her; 
and as for shelter, the old walls are thick enongh^ 
jBmd will bear many a bang yet» But, Hearen 
love you, Mr Mertoun, think what you are pur* 
f>osing. For one of us to live at Jarlshof, wer^ 
a wild cTcheme enough ; but you, who are from 
&nbthet csountry, whether English, Scotch, or 
Irish, no one can tell"—— 

^* Nor does it greatly matter/' said Mertoun, 
Boimewhat abruptly. 

^ Not a herring's scale," answered the Laird ; 
*' only that I like you the better for being no 
Scot, as I trust you are not one. Hither ihey 
have cornel like Ae dack-geese— every cham'^ 
beilain has brought over a flock of his own 
name, and his own hatching, for what I know, 
and here they roost for ever — catch them re^ 
tunii^ to their own barren Highlands or Low- 
lands, when they have tasted our Zetland beef, 
and seen our bonny 'ooez and locks. No, sir," 
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(here Magnus proceeded with great animation, 
sipping from time to time the half-diluted spirit, 
which at the same time animated his resentment 
against the intruders^ and enabled him to endure 
the mortifying reflections which it suggested^ 
— ** No, sir, the ancient days and the genuine 
manners of these Islands are no more ; for our 
ancient possessors, — our Patersons, our Feas, 
our Schlagbrenners> our Yhiorbioms, have given 
place to Giffordsy Scotts, Mouats, men whose 
names bespeak them or their ancestors strangers 
to the soil which we the Troils have inhabited 
long before the days of Turf-Einar, who first 

• 

taught these Isles the mystery of burning peat for 
fuel, and who has been handed down to a grateful 
posterity by a name which records the discovery." 
This was a subject upon which the potentate of 
Jarlshof was usually very diffuse, and Mertovn 
saw him enter upon it with pleasure, because he 
knew he would not be called upon to contribute 
Ikny aid to the conversation, and might therefore 
indulge his own saturnine huBK>ur whUe the Nov^ 
wegian Zetlaxider declaimed on tlie change of 
times and inhabitants. But just as Magnus had 
iarrived at the melancholy conclusion, ^^ how pro- 
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bable it was, that in another century scarce a 
merk — scarce even an ure of land, would be in 
possession of the Norse inhabitants, the true 
Udallers* of Zetland," he recollected the cir- 
cumstances of his guest^ and stopped suddenly 
short. '' I do not say all this/' he added, inter- 
rupting himself, '' as if I were unwilling that 
you should settle on my estate, Mr Mertoun — 
but for Jarlshof — the place is a wild one — Come 
from where you wilUI warrant you will say, like 
other travellers, you came from a better climate 
than ours, for so say you all. And yet you 
think of a retreat which the very natives run 
away from. Will you not take your glass?" — 
(This was to be considered as interjectional, — 
''Then here's to you/' 

'* My good sir," answered Mertoun, '* I am 
indifferent to climate ; if there is but air enough 
to fill my lungs, I care not if it be the breath of 
Arabia or of Lapland." 



* The Udallers are the allodial possessors of Zetland, 
who hold their possessions under the old Norwegian law, 
instead -of the feudal tenures introduced among them from 
Scotland. 

VOL. I. B 
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^* Air enough you may have/* answered 
MagnuSy ''no lack of that — somewhat damp, 
stitmgers allege it to he, but we know a cor-^ 
rective for that — Here's to you, MrMertoun — 
you must learn to do so, and to smoke a pipe ; 
and then, as you say, you will find the air of 
Zetland equal to that of Arabia. But have yod 
seen Jarlshof ?" 

The stranger intimated he had not. 

'* Then/* replied Magnus, '* you have no idea 
ef your undertaking. If you think it a cMifort^ 
able roadstead like this, with the house situated 
on the side of an inland voe,* that brings the 
herrings up to your door, you are mistaken, my 
heart. At Jarlshof you will see nought but the 
wild waves tumbling on the bare rocks, and dxe 
R6ost of Sumburgh running at the rate of fifteen 
knots an hour/' 

'^ I shall see nothing at least of the current 
of human passions,*' replied Mertoun. 

'' You will hear nothing but the clanging and 
screaming of scarfs, sheer-waters, and sea-gulls, 
firom day-break till sun-set.^' 



* Salt-water lake* 



THE PIRATE. \9 

** I wffl compound, my friend,'* replied thie 
stranger^ " so that I do not hear the chaiMiii^ 
#f women's tongued." 

^' Ah," said the Noiteatt, ''that is beetttse ytrte 
bear just now my little Minn6 and Brendii i^og^ 
h^ itk the garden with your Motdaunt. Now, 1 
would rather listen to their little voices; tban^ 
the skylark which I once heard in OldlhtieMSy 
or the nightingkle that I hftve read bf<-*^ WhM 
will the girls do for want of their ]^aymftt<f 
Mordaunt?" 

'* They will shift for themselves," answered 
Mertoun; younger or elder they will find play- 
mates or dupes ; but the question is, Mr Troil, 
will you let to me, as your tenant, this old 
mansion of Jarlshof ?" 

'* Gladly, since you make it your option to 
live in a spot so desolate." 

'' And for the rent ?" continued Mertoun. 

" The rent ?" replied Magnus; " hum -*^ why, 
you must have the bit of plantie cruive, ^hich 
they once called a garden, and a right in the scat- 
hold, and a sixpenny merk of land, that the te- 
nants may fish for you ; — eight lisptmds of but- 
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t&r, and eight BhiUing8 sterling yearly^ is not 
too much Y* 

Mr Mertonn agreed to terms so. moderate, 
and from thenceforward resided chiefly at the 
solitary mansion which we have described in 
the beginning of this chapter, conforming not 
only vrithout complaint^ but^ as it seemed, with 
a sullen pleasure, to all the privations which so 
wild and desolate a situation necessarily im- 
posed on its inhabitant. 



i 
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CHAPTER II, 



.Tis not alooe die scene — the man^ Anwlmoy 

The man finds sympathies in these wild wastes, 

And TDQghly tnmbiing seas, which fairer viiews 

And smoother waves deny him. 

Ahcieni Drama. 



The few inhabitants of the townthip of Jarb* 
hof had at first heard with alarm that a person 
of rank superior to their own, was come to reside 
in the ruinous tenement which they still called 
the castle. In those days, (for the present times 
are greatly altered for the better,) the presence 
of a superior, in such a situation, was ahnoat 
certain to be attended with additional burthens, 
and exactions, for which, under one pretext oi" 
another, feudal customs ftimished a thousand 
apologies. By each of these, ^ part of the te-: 
nants^ bard won and precarious profits was di-: 
verted fbr the use of their powerful neighboup 
and superior, the tacksman as he was called. 
But the sub-tenants speedily found that no. 00-3 



pression of this kind was to be apprehended at 
the hands of Basil Mertoun. His own means^ 
whether large or small, were at least fdlly ade- 
quate to his expenses, which^ so far as regard- 
ed his habits of life, were of the most frugal 
description. The luxulies of a few books, and 
some philosophical instruments, with which he 
was supplied from London as occasion offered, 
seemed to indicate a degree of wealtti unusual 
in these islands ; but^ on the other hand, the 
table and the accommodations at Jarlshof 
did fiot.iesoeed what was mamtained by a Zet- 
laad |>Dopcietor of Aemoet inferior deaeiip^ 

tioii. 

The tenants of the hamlet troubled tbem- 

felves very little about the quality of their su- 
perior, as soon as they found that their situa- 
tion was rather to be mended than rendered 
wojite by his presence; and once relieved from 
the apprehension of his tyrannizing over tbem^ 
they laid their heads together to make the mo^t 
of him by various petty tricks of overcharge 
and extortion, which for a while the stranger 
submitted to with the most philosophic indif-^ 
ference. An incident, however, occurred, which 
put his diaracter in -a new light, and effe^a% 
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checked all future efforts 'at extravagant in^o- 
tition. 

A dispu^ arose in the kitchen of the Castle 
foetwixtjan old govemante, who acted as house-r 
keeffsr to Mr Mertoun, and Sweyn Erickson, 
as good a Zetlander as ever rowed a boat to 
the A^7a/* fishing*: which dispute, as is usual 
in such cases, was maintained with such in- 
creasing heat and vocifieration as. to reajch the 
easts of the master, (as he was called,) who, se- 
cluded in a solitary turret, was deeply employ-, 
ed in examining the contents of a new package 
of books from London, which^ after long ex- 
pectation, had found its way to Hull, from 
thence by a whaling vessel to Lerwick, and s& 
to Jarlshof. With more than the usuaj thrijl 
of indignation which indolent people always 
feel when roused into action on sooie unplea* 
sant occasion, Mertoun descended to the scene 
of contest, and so suddenly, peremptorily, and 
strictly inquired into the cause of dispute, that 
the parties, notwitjistanding every evasion 



* t. e. The deep-sea fishing, in distinction 4o thiit which 
is practised along ^lore. 
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wbich they attempted, became unable to 
guise from him that their difference respected 
the several interests to which the honest go- 
vemante, and no less honest fisherman, were 
respectively entitled, in an overcharge of abont 
one hundred per cent, on a bargain of rock- 
cod, purchased by the former from the latter, 
for the use of the family at Jarlshof* 

When this- was fairly ascertained and con^ 
fessed, Mr Mertoun stood looking upon the 
culprits with eyes in which the utmost scorn 
seemed to contend with awakening passion. 
'^ Hark you, ye old hag/' said he at length to 
the housekeeper, ** avoid my house this in-? 
stant; and know that I dismiss you, not for 
being a liar, a thief, and an ungrateful quean, 
for these are qualities as proper to you as your 
n&me of woman, but for daring, in iny house, 
to scold above your breath. And for yeu, you 
rascal,- who. suppose you may cheat a stranger 
as you would JUnch* a whale, know that I am 
well acquainted with the» rights which^ by 



* The operation of slicing the blubber from the bones 
of the whale, is called, tecboically,^incAiiig. 
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delegation from your master, Magnus Troil^ I 
can exercise over you, if I will. Provoke me 
to a certain pitch, and you shall learn, to your 
cest^ I can break your rest as easily as you 
uan interrupt my leisure; I know the meaning 
of scat, and wattle, and kawkhen, and haga/ef, 
and every other exaction by which your lords, 
in anci^ht and modern days, have wrung your 
withers : nor is^ there one of you that shall not 
rue the day liiat you could not be content with 
robbing me of my money, but must also break 
in on my leisure with your atrocious northern 
clamour^ that rivals in discord the screaming of 
a flight of Arctic gulls/* 

Nothing better occuited to Sweyn, in answer 
to ti^ objurgation, than the preferring a humble 
request that his honour would be pleased to 
keep lite cod-fish ivithout payment, and say no 
more about the matter; but hy this time Mr 
Mertoun had worked up his passions into an 
ungovernable rage, and with one hand he 
threw the money at the fisherman's head, while 
with the other he pelted him opt of the apart- 
Tpaent with his own fish. 
• There was so much of appalling and tyrannic 



. 
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fury in the stranger's manner on this occasioii, 
that S weyn neither stopped to collect the mooey 
nor take back his commodity, but fled at a pre^ 
cipitate rate to the small hamlet, to tell his 
comrades, that if they provoked Master Mer*- 
toun any further, he would turn an absolute 
Pate Stuart* on their hand, and head and 
hang without either judgment or mercy. 

Hither also came the discarded housekeeper^ 
to consult with her neighbours and kindred^ 
(for she also was a native of the village,) what 
she should do to regain the desirable 8ituati<m 
from which she had been so suddenly expelled. 
The old Rauzellaar of the village, who had the 
voice most potential in the deliberations of the 
township, after hearing what had hi4>pened> 
pronounced that Sweyn Erickson had gone too 
far in raising the market upon Mr Martoon; 
and that whatever pretext the tacksman might 
assume for thus giving way to his anger, the 



* Meaning, probably, Patrick Stuart, Earl of Orkoeji, 
executed for tyranny and oppression practised on the in- 
habitants of these remote islands in the beginning of th€ 
seventeenth century. 
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real grievauoe muBt have been the charging the 
rock cod-iish at a penny instead of a halfpenny 
a^'piece ; he therefore exhorted all the commu- 
n\ty never to raise their exactions in future 
1>eyond the proportion of threepence upon the 
shilling, at which rate their master at the 
Castle could not reasonably be expected to 
grumble, since, as he was disposed to do them 
no harm, it was reasonable to think, that, in a 
nKMlerate way, he had no objection to do them 
good. '* And three upon twelve," said the 
experienced Rauzellaar, " is a decent and mo- 
derate profit, and will bring with it (jod's bless^ 
ing aad St. Ronald's." 

: Proceeding upon the /ar/^ thus 'judiciously 
recommended to them, the inhabitants of Jarls* 
hot cheated Mertoun in future only to the 
moderate extent of twenty-five per cent. ; a 
mte to which all nabobs, army-contractors, 
speculators in the funds, and others, whom re* 
cent and rapid success has enabled to settle in 
the country upon a great scale, ought to sub-, 
mit, as very reasonable treatment at the hand 
of their rustic neighbours. Mertoun at least 
$eemed of that opinion, for he gave himself na 
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further trouble on the subject of his household 
expenses. 

The conscript fathers of Jarlshof, having set- 
tled their own matters, took next under their 
consideration the case of Swertha, the banished 
matron who bad been expelled from the Castle, 
whom, as an experienced and useful ally, they 
were highly desirous to restore to her office of 
housekeeper, should that be found possible. 
But as their wisdom here failed them, Swertha, 
in despair, had recourse to the good offices of 
Mordaunt Mertoun, with whom she had ac- 
quired some favour by her knowledge in old 
Norwegian ballads, and dismal tales concerning 
the Trows or Drows (the dwarfs of the Scalds), 
with whom superstitious eld had peopled many 
a lonely cavern and brown dale in Dunrossness, 
as in every other district of Zetland. " Swer- 
tha," said the youth, " I can do but little for 
you, but you may do something for yourself. 
My father's passion resembles the fury of those 
ancient champions you sing songs about.*' 

" Ay, ay, fish of my heart," replied the old 
woman, with a pathetic whine; '' the Berserkars 
were champions who lived before the blessed 
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days of Saint Olaye, and who used to run like 
madmen on swords, and spears, and harpoons, 
and muskets, and snap them all into pieces as 
a finner would go through a herring-net, and 
then^ when the fury went off, were as weak 
and unstable as water." 

" That's the very thing, Swertha," said Mor- 
daunt. ** Now, my father never likes to think 
of his passion after it is over, and is so much 
of a Berserkar, that, let him be desperate as he 
will to-day, he will not care about it to-ixiorrow. 
Therefore, he has not filled up your place in this 
hpiiaehold.at the Castle, and not a mouthful of 
warm food has been dressed there since you 
went away» and not a morsel of bread baked, 
but we have lived just, upon whatever cold thing 
came to hand.. Now, Swertha, I will be your 
warrant, that if you go boldly up to the Castle, 
and eater upon the discbarge of your duties as 
usual, you will never hear a single word from 
.him,'* 

Sw^rlha hesitated at first to obey this bold 
counsel. She said, " to her thinking, Mr Mer- 
toun, when he was angry, looked more like a 
fiend than any Berserkar of them all ; that the 
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fire flashed fVom hte eyes, and the foam flew 
Irom bis lips; and that it would be a plam 
tempting of Providence to put herself again 
in such a venture/' 

But, on the encouragement which she re^ 
ceived from the son, she determined at length 
once more to &ce the parent; and, dressing 
herself in her ordinary household attire, for 
BO Mordaunt particularly recommended, she 
slipped into the Castle, and presently resuming 
the various and numerous occupations which 
devolved on her, seemed as deeply engaged in 
household cares as if she had never been out 
of office; 

The first day of her returh to her duty> SweN 
tha made no appearance in presence of btfr 
master, but trusted ihht, after his three day»' 
diet on cold meat, a hot dish, dressed with the 
best of her simple skill, might introduce her 
favourably to his recollection. When Mordaunt 
had reported that his father had taken no notice 
of this change of diet, and when she herself 
observed that, in pa8«ng and repasBing him oc 
easionally, her appearance produced no effect 
upon her singular master, she began to imagine 
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that the whole afiiur had escaped Mr Mertoun's 
memory. Neither was she convinced of the 
contrary^ pntil one ^Bgff^ when happening some-* 
what to elevate her tone in a dispute with the 
other maid- servant, her master, who at that 
time passed the place of contest, eyed her with 
a strong glance, and pronounced the single word^ 
rtmember, in a tone which taught Swertha the 
government of her tongue for many weeks after. 
I£ Mertoun was whimsical in his mode of 
governing his household, he seemed no less so 
in his plan of educating his son. He showed 
die youth but few symptoms of parental affec* 
tion ; yet, in his ordinary state of mind, the 
improvement of Mordaunt's education seemed 
lo be the utmost object of his life. He had 
both books and information sufficient to dis^ 
charge the task of tutor in the ordinary branches 
of knowledge ; and in this capacity was regular, 
tsBim, and strict, not to say severe, in exacting 
from his pupil the attention necessary for his 
profiting. But in the perusal of history, to 
which their attention was frequently turned, as 
•welk a« in the study of classic authors, thece 
often occurred facts or sentiments which pro^- 
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doced an instant effect upon Mertoun's mind^ 
and brought on him suddenly what Swertha» 
Sweyn^ and even Mordaunt, came to distingoisb 
by the name of his dark hour. He was aware, 
in the usual case, of its approach, and retreated 
to an inner apartment, into which he never per? 
mitted even Mordaunt to enter. Here he would 
abide in seclusion for days, and even weeks^ 
only coming out at uncertain times, to.takc^ 
such food as they had taken care to leave witbia 
his reach, which he used in wonderfuUy small 
quantities. At other times, and especially 
during the winter solstice, when, almost every 
person spends the time within doors in feasting 
and merriment, this, unhappy man would wrap 
himself in a darkn^oloured sea cloak, and wander 
out dong the stormy beach, or upon the d^Or 
late heath, indulging his own gloomy and wny-r 
ward reveries, under the inclement sky, the 
rather that he. was th.en most sure to wander, 
unencountered and unobserved. 

As Mordaunt grew older, he learned to note 
the particular signs which preceded these fits. of 
gloomy despopdency, and to direct such precaur 
tions as might insurehis unfortunate parentfrom 
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ill-tiined' interrupitlDh, (which had always t^ 
effect of 'driving him to furyO while, on th<; 
ccmtrary, full provision wall matde fox his sub- 
sistence. Mordauht perceived, that at such pe- 
riods the melancholyfit of his father was greatly 
pR^Iongedy if he chanced to present himself to 
hi&reyeffwhile thedark hour was. upon him. Out 
of respect^ therefore, to hisparent^ aci well as to 
indidge the love of active exercise and 6f amuse- 
ment natural to his period of life, Mordcnint 
used often altogether to^bsent himself iirom the 
maliai^i of JaHshofi and even from the district^ 
secure that his father^ if the dark hour|>assed 
aWay in his absence, would be little di^osed to 
inquirefaow his^ son had disposed of his leisure^ 
s6-faeinras i^ure he had not watched his own weak 
moments; that being the subject on which he 
entertained the utmost jealousy. 

At such times, therefore, all the sonrces of 
adrastoient which the country afforded, were 
open to the younger Mertoun, who, in these 
iiitl^rtate of his education, had an opportunity to 
give Ml scope to the energies of a bold, active, 
and dftring character. He was often engaged 

VOL. I. c 
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Unth the yoath of tHe hamlet' in tholsedespefafei 
sports to which the ** dreadful trade ofthe^am^ 
phire gatherer "is like a iF^alk \ipon level ground 
=^ often joined those midnight excursions np<m 
Ihe face of the giddy cliffs, to secure the 0gg9 
br the young of the sea-fowl ; and in tHese 
daring adventures displayed an address, and 
j>resence of mind, and activity, which, in one «o 
young, and not a native of the country, asto- 
nished the oldest fowlers. • •< 
' ' At other times, MordalintaccoinpamedSweym 
ttnd other fishermen in their- long and perilem 
expeditions to the distant and deep sea, learning 
xmder their direction the management of the 
•boat, in which they equal or erceed, perhaps, 
•any natives of the British empire. This exer^ke 
had charms for Mordaunt, independently of the 
fishing alone. • . 

At this time, the old Norwegian sagas^^ere 
'much remembered, and often rehearsed by the 
fishermen, who- still preserved amongst them- 
selves the ancient Norse tongue, which was the 
speech of their forefathers. In the dark romance 
of those Scahdinatian tales, lay much that was 



TH£;FtRAT|^. 36 

^ftptiyating to a yoathftil ospr ; and the' classic 
.talea of antiquity were rivalled at lea^t, if n(it 
.excelled, ia Mordaunt's opinion^ by the atrange 
legends of Berserkar, of Sea-kiDgs, of dwarftj^ 
giants, a&d soi^erers, which he heard from the 
^atiTeZetlaxiders. Often the scenes around hiin 
*irere assigned as the localities of the wild poems, 
.which, half recited, half chaunted, by voices as 
hoarse, if not so loud, as the waves over which 
Ifaey floated, pointed out the very bay on which 
they sailed as the scene of a bloody sea-fight, 
the (sc^arce-seen heap of stones that bristled over 
the projecting C2npe, as the dun or castle of some 
potent £arl or noted pirate ; the distant and sof 
litacy grey stone oti the lonely moor, as marking 
(he: grave of a hero ; the wild cavern, :up which 
.Ijfae sea' rolled in. heavy, broad, and unbroken 
|)illows; as the dwelling of some noted spr?* 
U§r6ss.. . '. 

' llie 'Ocean ajso had its mysteries, the effect of 
vrhich was aided by the dim twilight,, through 
which it was imperfectly seen for more, than half 
tlieyciar. Its bottomless depths and secret caves^. 
contained^ according to the account of Sweyn 
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and others, skilled in legendary lore, such won- 
ders as modem navigators reject wiA disdain. 
In the quiet moonlight bay, where the waves 
came rippling to the shore, upon abed of smoodi 
sand intermingled with shells, ihe mermaid was 
still seen to glide along the waters by moonlight, 
and» mingling her voice with the sighing breeze, 
was often beard to sing of subterranean wonders, 
or to chaunt prophecies of future events. The 
kraken, that hugest of living things, was still 
supposed to cumber the recesses of the Northern 
Ocean ; and often, when some fog- bank covered 
the sea at a distance, the eye of the experieQced 
boatmen saw the horns of the monstot>ns levia* 
than welking and waving amidst the wreaths of 
mist, and bore away with all press of oar and 
sail, lest the sudden suction, occasioned by the 
sinking of the monstrous mass to the bottom^ 
should drag within the grasp of its multifarious 
feelers his own frail skiff. The sea-snake was 
also known, which, arising out of the depths of 
ocean, stretches to the skies his enormous neck, 
covered with a mane like that of a war-horse, 
and with its broad glittering eyes^ raised mastr 



tjr. 
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liead higb^ looks out, as it seems, for plunder 
dr for victims. . 

Many prodigious stories of these marine mon- 
sters, and of many others lei^s known, were then 
universally received among the Zetlanders, 
whose descendants have not as yet by any means 
abandoned faith in them. 

Such legends are, indeed, every where cur^ 
rent amongst the vulgar; but the imagination 
is far more powerfully affected by them on the 
deep and dangerous seas of the north, amidst 
precipices and headlands, many hundred feet 
in height, — amid perilous straits, and currents^ 
and eddies, — long sunken reefs of rock, over 
which the vivid ocean foams and boils, — dark 
caverns, to whose extremities neither man nor 
skiff has ever ventured, — lonely, and often un- 
inhabited isles, -^ and occasionally the ruins of 
ancient northern fastnesses, dimly seen by the 
feeble light of the Arctic winter. To Mordaunt, 
who had much of rom&nce in his disposition, 
these superstitions formed a pleasing and inte« 
resting exercise of the imagination, while, half 
doubting, half inclined to believe, he listened 
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to the tales chaunted concerning these wpnders 
of nature, and creatures of credulous beiieF, 
told in the rude but energetic language of the 
ancient Scalds. 

But there wanted not softer and lighter 
amusements, that might seem better suited to 
Mordaunt's age, than the wild tales and rude 
exercises which we have already mentioned. 
The season of winter, when, from the shortness 
of the day-light, labour becomes impossible, is 
in Zetland the time of revel, feasting, and mer^ 
riment. Whatever the fisherman has been able 
to acquire during summer, was expended, and 
often wasted, in maintaining the mirth and hos- 
pitality of his hearth during this period; while 
the landholders and gentlemen of the island 
gave double loose to their conriyial and hos- 
pitable dispositions, thronged their houses with 
guests, and drove away the rigour of the sea- 
son with jest, glee, and song, the dance, and 
the wine-cup. 

Amid the revels of this merry, though rigoiS 
ous se^on, no youth added more spirit to the 
dfuice, : or glee to > the revel, than the young 
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stranger, McMrdaunt Mertpun. When his fa- 
ther's state. of mmd permitted, or indeed re- 
quired his absence, he wandered from house to 
house, a welcome guest wherever he came, ^xid 
lent his willing voice to the song, and his foot 
to the revel. A boat, or, if the , weather, as 
.^as often the case, permitted not that convex 
alienee, . one . of the numerous ponies, which^ 
straying i|i hordes about the extensive moors, 
^ay be said to be at any man's commandment^ 
.conveyed him from the mansion of on^ hospit- 
able Zetlander to that of another. None ex- 
<^M him in performing the warlike swordl 
idance, a species of amusement which had. beeQ 
4A^ived,from the habits of the ancient Norser 
^Qn< He .could play upon the gue, and upon 
jyti^ cogimpn violin^ the melancl^ply and pa^ 
^e^ipiHi^^s pepuliar to the country ; and with 
gr^eat spirit and execution could relieve their 
Iftpnptpny with the livelier airs of tl^e North pf 
^cptland. When a party set forth as maskers, 
gr^p^^tb^y are (galled in. Scotland,. gwifordf, to 
..visit ?o;jie. neighbpvring lai^4^ or riqli udaller, i^ 
^ijgmre^ welJ/Of tl^e expedition if Mprdai^J 
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Mertonn <>oidd be prierBilecl npoB to undertftl^ 
the office of skudter, or- leader of Ae btmd. 
Upon these occasions^ fiiU of fun and frolic^ he 
led his retinue from house to house, bringing 
mirth where he went, and leaving regret when 
hie departed. Mordannt beeame thus geneiiaUy 
known, and beloved as generally, through most 
•of the* houses composing the {mtriarchal com- 
ihuhity of the Maiii Isle ; but his vi^ts* were 
most frequently and most wiflingly paid at the 
mansion of his father's landlord and protector, 
Magnus TroQ. 

It was not entirely the hearty and sincere wel- 
come of the worthy old Magnate, nor the sense 
that he was in efiect his father's patron, which 
occasioned these frequent visits. The hand of 
welcome was indeed received as eagerly as it 
was sincerely given, while the ancient udaller, 
raising himself in his huge chair, whereof the 
inside was lined with well-dressed sealnskins, 
aiid the outside composed of massive oak, carved 
by the rude graving-tool of some Hambuigh 
carpenter, shouted forth his welcome in a tone 
which might have, in ancient times, hailed the 
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return of laul, the highest festival of the Goths. 
There was metal yet more attractive, and 
younger hearts, whose welcome, if less loud« 
was as sincere as that of the jolly udaller. But 
it is matter which ought not to be discussed at 
the conclusion of a chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

" O, Bessy Bell and itfary Gray, 

They were twa bonnie lasses; 
They big^d a bouse on yon bum-bmey 

And tbeekit it ower wi' rashes. 

Fair Bessie Bell I loo'ed yestreen. 

And thooght I ne'er could alter. 
But Mary Gray's twa pawky een 

Have garPd my courage faulter." 

SecUSoHg. 

We have already mentioned Minna and 
Brenda, the daughters of Magnus Troil. Th^ 
mother had been dead for many years, and 
they were now two beautiful girls^ the eldest 
only eighteen, which might be a year or two 
younger than Mordaunt Mertoun, the second 
about seventeen. — They were the joy of their 
father's heart, and the light of his old eyes 9 
and although indulged to a degree which might 
have endangered his comfort and their own^ 
they repaid his affection with a love, into which 
even blind indulgence had not introduced slight 
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^gard^ or feminine caprice. The difference of 
their tempers and of their complexions was sin<r 
gnlarly striking, although combined^ as is usual^ 
with a certain degree of family resemblance. 
^ The mother of these maidens hsid been a 
Scottish lady from the Highlands of Sutherr 
land^ the orphan of a noble chief^ who, driven 
from his own country during the feudd of the 
seventeenth century^ had found shelter in those 
peaceful islands, which,* amidst poverty and 
seclusiohy were thus far happy, that they re- 
mained unvexed by discord, and unstained by 
civil broil. The father (his name was Saint 
Clair,) pined for his native glen, his feudal 
tower, his clansmen, and his fallen authority^ 
and died not long after his arrival in Zetland. 
The beauty of his orphan daughter, despite 
her Scottish lineage, melted the stout heart of 
Magnus Troil. He sued and wais listened, ta, 
and she became his bride ; but dying in the 
fifth year of their union^ left him to mourn his 
brief period of domestic happiness. . . . 

From her mother, Minna ipherited the stately 
form arid dark eyes', the raven locks and finely 
pencilled-brows, which showed- she was>;onone 
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side at leasts a stranger to the blood of Thule. 
Her cheek, 

O call it fair, not pale, 

was SO slightly and delicately tinged with the 
rose, that m^y thought the lily had an undue 
proportion in her complexion. But in that 
predcHninance of the paler flower, there, was 
nothing sickly or languid ; it was the true na- 
tural complexion of health, and corresponded 
in a peculiar degree with features which seemed 
calculated to express a eontemplatiye and high^ 
minded character. When Minna Troil heard a 
tale of woe or of injustice, it was then her blood 
rushed to her cheeks, and showed plainly how 
wimn it beat, notwithstanding the generally 
serious, composed, and retiring disposition, 
which her countenance and demeanour seemed 
to exhibit. If strangers sometimes conceiyed 
that these fine features were clouded by melan- 
choly, for which her age and situation could 
scarce have- given occasion, they were soon 
satisfied^ upon further acquaintance, that the 
placid, mild quietude of her disposition, and 
the mentid energy of a character which was 
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but litde interested in ordinary and trivial og<- 
carrences, was the real cause of her gravity $ 
and most men, when they knew that her melan- 
choly had no ground in real sorrow, and was 
only the aspiration of a soul bent on more im* 
portant objects than those by which she was 
surrounded, might have wished her whatever 
could add to her happiness, but could scarce 
have desired that, graceful as she was in her 
natural and unaffected seriousnessi she should 
change that deportment for one more gay. In 
short, notwithstanding our wish to have avoided 
that hackneyed simile of an angel, we cannot 
avoid saying there was something in the serious 
beauty of her aspect, in the measured, yet grace* 
ful ease of her motions, in the music of her voice, 
and .the serene purity of her eye, that seemed 
as if Minna Troil belonged naturally to some 
higher and better sphere, and was cmly the 
chance visitant of a world that was scarce 
worthy of her. 

The scarce less beautiful, equally lovely, and 
equally innocent Brenda, was of a complexion 
as differing from her sister, as they differed in 
character, taste, and expression. Her profuse 
locks were of that paly brown which receives 
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from the passing. 8un*beam a tiQge of gold, bal 
jdarkens again when the ray has passed firom it* 
Her eye, her mouth, the beantifbl row of teeth; 
which, in her innocent yiracity, were frequently 
disclosed ; the fresh, yet hot too bright glow, of 
a healthy cbiKipIexion, tinging a skin like the 
drifted anow^ spoke her genuine ScandinaviaB 
descent. A fairy, form, less tall than that of 
Minna, but even more finely moulded into sym- 
iiietryr-r>a careless, and almost childish light- 
ness .of step— ran eye that seemed to loo>k on 
every object with pleasure, from a natural and 
serene cheerfulness of disposition, attracted 
even more general admiration than the chanoa. 
of her sister, though perhaps that which Minna, 
did excite, might be. of a more intense as. well 
as a more reverential character. 
^ The dispositions of these lovely sisters were 
not less.> different than their, complexions. In 
the. kindly: affections, neither, could be said U> 
excel the other, so much were they attached to 
flieir, father and to each, other. But the cheer- 
fulness of Brenda mixed itself with the every*> 
day business of life, and seemed inexhaustible, 
in its. profusion^ The liess. buoyajit spirit. qC 
her i sister, appeared to bring to, society a cU^-; 
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tenited wish to' be^inierested and pleased with 
^hat was going forward, but was rather pla> 
:cidly carried along with the stream of mirth 
aiid pleasure, than disposed to aid its progress 
by.any efforts of her own. She endured mirth; 
Tather than enjoyed it ; and the pleasures in 
which she most delighted, were those of a 
grayer and more solitary cast. The knowledge 
which is derived from books was beyond hejr 
jeach. Zetland afforded few opportunities, in 
4:hose days, pf studying the lessons bequeathed 

By dead men to their kind ; 

r . - » 

and Magnus Troil,^ such as we have described 
kim/was not a person within whose mansion the 
means of such knowledge was to be acquired. 
■But the book of nature was before Minna, that 
noblest of volumes, where we are ever called 
to wonder and to admire, even when we cannot 
•understand. The plants of those wild regions, 
the shells on the shores, and the long list of 
feathered, clans which haunt their cliffs, and 
eyries, were as well known to Minna Trojl, as 
•to. the most experienced of the fowlers. .Her 
.'powers of observation were wonderful, and little 
interhipted by other tone's of feeling. "The in- 
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formation which she aoqnixed by habits ttfpiitiesit 
attention, were indelibly rivetted in a natmaliy 
powerful memory. She had also a high feeling 
for the solitary and melancholy grandenr of the 
scenes in which she was placed. The ocean^ ia 
all its varied forms of sublimity andterror— *the 
tremendous clifis that resound to the ceaseless 
roar of the billows, and the clang of the sea-ffixwl, 
had for Minna a charm in almost every state in 
which the changing seasons iexhibited them. 
With the enthusiastic feelings proper to the ro- 
mantic race from which her mother descended, 
the love of natural objects was to her a passion 
capable of not only occupying, but.at times of 
agitating her mind. Scenes upon which her 
sister looked with a sense of transient awe or 
emotion, which vaniriied on her return from 
witnessing tiiem, continued long to fill Minna's 
imagination, not only in solitude, and in the 
silence of die night, but in die hours of society. 
So that sometimes when she sat like, a beao- 
tiftd statae, a present member of the domestic 
circle, her thoughts were &r absent, wandering 
on the wild sea-shore, and cunongst the yet wild- 
er mountains of her native isles. And yet, when 
recalled to conversation, and mingling m it witli 
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interest, there were fewto whom her friends were 
more indebted for enhancing its enjoyments; 
and^ although somethings in her msumers claim- 
ed deference- (notwithstanding her early youth) 
as well as affection, even her gay, Iwely, and 
liable sister was not more generally beloTecl 
than the mors retired and pensive Minna. 

Indeed; the. two lovely sisters were not only 
the delight of their friends, but Ae pride af 
tiiiose islands, where the inhabitants of a certain 
rank were lbnned> by the remoteness of fheir 
situation and the general hospitality of their 
habits, into one friendly community^ A wan- 
dering poet and parcel-musician, who, after 
going through various fortunes, had returned 
to end his days as he could in hi&native Islands, 
had celebrated the daughters of Magnus in a 
poem, which he entitled Night and Day ; and, 
in his description of Minna, might almost be 
thought to have anticipated, though only in a 
rude outline, the exouisite lines of Lord Byron, 

' '* She walks in beauty* like the ni^ht 
' Of cloudless climes and starry skies ; 
And all that's best of dark and bright 
Meet in her aspect and her eyes ; 
VOL'. I. D 
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f Thus mellow'd to tbat tender light 

Which beaveq to gaudy day denies**' 

Their fiidiec loved the maidens both so weU-^ 
that it might be difficult to say which he liked 
Jbest^ swing that, perchance, helored his gmiPiar 
damsel better ia the walk witboat dooiB, aa^ 
his meiry maiden better by the firenside : that 
he more desired the society of Minna when he 
was sad/ and that of Brenda .when he. waft 
:inirthfiii ; and, what was nearly the same; thin^ 
preferred Minna before noon, and Brenda after 
^e glass had ciiccdaled in the evening. 

But.it was still more extraordinary, that tfa^ 
tifieetions of Mordaimt Mertoun seemed to hor 
.yer with the same impartiality, as those of tbw 
.fadier betwixt the two lovely sisters. Prom^ bi^ 
boyhood, as we have noticed, he had b^n^a 
frequent inmate of the residence of Ma^us %t 

• 

Burgh-Westra, although it lay nearly twpaty 
miles distant from Jarlshof* The impassab^ 
character of the country betwixt Uiese plac^, 
extending over hills covered with loose mkd 
quaking bog, and frequently intersected by the 
creeks Or arms of the sea, which incident th^ 
island on either side, as well as by fresh-water ' 
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i^ilfieams aud lakes/ rendered the jourhey diffi^ 
dult, and eyeh dangerous, in the dark season ;> 
je^, as soon as the state of his father's mind; 
warned him tO' absent himself, Mordaniit, at 
every risk, and under every difficulty, was. 
{MCtty Bvtve to b^ found upon the next' day at 
fiiirgh-Westra, having achieved his jpnmey in; 
less tiine than would have been employed 'per-*' 
jiaps by the most active native. 
^ He was of course set down as a wooer of one* 
D^die daughters of Magnus, by the public of 
Zetland ^ and when the old udaller's groit parr 
l&dity to the youth was considered, iiobody. 
ddubted that he might aspire to the .hand of 
^cilber of those distinguished b^mties^-withJas' 
%rge a share of islets, rocky moorlandy ami 
%liore^fi^ings, as^ might be the^ fitting portioit 
of a ftivonred child, and with the prospect of 
{ICissesBing half the domains of the ancient 
hduse of Treil, ' when their present owner was 
ftd more.*^ This seeiped all a^ reasonable specur 
9a^on, knd, in theory at least, better cbiistmcted 
Aan many that are current through die 'world 
tis^ un^uesttonsible facts. But, alast ail that 
s^rpness of observation which cobld be ap^ 
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plied to the coDduci of the parties, feUed to 
delerfliiHe' tbe niaifi poiot, to which of the^ 
young penbnSy aamely, the attentions of Mot* 
daunt were pecuhaily' demoted. He seemed^ 
in generis, to treat them a& an aflfectioi^te and 
attached brother might hare treated two sis^ 
ters, so equally dear to him that a breath would 
\mwp turned the acalfe of affection. Of it, at a^y 
time, which often happened, the one maidea 
appeared die more especial object of his at- 
tention^ it seemed only to be because circumr 
stances called her peculiar tal^ats and dispcK 
aitiott into more particular and immediate 
exercise. 

They were^oth aeccMliplished in the simj^ 
nnsic of the north, and Mordaunt, who was 
their ai^istant» and sometimea their preceptor^ 
when they were practising this deligh^i} art^ 
might be now seen assisting Minna in the aor 
qnisitum of &ose wild, solemn^ and simple airs, 
to which Scalds and harpers sung of old the 
deeds of heroes, and pi^esently found equ$U^ 
active in teaching Brenda the more lively and 
eomplicated music, which their father's affec^- 
tiim caused to be brouj^t fir^uithe Snglish or 
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SeottiBh capital for the use of his daxigbteiB* 
And While ccmverfring with them^ Mordauiit^ 
^bo mingled a strain of deep and ardeqt entbu* 
diasm ^th the gay and ungoTemable gaiety of 
youth, was equally ready to enter into tiie wild 
and poetical visions of Minna, or into the Hyely^ 
and often humorous chat of her gayer sister. In 
short> 80 little did he seem to attach himsetf to 
^ther damsel exclusively, that be wjas some-* 
times heard to say^ that Minna never looked so 
lovely as when her light-hearted sister h.ad in- 
duced her, for the time, to forget her habitual 
gravity ; or Brenda so interesting as when sh^ 
sate listening, a subdued and affected partaker 
of the deep pathos of her sister Minna. 

The public were, therefore, to use the hunter's 
phrase, at fault in their farther conclusions, and 
could but determine, after long vacillating be- 
twixt the maidens, that Mordaunt was positively 
to marry one of them, but which could only be 
determined when his approaching manhood, 
or the interference of stout old Magnus, the 
father, should teach Master Mordaunt Mertoun 
to know his own mind. " It was a pretty thing, 
indeed," they usually concluded, " that he, no 
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natiye born, and possessed of no visible itieaui^ 
of subsistence that was known to any pnCx 
should presume to hesitate, or affect to has^e 
the power of selection and choice, betwixt the 
two most distinguished beauties of Zetland. If 
they were Magnus Troil, they would sOpn be at 
the bottom of the matter" — and so forth. AIL 
which remarks were only whispered, for the 
hasty disposition of ihe ndaller had too much 
of the old ISone fire about it to render it safe 
for any one to become an unauthorized inter-*; 
meddler with his family affairs ; and thus stood 
the relation of Mordaunt Mertoun to the family 
of Mr Troil of Bui^h-Westra, when the fol- 
lowing incidents took place. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

r • 

" Thb is no pilgrim'f nioniing — jon grey mist 
Lies upon hill, and' dale, and field, and foreA, 
Like the dun wimple of a new-made widow;. 
And, by my faith, although my heart be sofV, ' 
I'd lather hebr that widow weep and sigh^ ' 
And tell the virtues of the dear^eparted. 
Than, when the tempest sends hb voice abroad, 
Be subject to its fary;*' , 

, J%e Double NuftiaU, 

The spring was far advancedy when, after a 
week spent in sport and festivity at Burgh- 
Westra, Mordaunt Mertoun bade adieu to the' 
family, pleading the necessity of his return to 
Jarlshof. The proposal was combatted by the 
maidens, and more decidedly by Magnus him- 
self: He saw no occasion whatever for Mor- 

daunt returning to Jarlshof. If his father 

> 

desired to see him, which, by the way, Magnus 
did not believe, Mr Mertoun had only to throw 

' * - ' . . . • 

himself into the stern of Sweyn's boat, or 
betake himself to a poney, if be liked a land' 
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journey better, and he would see not only his 
son^ but twenty folks besides, who would be 
most happy to find that he had not lost the use 
of his tongue entirely during his long solitude ; 
'' although I must own," added Magnus, '' that 
when he lived amongst us, nobody ever made 
less use of it." 

Mor4aunt acquiesced both in what respected 
his father's taciturnity and his dislike to general 
society : but suggested, at the same time, that 
the first circumstance rendered his own imme- 
diate return more necessary, as he was the iasnal 
channel of communication betwixt his fitiher 
and others ; and that the second corroborated 
ihe same. necessity, since MrMertoun's havaog 
no other society whateyer^ seemed a weighty 
reason why bis son's ^hbidd be restored to him 
without loss of time. As to his father's coming 
to Bnrgh'Westra, ''they might as well," he 
Qaid, ** expect to see Sumburgh Cape come 
thiflier/' 

'* And^at would be a cumbrous guest/' said 
Magnus; ''but you will stop for our dinner- to- 
day? There. are the fieLmilies of Mnness, Quen- 
dale, Therelivoe, and I know hot whom eke are 
ei^pected; tmd> besides the thirty that were in 
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tibe boHse this blesaed dighi, we shaU have aa 
many more as chaoother and bower, and bam and 
boat-house, can fon^sh i^ith beds, or with barley* 
atraw^ and you will leave all this behind you I" 

^* And the blithe dance at night/' added 
Brenda, in a tone betwixt reproach and vexa- 
tion ; '^ and the young 'tiien from the Isle of 
Baba^at flire tO; daiioe the' sword-dance, whom 
shall we find to mstoh them, for the honour 
ofthe Main?" 

^' There is masy a merry dancer on the main- 
land, Bren^a,'" r^BpUed Mordaunt, '' even if I 
should never rise on tiptoe again. And where 
good dancers are fotmd^ Brenda Troil will al- 
witys find the best partner. I must trip it to- 
Bight through the Wastes of Dunrossness." 
' ^* Do not say so^ Mordaunt/^ said Minna,who, 
during this conversation, had been lookingfrom 
the window something anxiously; '' go not to- 
da(y at least, through the Wastes of Dunross- 



ness." 
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.And why not to-day, Minna," said Mor- 
daunt, Iftughing, '* any more than to-morrow T 
^* 0, the morning mist lies heavy upon yonder 
chain of isles, nor has it permitted us since day- 
break even a^iE^le glimpse of Fitful-Head, th^ 
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lofty cape that concludes yon splendid range of 
mountains. The fowl are winging their way to 
the shore, and the shell-drake seems^ througb 
the misty as large as the scarf. See, the vt^ 
shear-waters and bonxies are making to the cliff 
for shelter." 

'' And they -mil ride out a gale agaidsl ^a! 
king*8 frigate/' said her fklber ; *' there is foul 
weather when they cut and run.'' 

** Stay, then^ with us/' said Minna ; ** tlm' 
storm will be dreadful, yet it wiU be grand to see 
it from Burgh-Westra, if we have no friend er-^ 
posed to its fury. See, the air is dose and 
sultry, though the season is yet so early, and the' 
day so calm, that not a windel-straw mov^s on 
the heath. Stay with us, Mordaunt; the storift 
which these signs announce will be a dreadfiit 



one." 



** I must be gone the sooner," was the'ccfn- 
elusion of Mordaunt, who could not deny the* 
signs, which had not escaped his own quick- 
obseryation. " If the storm be too fierce^ I 
will abide for the night at Stourburgh." 

" What !" said Magnus ; *' will you leave us 
for the new ^chamberlain's new Scots tacksman, 
who is to teach all us Zetland savages new ways? 
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*fiike 3^oiir owagut, my tod, if that i» the song 

you sing/' 

^* Nay/' said Moidaiint ; <' I had only soiBie 
Mtiosity to see the new implements he hsm 
teottf^t/' 

** Ay, ay, ferlies make fools fain« I would 
Kke to know if his new plough will bear against 
&< Zetland rock?" answered Magnus. 

** I will pass Stourburgh on the journey," 
gatd the youth, deferring to his patron's preju- 
dice against innovation, '' if this boding Weather 
bring on tempest; but if it only break in rain, 
as is most probable, I am not likely to be melted 
in the wetting." 

^Mt will not soften into rain alone," said 
Minna ; " see how much heavier the clouds 
till every moment, and see these weather-gaws 
that streak the lead^coloured mass with partial 
gleams of faded red and purple/' 

'* I see them all," said Mordaunt ; " but they 
Qsdy tell me I have no time to tarry here. Adieu, 
Minna ; I will send you the eagle's feathers, if 
an eagle can be found on Fair-isle or Foulah* 
And fare thee well, ray pretty Brenda, and keep 
a diought for me> should the Paba men dance 
ever so well/' 
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^* Take cstre of yourself, waace go 3r(Mi wilV 
said both sisters^ together. 

Old Magnns scolded them formally for sup- 
posing there wa^ any danger to an aetiyeyoimg 
fellow from a spring gale, whether by sea or 
land ; yet ended by givmg has own oautioa riao^ 
to Mordannt^ advising him seriously to delay Uu^ 
journey, or at least to stop at Stooxburglw 
'^ For/' said be, '' second thoughts are beat; 
and as this Scotsman's bowf lies r^t undor 
your lee, why» take any port in a storm* But4o 
not be assured to find the door on latch, let the 
storm blow ever so hard ; there are such mat- 
ters as bolts and bars in Scotland, though, 
thanks to Saint Ronald, they are tmknown base, 
saye that great lock on the old Castle of Scat^^ 
loway, that all men run to see*^may be tb^ 
make part. of this man's improvements. Bat 
go, Mordaunt, since go you will. Y(m ahould 
drink a stirruprcup now, were you three years 
older, but boys should never djrink, expeptiiig 
after dinner ; I will drink it for you^ that good 
ouslams may not be broken, or bad luck G4^e 
of it. Here is your bonally, my lad/' And m 
saying, he quaffed a rumiftier glass of bmndy 
with as much impunity as if it had been Qprtng? 
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water. Thus r^etted and cautioned on all 
hands, Mordaunt took leave of the hospitable, 
household, and looking back at the comforts 
widi which it was surrounded, and the dense* 
smoke tiiat rolled upwards from its chimnies, he 
first reeoUected the guestless and solitary deso-: 
Itttion of Jarkhof, then compared with the sullen- 
and moody melanchdy-of his father's temper the 
warm kindness of those whom he was leaving, 
and could notrefrain from a sigh at the thoughts 
wfcic^ forced themselves oh his imagination^ 
~ The signs of the tempest did not dishonour> 
the predictions of Minna. Mordaunt had not 
advanced three hours upon his journey, before 
the wind, which had been so deadly still in the 
morning, began at first to wail and 8igh> as if 
bftmoamng beforehand the evils which it might 
perpetrate in its fury, like a madman in the 
gloomy state of dejection which precedes his fit 
9f triolenee ; iiben gradually increasing, the gale 
howled, raged, and n^red', with the full fury of 
a northern storm. It was accompanied by 
showers of rain mixed with bail, which were 
dashed with the most unrelenting rage against 
the hflla and rocks with which the Uaveller was 
sunonnded, dtstraeting his attention* in spite of 
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his uttermosi exertions, aid renderh^ it r^tyt 
difficult for him to keep the direction of hhi 
joamey in a country where is neither road, nor 
even the slightest track to direct the steJMS of the 
wanderer, and where he is often interrupted by. 
large pools of water, lakes, and lagoons* All 
idiese inland waters were now lashed into sheets 
of tumbling foam, much of which, carried off by 
the fury of the whirlwind, was mingled with thte 
gale, and transported far from the waves- of 
which they had lately made a part ; while the 
salt relish of the drift which was pelted against 
his face, shewed Mordaunt that the spray of the 
more distant ocean, disturbed to frenzy by Ae 
storm, was mingled with that of the inland'lakes 
and streams. 

* Amidst this hideous combustion of ihe el'b^ 
ments, Mordaunt Mertoun struggled forward aa 
one to whom such elemental war was famitiar, 
and who regarded the exertions which it neqiii^ed 
to withstand its fury, but as a mark of resohltioil 
and manhood. He felt even,, as happens usually 
to those who endure great hardshijps, that the 
exertion necessary to subdue them,' is in itselClt 
kind of elevating triumph. To see and didtin^ 
guish his path when the cattle were driven from 
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the hill»^ and the very fovls from the firmamenty 
was but the stronger proof of his own superiority, 
'/ They shall not hear of me at Burgh- Westra/' 
3aid he to himself, " as they heard of old doited 
^ngan Ewenson's boat, that foundered betwixt 
iqpad-stead and key. I am more of a crags-man 
th^n to mind fire or water, wave by sea, or quag- 
pire by land/' Thus he struggled on, buffet- 
iiig with the storm, supplying the want of the. 
Visual signs by which travellers directed their 
course, (for rock» mountain, and headland, were 
shrouded in mist and darkness,) by the instinc- 
Uve sagacity with which long acquaintance with 
these wilds had taught him to mark every miaute 
#bjieet which could serve in such circumstances 
to r^ulate his course. Thus, we repeat,.he strug- 
^ed onward,, occasionally standing still, or. even 
lyii^.down, when the gust was most impetuona; 
mci)&iog way against it when it was somewhat 
lotted^ by a rapid and bold advance even in its 
wery^ current ; or, when this was impossible, by a 
movement resembling that of a vessel working 
to windward.by short tacks, but never yielding 
one inch of the way which he had fought so hard 
to gain. 
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. Yet* n^withstandiiig Motdaniai's experience 
axxd refiolution, his BLtaattonwaasiiffidLiBimyuii^ 
C0ufortabIe> and even precarious; not befianse 
his sailor's jacket and trowsers, the coauaoia 
dress of young men through these isl^s when on 
a journey, were thoroi^hly wet, for that might 
have taken phkce within the same brief tuauvia 
anjtordinary day in this watery climate ; bbt the 
real danger was, that notwithstanding his utmost 
exertions, he made very slow way throughbrodcs 
that were iaending their waters alt abr oad^throog^ 
morasses drowmed in double deluges of nMMstnre^ 
which ruidered all the ordinary passes more than 
usually dangerous, and reputedly obliged the 
trayeller to perform a consideraUe circuit, wh^ 
in the usual case was unnecessary. Thus re- 
peatedly baffled, notwithstanding hia youth and 
strength, Mordaunt, after maintaining a d<^ged 
: oonffiict with wind, rain, and the fetigqe of a pro- 
longed journey , was truly happy, when^ not witib- 
.out having been moiethan (mcemistakenintet 
: road, he at length found himself within sight of 
Ihe house of Stourburgh,or Harfira^lor the names 
were indifferently given to the residence of Mr 
Triptolemus Yellowley,^ 
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tuotary of - tbe Chamberlain of Orkney and 
Zetlaiidi a speculative person/ who designed^ 
through the medium of Triptolemus, to intro- 
duce into the ultima Thule of the Romans a 
spirit of improvement, whith at that early 
period was scarce knowu to exist in Scotland 
itself. 

. At length, and with much difficulty, Mor- 
daunt reached the house of this worthy agri- 
culturistj the only refuge from the relentless 
storm which he could hope for several miles; 
wd going sttaight to the door, with the most 
imdoubting confidence of instant admission, he 
was not a litde suiprised to find it not merely 
latched, which the weather might excuse^ 
but even bolted, a thing which, as' Magnus 
Troll has already intimated, was almost un-« 
Imown in the Archipelago. To knock, to call, 
and finally to batter i3xfi door with staiBF and 
stones^ were the natural resources of the youth, 
who wa* rendered alike impatient by the pelting 
o£ the storm, and by the most unexpected and 
unusual obstacles to instant admission. As he 
was sufieiMy however, for many minutes to ex- 
hmst 1m im^iatieace in noise and clamour^ 

VOL. 1. E 



66 THE ipiltATE. 

wiHioiit receiving any mply» w® wiU ^ploy 
them in informing tile xead^r who Tfipi<de»iU 
Yellowley w^, and how he came by ^ name sb 
singtilar. 

'Old Mpet Yellowley, tile fttther of TVipHote* 
mii^, (though bom at tiie foot of Rosebefty^ 
Topping,) had been come over by a cetipd^li 
nWAe S^cottidh lEail, whd^^ {Noting too ftr n^tth 
fbr jOatthy Yoi^fthirtg, tad^^mttatM'MffijIo^ftc^ 
«#^t of a fadik ift tbe tf^amsj, wheit^ U-Hi;^«* 
necesSaify to add, tb^t h» ibuti^ ukailto^ iwy 
dififetent frOfia whi&t he ^xp^e^d. It V^&HiMli 
that tiie s^ut farmer k^ inadlRdfy to W^k, W 
ootm^eirtialance^ by 6npetior ikill, thfe ii&&i»fi^ 
meneeii a^itebg fmm a cold soil and a ii^^^j^A|^ 
elifoate, The^ianghtW^ebe^npf^bsri^oi^ 
come, biilf hii» tideighbdtirbddd to Hre GVfiitipk^ 
exposed him eternally to t^ 6\ied68 oJT^HiMi^ 
tion SRrom the plaid^ g^Mry who ^dW)$flKd wfA'^ 
in tb^ir skirts, which niftde y^^tiig Ncltdl % 
wariior and a hero, but Oiily coiiVln^d huSfm 
YeUorwtey into a poor mto. 'thw Wtts> fi^teed^ 
baUnced in Wine soft by the itiipression^t^Mifii 
Ms rtjddy <^heek a^ Jrobucrt f<)rm had th^ feiN 
tun^loinake upon Miss IB^tbltra ClftdciSiaey 
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^rf6 tlkfemnquhile, kai sister to the dien 
iteietinj^Ciinksoale of that ilk. 

Iflm wBjd tiboaght a horrid and unnattiral 
imioai iatfic ^neighbourhood, conaidering that 
A^'hbase of Clinkscale^had at least as great a 
t&are of Scottish pride as of Scottish paraimdnj^ 
«asd iif^sltapfy i^dowed with both. But Miss 
^&ine had her handsome fortune of two thou* 
aand meriis at her own disposal, was a woman of 
spirit' who ha4 been nuxfor and ni juris, (as the 
writer who drew the contract as^red her,) foi 
«!• twenty years; soiebesetcons^toncefiM 
eomiiie«laiies kltke at d^anc^, and wedded did 
liearty Y(^iAire ' j^mttti. Uer blxDther atid 
her more wealthy ki^smed drew otf in disgust^ 
a^d'aimost disowned -tiieir degraded relatiVe. 
Silt Hie honbe of ClinksCald ^ag idli^ (ySLi 
einery ofher Afliilyin Seodsi^ atth^ tiine) to fl 
aet 6f ^relations who ^ere hW so tiice — tenth 
and sixteenih cousins, who not <^]i!y ack^oW'^ 
led^ed their kinerwoman Babie after her mar^ 
tiage with Y^lbwley, but even condescended t4 
elit' beans and^ bacon (though the latter was 
then the ^faotafnation of the ^cots as -much as 
df the^ hsmi) wiil/h her tmiib«^/aiid4^tild wiH^ 
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inglybave cemented the friendship by borrow-* 
ing a little cash irom him^ had not his good 
lady (who understood trap as well as any wo^ 
man in the Meams) put a negative on this ad-« 
yance to intimacy. Indeed, she knew how to 
piake young Deelbelicket, old Dougald Bare-« 
swords the Laird of Bandybrawl, and others^ 
pay for the hospitality which she did not think 
proper to deny them, by rendering them useful 
in her negociations with the light-handed lada 
beyond the Caim^ who, finding their late ob- 
ject of ]dunder was now allied to '* kend folks^ 
and owned by them at kirk and market,'* he-* 
came satisfied, on a moderate yearly composi^ 
^on, to desist from their depredations. 

This eminent success reconciled Jasper to 
the dominion which his wife began to as- 
sume oyer him ; and which was much confirm^ 
ed by her proving to be — ^let me see — what ia 
the prettiest mode of expressing it? — ^in the fa- 
mily way. On this occasion, Mrs Yellowley 
hfid a remarkable dream, as is the usual prac-? 
lice of teeming mothers previous to the birth of 
nn illustrious offspring. She *^ was a-dreamed^'^ 
as her husband expressed it, that she was safely 
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delivered of a plougb, drawn by .three yoke of 
^ngus-ghire oxen ; and being a mighty inves- 
.tigator into such portents, she sate herself 
^dowu with her gossips, to consider what the 
,thing might mean. Honest Jaspei^ ventured, 
withmnch hesitation, to intimate his own opi- 
,juon, that the vision had reference rather to 
things past than things present, and might have 
tbeen oeca3ioned by his wife's nerves having 
J^en a litde startled by meeting in the loan 
.^bove the house his owii great plough with the 
jsix oxen, which were the pride of his heart* But 
the good cummers raised such a hue and cry 
against this exposition, that Jasper was fain to 
put his fingers in his ears, and to run out of the 
aparto^nt, 

*^ Hear to him," said an old whigamore car- 
line — ** hear to him, wi' his owsen, that are as 
AH idol to him, even as the calf of Bethel ! Na, 
^a^ts nae pleugh of the flesh that the bonnie 
lad bairn— for a lad it sail be— shaU e'er striddle 
tetween the stilts o'— its the pleugh of the spirit 
^ «r:and I trust, mysell to see him wag the head 
,;0' him, in ?t pu'pit;^ or, at the warst, op a hill- 
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** Now the deil's in your "whiggety/^ i«id liie 
old lady Olenprosing ; *' wad ym faae oiffir o«di» 
mei^B boimie bd-baim wag the iMad aff btk 
a&oilth«rs iake your ^odly MeiBS «hmiea OiMltrie^ 
thai ]re hald aach a daTering about t*-^ Na> nm^ 
be adi walk a moir siccar.pach^ aifd b& a dgial^ 
cunete— ^ond say he sboidd Irve to be »hiAo|^ 
mrhat the waor wad he be?*^ 

The ganndet thus fiuarly floog doim by 0tiB 
aybil/ wag catfgbt tip by aootiiet, aiadthe ^6tt- 
troirersy raged, loared^ or rafter ao^retifi^^ 4 
round of dnnaoKm-water aerying cmly like ofl 
to the flame, ^1 3nsp&t entered with die fileiigb- 
staif; aAd by tjie awe of bis ]>reeenee| and the 
e&ai&e of- aiiibehatii^g '' before the stranger 
man/' imposed some conditions of silenee apoii 
the dispatantsv 

I do iiot know whether it was itdpatience ti^ 
giTe to the light a being destined tojrach hig^ 
and doubtful htes, or whether poor Dame Yelr- 
lowley was rather frightened at the hurly-^burfy 
which had taken place in her presence, but she 
was taken suddenly ill; and, contrary to the 
formula in such cases used and provided, was 
soon reported to be *' a good deal worse than 
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vraatolb&exptGtedi.'' SI19 took the opportunity 
<iianig flM^U all Ibi^r witii aJbont ber> to e^i^ft 
fyom her iqmpaibbi^tic hu»bwad two pDOvniafti:; 
first) tbftt lite iv(HiM du'bteu; the ;ckild« wbotti 
birth wBm like to co&i her bo deari by tt oamse 
indseative of Ae viston with whioh she bitd 
lieeix'&«bju]^ed; apdnext^ that be would edo.'* 
Gate hipi for the inimBtry. The caojqr York* 
flhtmBaan, flmdung she had a good titlr at pre- 
eeat to dietftte in such motterB, nibficribed ia 
aUrshkMquired/ A maiiHsluId iv«^ aoeonlinglji^ 
boni tmdra: -^hese eoadi^afs, but flie siMe of 
the molber Aid not permit her for inaftj dayk 
io iaqiiim how fnx they bad been coEixpbid with;) 
Wh^^ebe was in soaae d^ree co^TalesQent, 
she mt^ snfiprstied, thattt n% it m^a: tbongbl; fi^ 
the child diould be imnediatdy cbftstesed, it 
had xepeived the vname of Tiiptelemtts ; thii 
Ossatey sdio was a ma^ of some elassieal skilly 
comieldttg that thiii epi^et ^ontaui^d a fadndw 
fBomA^mi ckasieal aUustoa iathe Tutiena^y^ 
plGflE^h,' with kst tr^ile yoke of oxmw MtsTeU 
hwdey cwios not much delighted with iheixnniis* 
aer ih wUoii heir risquaBt h«d be^ complied 
widif 'Jbotighuttblkig bping to as^KUlepttipoiie 
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aig in the cdelKrated case of Trifttmtn Shanfy; 
slie e'en sat down contented with the beathraisb 
name^ and endeavonred to connteractthe efiects 
it might produce upon the taste and feelings of 
the nominee, by sndi an education as nri^i 
pttt him above the slightest thought :.of sacks/ 
coulters, stilts, mould«boards, or any thing con* 
nectedwith the servile drudgery^ of the plouglu 
J^per, sage Yorkshireman, smiled slily in Ms 
sleeve, conceiving that young Trippie was likely 
to prove a chip of the old block, and woidd«ra«< 
iher take after the jolly Yorkshire yeoman, Una 
the gentle but 'somewhat ^igre blood of tbehdasd 
off CQihkiicale. He remaiked, with suppressed 
glee, that the tone which best answered tiie 
purpose of a laUaby was tbe *^ plougfaiBniili 
whilitle/' and the first words the inftnt leaiaed 
to stammer were the names of -the oxen; more* 
over, that the ^^ bem ^ preferred home-brewed 
Hie to Scotdi twopenny, and never quitted" hold 
of the tankard with so lAnch rductanda as wfaev 
there hbd been, by some tnanefeuvre of Jakperta 
own'deviee, a double straik of mait^allowed te 
flie brewing; -above that whidi was aanc|ioneit 
by the moett liberal feoipe, of whiel| hill d^me^ 
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boiuidbold thiift adtuitted* Besides thil^ when 
i|o otber means could be fallen upon to diveri 
an occasional fit of squalling/ his father 'ob-» 
feerred tbat Trip could be always silenced by 
jingUng a bridle at bis ear. From all whicfi 
symptoms, be used to swear in private, that th^- 
boy would prove true Yorkshire, and mother; 
and mother's kin/ would have small share of 
him. 

Meanwhile, and within a year after the birth 
ei Triptolemus, Mrs Ydlowley bore a daughter, 
named after herself Barbara, who, even in ear- 
Uasl infancy, exhibited the pinched nose and 
ibtn lipa by which the Clinkscale family wer^ 
di^inguished amongi^t the inhabitants of the 
l(leamB;and as her childhood advanced, the 
Midiness with which she seized, and the tena* 
Qtty wherewith, she detained, th^ playthings of 
9*ripto)ofifiiifty besides a desire to bite, pinch, 
tad scratch, on slight, or no provocation, were 
all considered by attentive observers as proofs 
ihafcMtss Baby would prove ^^ her mother over 
again*" Malicious people did not stick to say, 
that the acrimony of the Clinkscale blood had 
pot on ^iw occasion beep cooled and sweetened 
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byi th^uk of old' EnglaiidL; that yoBog IMflbfi? 
ficket waa wanh dhoat the lioiiM^ and tbqr 
eotild not bwb thmk it ^d tixot Mrs Ydtowl^ 
wbo^ as the whole w^rid knew, gaift n^^tfateg 
fbniathiiig;' should be so nxioommpviy attsHtiifii 
to heap the teencher, i^ to.Sl the c«ip, o£fia 
idleblaokgaardiie'er-*dd-i«BaI. Bat when foUw 
bad onoe looked wfon the Aolere aadi dmf^ikf . 
yirtoous countenance of Mcs YeUowley, ths^ 
did loll jt^ce to her propoefyiof coodMt» ud 
2>eiibelidufs delieajey of taste* '. . 

Meantime young Txiptol^niis hxmg ceoeiied 
aofih in&tnifiiiiSBS) aa thejdMte covld gire, ImAp 
(for thoii^ SiMne YeUo vley adh»ed to the par^ 
secuted lenpoiant, h«r joHy hnsbtnd, «dified by 
the black gown ^nd pmyer-bo^k^stitt eonfofmod 
to the chnroh as by law e«tiAli^bed») wa«^ inibie' 
prooeyiai of tim^> sent to Sakit Andffiwa toprqeat 
^ute hia fitudies* H^ v^nt» it ift tnte^.hot JwiHt. 
an eye tnimed baek with sad i^ememhiaiMea oa 
his fiithar'e pteiq^* h». fatiber's panoakea, and 
his father's ^e^ Ibr which the siaall beer oCtba . 
college^ commonly thei^ termed '' through ga 
nimUe/' fmni^diedji poor stAslitafte. YetJie. 
It4yd|i(>@d in bis learning, being found, howe^^^ 
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to shew a piorticular favour to auohaadion. of 
anlvqiiity as bad made the impravemeQi of the 
ml die direct of their researches. He endured 
tile Biieoliea oi Virgil — ^the Oeorgics he had by 
heaefe4.4Bit the iBneid he could not away with > 
anA.^he waa pariicalarly serere upon the cel«- 
brtttM line expredsing^ a chai^ of cavahy, 'be>- 
csMIt^ M he tmdetatood the wcurd jmirem,^ he 
opined t&at the e<Hnbatant8, in, 'tiieir inconsi'^ 
def^ite anbnr^ galloped over a new-manuned 
plonked field. C^rto, the Roman Censor, was 
bis "fevoarite among classical heroeis *and pboio*- 
so^ers, not tat aecoa^t of the strictness of his 
taonh, btit bieoaase of bis treatise, de Re Bus^ 
tkm, He had evet in bis mowCb the pbrase of 
C]<5efiH S^^ ^ mintm aiOepena CAtouL He 
tho^ht well of I^UacKos, stod of Tere»tius 
Varre, but'Colteaietta was bis pocket compa^ 
nidn. T<>>lAese anciunt worthies/ he added the 
more modem Tn^er, Hartlit>y and other writers 
on rural eednomica> n^t^ forgetting tbe lax3dlira^ 
tione^ of the "Shepherd of Salisbiilry Plain, and 

l' ' ll| l l« < ■ jl|l. «|, li^Mlll «^P-.^i» < III! I « *l» I ll«» ■■■< . 

' Quaidii]p«dfiniqtte putitm scliittt qoatit mtigcifiii oaflipmn. 



76 .XHK RIRATJJ. 

ftueh of the betfaer-infonDQd-I^hilpmtths, "whp^ 
instead of loading, their almanacks with Tain 
^predictions of political events, directed thie.^ 
tention of their readers to that course of cviJUiir 
vajiaonfrom which the prodiietloBkof igoc^- 1^1^ 
might he safely prc^dicled, and who^csr^lei^pf 
the rise and downfall of en^piires^ contej^yl 
themselves with pointing on;t.the fitcSioasqnato 
ieap 9iad bow, with a &ir guess at,ihe w.^a^tb^r 
.whiQh each, month wiU be liji^ely to prpqent; 
MB, for 6:aitnpl^> that if H^ven{deapes» we ^hall 
)^if&Bnow in January , an4 ^be. author wjJl ji^e 
his r^spotation that July proves, on the whole, a 
month of sunshine. Now, although the H^tor 
of &atnt Leonard's was greatly pleased in g<^ie- 
iral, with the quiet, laboiiousi and, studiaua b^t 
of Triptolemus YeUowleyj and deem^ him».in 
so Jar^ worthy of a name pf four syllables, 
i^hiE^ving a latiiii termination, y^^the r9li3hed.m>t» 
j^j.-Bny means, his exclusive attention. to. his 
favourite authors. It savoured of the eartht he 
said, if not of sojnethi&g worse, to haye a n^n's 
•vf^d always grovelling in mould, stercorated 
,Qj^, UQStercQ];ate4^,and h^ pointed out, but in 



Vkm, hUtdryl and poetry, and ditihity," as M>re 
elevating snbjeeta of oolcapation* Tripk>leiini$ 
Yellowley was obstinate in his own course : Of 
tbe battle of Pharsalia, he thGTught not as it 
afiected the freedom of the world, but dwelt on 
the rich crop which the Emathian fields were 
likely to prodac^ the next -season. In vema- 
calar poetry, Triptolenlus could scairce be pre- 
railed upon to read a single conplet, excepting 
oldTdsser, as aforesaid, whose Hundred Points 
of Good Husbandry he had got by heart ; and 
excepting also Piers Ploughman's Vision, 
which, chartned with the title, be bought with 
avidity from a packma^ but after reading the 
two first pages, flung it iilto the *re? as an im- 
^hdent and xnisnaiiied poIRical HbeU As to di- 
trinity, he summed that matter up by reminding 
Ms instructors, that to labour the earth and win 
his Bread with the toil of his body ahd sweat of 
his brow, was the lot imposed upon fallen man ; 
kiltf, for his part, he was resolvied to disbharge, 
to the best of his abilities, a task so obviously 
' necessary to existence, leaving others to specu- 
late as much as they would, upon the more 
recondite mysteries of theology. 
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With a spirit 'do n^ch .tmrrowed srtM litbitiid 
to tbe coticerns of mral life, ft mayhd AikAUA 
whether th<e proficiency of TripkiJetnus iii lekrA- 
ing^ or the iise hewftslike to ifi^&of liki^&csqtn^ 
bitions^ would have much gratifieitliAe ambitibias 
liope of his ilflfectkmate mother. It' is thie/iie 
expressed no rehi<ftMee to embrace the^rofeis^ 
sion of a clergyman^ which i^ted weH enough 
with the habitual per&otial inddlenc^ which 
sometimes attached to specuhitiTe di^posidons. 
He had views, to speak plainly/ ((- with they 
were pecitiliar to hims^f^) of cultivtiiitg die 
glebe six days in the w^eek, fPtsk^ng dti tfa^ 
seT^enth with due reguibrity, and ^ii&ig' %iA 
^ome fat'ftanklin oir conntry laird^ wi& wlicnti 
he cotld smoke a fife and -drink a tudfitii^ 
after dimier/ and mix in secret cofifefesfce ^a 
the exhanstless subjef^t, 

Qaid faciunt Isetas ^.egetes. 

Kb w> this plan, besides^ that it itf£eat^ notliteg 
<5f what was ^h called the robttof !&e mttttei^ 
impK<^d necessarily the possei^sioii^ta^toanBe^ 
aif)d the poissbssion t>f a manse iiiferfed-66il^ 
pliancfe % ith the dbctriM4 of prelatv. tofcuHieif 
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^iq^ftij^n^Off ibe time,- .T^bere .was SMie qa^^ 
t^PjOL liow, £ur mazi8e and glebe, stipend, ticlwl> 
«^ money, mi^t imve o!;it«balaiiced the g^od 
||dy^ .p^iqiaftitiOA to?rards Presbytety ; bt^ 
|i|fei:^£ee4 tnts not put to ao severe a trial Ste 
#ed, before h^r sou had completed his studiee^ 
\m9?f^ bier a^ct^ spetise just as di#obns0late 
tt.iff^ to be* 4xp^eted. The ^^ a^t* of i(>ld 
jhf^ff^B flf{t)dt?Med ^mtoistration was to recal 
bf^^sf^lQt ^opi Sainf^ Andrews, in order to ol^^taia 
favivaaeistaiice In his domestic labours. tA«A 
Mre itr^ii^t h^«e^beeQ>iippos6dl^^<;^r3)tf|^ 
toteaokjua, stM]«ionedt£>^<caxi^ itito ptactice >fn(bat 
b^bad^^so^fc^dly studied in theory, musst^fece 
p^^ ta ^ae «^ #dile which ibe ufould havf 
^fnight ti^ty^ Kke a ^coiw eintetmg upon, a 
(ilfffet f^k^ MkBy mstakep tbonghts, an4 

de^ekftilht^>^>^fmkdkiiid! . ' 

iftlaiftghtAgpbiiosopber, tiieDeoBoeritas dfonr 
^t^,df^^ns^1^dMtiiLh^A to aUUepiesced 
llj^ia p|WI*ft*^f^«»^«»* of wiicji has^^pi 
iiji5^fe^«afct!y to #Ut, builirliieh pins b^ii^ ^tacji 
talif*tily,%i>4^1th0at sj^leeti^p, chance 1^^» in*- 
e^it^bty/tolflle most avi^kwaf d mistakes. /^'Vpt; 
l^t^pftendo'Wc see^ t^ orat^f p^f)iiftt^l]y fiq^it 
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dudedfP^'' bow often^ I say, do we tee the roimd 
ttian stuck into the three-cornered hole?" This 
liew illustration of the vagaries of fortune set 
every one present into convulsions of laughter^ 
excepting one fat alderman^ who seemed to 
make the case his own, and insisted that it was 
no jesting matter«» To take up the sonilej 
however, which is an excellent one^ it is jiam 
that. Triptolemus Yellowley had been shakiW 
oiit of the bag at least a hundred years too 
soon. . If he had come on the stage in our own 
time, that is, if he had. flourished ^t any taoae 
within these thirty or forty years, he could not 
have missed to have held the office of vioer 
president of some eminent agricultural sociefy^ 
and to have transacted all the business thereol 
under the auspices of some noble duke or feid^ 
who, sis the matter might happen^ either koew^ 
or di4t uot know, the difference betwixt a hone 
and a cart, and a cart-horse* He could not have 
missed such preferment, for he was exceedio^y 
learned in all those particulars, which h&og of 
no consequence in actual practice, go of couita 
a great way to constitute the character of a con- 
noisseur in any art, but especially in agricidtofe. 
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Biit^Vallb! Tript6IemuB Yeliowley had, as we 
already iuEve hinted, come into the world at 
leiEist a "centary too soon '^ for, iiisteiid of sitting 
m aa arai'^chair,' with'a iohnner.'in bis ha^d^ 
and b biiix^iec of port befdre hito; giving fortfa 
Ite ioast|<-r^'' To bteeding» in all its btanohes/' 
bis fftfher planted him betwixt' the 'stilts of a 
j^bibgb, i&nd ihvited bim to guide the oxeni, on 
wlme beauties he would, in our day, have de- 
scanted, and whose rumps he would not have 
goad&d> but have carved. Old Jasper coni' 
j^ned, that although no one talked so well of 
c^moon and several, wheat and rape, fallow 
and lea, as his learned son, (whom he always 
ciflM Tolimus,) yet, " dang it," added the Se- 
insdi^ '^ notight thrives wi' uh —nought thrives 
W^wi*^ Ft was still worse, when Jasper, be-*' 
eoiiiMg frail and anciefat, was obliged, as bap- 
peneft'in thie course of a few years, gradually 
to yield up the reins of government to th^ 
axiactemicsd neophyte. 

* Ajb if 'Nature had- meant him a spite, he had 
gat one of the dourest and most' imtractable 
faraiB on th^ Mearns, to try cdncliidons withali 
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ft place which seemed to yield ^rery! thing bnl 
what the agricultarist wanted ; for there weret 
plenty of thistles, which indicates dry land ^ 
9ind store of fern, which is said to intimate deep' 
land ; and nettles, which shew where lime hath 
been applied ; and deep farrows in the most wa.^ 
Kkdy spots, which intimated that it had been 
cultivated in former days by the Peghts, aftp^ 
pular tradition bore. There was also plenty of 
stones to keep the ground warm^ according to 
the creed of some farmers, and great abundance 
of springs to render it cool and sappy, accord* 
ing to the theory of others. It was in yiim 
that, acting alternately on these opinions, poor 
Triptolemus endeavoured to avail himself of tile 
supposed capabilities of the soil. No kind of 
butter that might be churned could be made to 
stick upon his own bread, any noiore than mithlit 
of poor Tusser, whose Hundred Points of€hKi4 
Husbandry, so useful to others of his day^ wete 
never to himself worth as many pennies* 

In fact, excepting an hundred acres of infield, 
to which old Jasper had early seen the necesnly 
of limiting his labours, there was not a comer of 
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ibefaritt fit for aay thing but to break plough-^ 
graith^ and kill cattle. And then, as for the part 
which was really tilled with some profit^ the ex- 
jpeace of the farming establishment ofTriptole* 
0M8, and his disposition to experiment, soon.got 
sid of any good arising from the cultivation of it. 
^ The carles and the cart^avers,'' he confessed^ 
Hf'gik a sigh^ speaking of his farm-servants and 
Jior^es^ '^ make it all^ and the carles and cart* 
ftye^B eat it all;" a conclusion which might sun^ 
Uj^ the year-book of many a gentleman-*farmer. 
. Matters would have spon been brought to a 
close with Triptolemus in the present day. He 
i^pld have got a bank-credit, manoeuvred with 
)fiQd-bills« dashed out upon a large scale, and 
i^q^xi have seen his crc^ and stock sequestrated 
'J^y th;e Sheriff^ but in those days a man could 
;IK^ ruin himself so easily. The whole Scottisl^ 
tenantry stood upon the same level flat of po- 
veety^ QO that it was extremely difficult to find 
ttiy vant^e ground, by climbing up to which 
^;Xban might have an opportunity of actually 
breaking bis neck vnth some eclat. They were 
pretty much in the situatioQ of people, who. 
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being totally without credit^ may indeed unStr 
from indigence, but cannot possibly become 
bankrupt. Besides, notwithstanding the failure 
of Triptolemus's projects, there was to be ba^ 
lanced against the expenditure which they oc*^ 
casioned, all the savings which the extreme 
economy of his sistef Barbara could effect; and 
in truth her exertions were wonderfid. She 
might have realized, if any one could, the idei^ 
of the learned philosopher, who pronounced that 
sleeping was a fancy, and eating but a habit, 
and who appeared to the worid to have re* 
nounced both, until it was unhappily discovered 
that he had an intrigue with the cookHtnaid of 
the family, who indemnified him for his priva* 
tions by giving him private entree to thefaurder^ 
and to a share of her own couch* But no such 
deceptions were practised by Barbara Ydlow* 
ley. She was up early, and down late, and 
seemed, to her over-watched and over-tasked 
maidens, to be as wdkerife as the cat berseHl 
Then, for eating, it appeared that the air was a 
banquet to her, and she would fain have made 
it so to her retinue. Her brother, who beside* 
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being lazy in his person, w^s somewhat Hxxuri- 
ouB in his appetite, would willingly now and 
then baye tasted a mouthfiil of animal food, 
were it but to know how his sheep were fed off; 
but a proposal to eat a child could not hare 
starded Mispress Barbara more ; and> being of 
a compliant and easy disposition, Triptolemus 
reconciled himself to the necessity of a. perpe- 
tual Lent, too happy when he could get a scrap 
of butter to his oaten cake, or (as they lived 
on the banks of the Eske) escape the daily ne- 
cessity of eating salmon, whether in or out of 
season, six days out of the seven. 

But although Mrs Barbara brought faithfully 
to«tbe joint stock all savings which her awful 
p6wei« of economy accomplished to scrape to- 
gether, and although the dower of their mother 
was by degrees expended, or nefurly so, in aid- 
ing t)iein upon extreme occasions, the term at 
length approached when it seemed ii^po^sible 
tibat they could sustain the conflict any ^Icmger 
against the evil star of Triptolemus), as.be call^ed 
^hhni|eir> qr^e natifral res\ilt of hisaj^suxd 
sBecoUtions, a&. it w;as tennedi by ot^rs. 
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Luckily at this sad crisis, a god jumped dowrf 
to their relief out of a machine. In plain Eng- 
lish, the noble lord, who owned their farm, ar- 
rived at his mansion-house in their neighbour- 
hood, with his coach and six, and his running 
footmen, in the full splendour of the seven** 
teenth century. 

This person of qudity was the soil of the 

Nobleman who had brought the ancient Jaspet 

into the country from Yorkshire, and he was, 

like his father, a fanciful and scheming man. 

He had schemed well for himself, however, 

amid the mutations of the time, having obtained 

for a certain period of years, the administration 

of the remote islands of Orkney and Zetland, 

tor payment of a certain rent, with the right of 

making the most of whatever was the property 

or revenue of the crown in these districts, under 

the title of Lord Chamberlain. Now, his lord* 

ship had become possessed with a notion, in 

Itself a very true one, that much might be dode 

to render this grant available, by improving the 

culture of the crown lands> both in Orkney 

and Zetland ; and then, having some aequflimt* 
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wite with bur friend Triptolemus, he thought 
(rather less happily) that he might prove a 
perBOQ capable of furtliering his schemes. He 
sent for him to the great Hall-house^ and was 
so much edified by the way in which our friend 
laid down the law upon every given subject, 
that he lost no time in securing the co-opera^* 
Uon of 80 valuable an assistant. ' 

The terms were arranged much to th^ miad 
of Triptolemus, who had already been taught, 
by many years experience, a dark sort of notion, 
tiiat without undervaluing or doubting for a mo- 
ment his own skill, it would be quite as well that 
almost all the tipuble and risk should be at the 
expence of his employer. Indeed the hopes of 
advantage which he held but to his patron, were 
so considerable, that the Lord Chamberlain drop- 
ped every idea of admitting his dependent into 
any share of the expected profits; for, rude as 
the arts of agriculture were in Scotland, they 
were f«ur superior to those known and practised 
in the regions of Thule, and Triptolemus Yel- 
Ibwley conceited himself to be possessed of a 
degree of insight into these mysteries^ far supe** 
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iibr to what was possessed or practised in the 
Meanos. . Thie improvement, therefore, wlddi 
was to be expected^ would bear a. doubk pro- 
portion^ and the Lord Chamberlain was to reap 
^U the profit, deducting a hmdsome salary^for 
bis steward,.Yellowley, together widi the acoonir 
modation of a house and domestic farm, for 
the support of his family. Joy seized the heart 
of Mistress Barbara, at hearing this happy ter- 
mination of what threatened to be so very bad 
an affair as their lease of Cauldshouthers. 

** If we cannot/' she said, '^ provide for our 
own house, when all is coming iu, and nothing 
going oiity surely we must be worse than infi- 
dels." 

Triptolemus was a busy man for some iime^ 
huffing and puffing, and eating and drinking*!^ 
every change-house, while he ordered and col« 
lecled together proper implements of agricul-' 
ture, ta.be\i8ed by the natives of iheto devoted, 
islands, whose destinies were menaced wilb tim' 
fdrmidable changei; Strahgb tools these wdald) 
be, if presented before a m6deni agrieultsnil 
society; hut every thin^ ii^rehiiive^iikMr could 
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the heavy cart*load of timber^ caUed the old 
Scotch plough, seem more strange to a Scottish 
farmer of this present day, than the corslets and 
casques of the soldiers of Cortes might seem to 
a regiment of our soldiers. Yet the latfer con- 
quered Mexico, and undoubtedly the former 
would have been a splendid improvement on 
the state of agriculture in Thule. 

We have never bcfen able to learn why Trip- 
tolemus preferred fixing his residence in Zet- 
land, to becoming an inhabitant of the Orkneys. 
Perhaps he thought the inhabitants of the latter 
Archipelago the more simple and docile of the 
two kindred tribes ; or perhaps he preferred the 
situation of the house and farm, which he him- 
self was to occupy, (which was indeed a toler- 
able one,) as preferable to that which he had 
it in his power to have had upon Pomona, so 
the main island of the Orkneys is entitled. At 
Harfra, or, as it was sometimes called, Stour- 
Brugh, from the remains of a Pictish fort, which 
was almost close to the mansion-house, the fac- 
tor settled himself, in the plenitude of his au- 
thority, determined to honour the name he bore 
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by his exertions, in precept and example, to 
civiSze the Zetlanders, and improve their very 
confined knowledge in the primary arts of 
human life* 
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CHAPTER V. 

The wind blew keen frae north and east ; 

It blew upon the floor. 
Quo' our goodman to our goodwife, 

** Get op and bar the door/' 

" My hand is In my housewife skep, 

Goodman, as ye may see ; 
If it shoaldna be barr'd this hundred years. 

It's no be barred for me." 

Old Song, 

Wb can only hope that the gentle reader ha(i 
not found the latter part of the last chapter ex- 
tremely tedious ; but, at any rate» his impatience 
will scarce equal that of young Mordaunt Mer- 
toun» whoy while the lightning came flash after 
flash, while the wind, veering and shifting from 
point to point, blew with all the fury of a hur- 
ricahe^ and while the rain was dashed against 
him in delnges, stood hammering, calling, and 
roaring at the door of the old Place of Harfra, 
impatient for admittance, and at a loss to con- 
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ceire any position of existing circamstances^ 
which could occasion the exclusion of a stran-^ 
ger, especially during such horrible weather. 
At lengthy finding his noise and vocifera- 
tion were equally in vain, he fell back so far 
from the front of the house as was necesdary to 
enable him to recohnoitre the chimneys ; and 
amidst ** storm and shade/' could discover, to 
the increase of his dismay, that though noon, 
then the dinner hour of these islands, was now 
nearly arrived, there was no smoke proceeding 
from the tunnels of the vents to give any note 
of preparation within. 

Mordaunt's wrathful impatience was now 
changed into sympathy and alarm ; for so long 
accustomed to the Exuberant hospitality oi the 
"Zetland islands;%fe was unmediately induced to 
-svippo^e i»ome strange and.unaoconiiitable di^ 
ttst^^had b^fidlep the family, and ib^wi]tii set 
•himself to<dt60oters6meplace at whichlie could 
make foroible entry; in order to asoertain the 
Bitu^on of the ftmnuteB, £us sideb slsiio obtain 
Mih^Uier frmn. the «tiU incr&unfig stoi|m\' His pns- 
t0^nt>auxiety was, ho w^t er, as mibch^rowA fomf 
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as his late clamorous importoniti^ for admit- 
tance had been. Triptolemus andjtus sister had 
heard the whole alarm without, and had already 
had a ^arp dispute on the propriety of opening 
the door. 

Mrs Baby, as we have described her, was qo 
willing renderer of the rites of hospitality^ In 
their farm of Cauldshouthers^in the Mearns^ sh« 
had been the dread and abhorrence of all gab^Fr 
hmzie.men,and travelling packmen, gypsies^lpng 
remembered beggars, and so forth ; nor was there 
one of them so wily, as she used to boast, as could 
ever say they had heard the clink of her sneck* 
In Zetland, where the n^ w settlers were yet stran- 
gers to the extreme honesty and simplicity of all 
classes, suspicion and fejEurjoined with frugality in 
her desire to exclude all wandering guests of ui^ 
certain character ; and the second of these mo- 
tives had its effect on Triptolemus himself, who, 
though neither suspicious nor penurious, knew 
good pe6ple were scarce, good farmers scarcer, 
and bad a reasonable share of that wisdom which 
looks towards self-preservation as the first law of 
nature. These, hints may serve as a. commentery 



94 THE PIRATE. 

on die following dialogue which took plaoe be-i 
twixt the brother and sister. 

'' Now good be gracious to us/' said Triptole^ 
muSy as he sate thumbing his old schpol^^sopy of 
Virgil, *' here is a pure day for the bear seed ? — ► 
Well spoke the wise Mantuan — ventii mutgaUir 
bus — and then the groans of the moustaitts, and 
the long resounding diores — but wheie*a' the 
woods, Baby? tell me, I say, where we shall 
find the ntmorum murmur^ sister Baby, in these 
new seats of ours V^ 

^^ What's your fooUsh will V^ said Baby, pop^ 
ping her head from out of a dark recess in the 
kitchen, where she was busy about some name«- 
less deed of housewifery. 
• Her brother, who had addressed himself to hcnr 
more from habit than intention, no sooner saw 
her sharp red nose, keen grey eyes, with tin 
sharp features thereunto conforming, shaded by 
the flaps of the loose /ojrwhich depended on each 
side of her eager face, than he bethought him- 
self that his query was like to find little accept 
tation from her, and therefore stood aiiotfaer 
volley before he would resume the topic. 
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^ I say, Mr Yellowley/' said sister Baby, 
coming into the middle of the room^ '' what for 
are ye crying on me, and me in the midst of my 
housewife skep V* 

** Nay, for nothing at all. Baby," answered 
Tnptdemus, '^ saying that I was saying to my- 
self, that here we had the sea, and the wind, and 
Iherain sufficient enou^,bixt where's the wood? 
Where's the wood. Baby, answer me that?" 

*' The wood ?" answered Baby — ** Were I no 
to take better care of the wood than you, brother, 
there would soon be no more wood about the 
town than the barber's block that's on your 
own shoulders, Triptolemus. If ye be thinking 
of the wreck-wood that the callants bcought in 
yesterday, there was sixunces of itgaed to boil 
your parritch this morning ; though, I trow, a 
carefii' man ws^d have ta'en drammock, if break-* 
fast he behoyed to have, rather than waste baith 
taidftilh and! fuel in the same morning.'^ 

*^ That is to say. Baby," replied Triptolemus; 
n^o^wais somewhat of a dry joker in his way, 
^^/tfaat when we. have fire we are not to haye 
food,, and when we have food we are iiK>t to haye 
fire, these being too great blessings to enjoy both 
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io tke 8a,aie day. Oo6d luck^ yosi do not propbM 
we sh^d^f^i^ wifb cold- and sUurve. with iiim<^ 
g^ Mko,(oriMtu^ Biit to, tell you:tiie truth, 
I could never away with raw oUtined, slodkened 
with wditjer; in. alliny life* Ctdl ii.dtananddk/ or 
crowdiey or j^ist what ye hst^ my rirttk tomt 
thole fire and water." 

" The mair gowk yon," said Baby ; '* can ye 
not make your brose of the Sunday, and sup 
them eauld on the McHiday, since ye're sae 
dainty ? Mooy is the fairer face than yonm 
that has licked the lip after such a cogfu'." 

'' Mercy on us, sister !" said Triptolemns ; 
*' at this rate, it's a finished field with me — I 
must unyoke the pleugh,- and lie down to wait 
for the dead-thraw. Here is that in this house 
wad hold all Zetbnd in meal for a twelvemonth, 
and ye grudge a oo^' of warm- parritch to me, 
that has sic a> charge." 

*' Whisht'^ hold your silly davering tongae,'' 
said Baby^ looki^ xdund with apprehension — 
'^ ye are a wise man to speak of what is in the 
hoirae, and.a fitting man to have the charge of 
it. •^ Hark, as I live by bread, I hear a tapjping 
at lhe*putertyett/^' 
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** Go and open it then, Baby/' «aid iier bro- 
ther^ glad at any thing that promised tp inter- 
rupt the dispute. 

" Go- and open it, said he?*' «oho#d Baby, 
half angry, half frightened, and half triumphantji 
at the Superiority of her understanding over that 
of her brother — '* Go and open it, said you, in-p 
deed ? — is it to lend robbers a chance to take 
all that is in the house ?" 

'' Robbers !" echoed Triptolemus in his turn ; 
''there are no more robbers in this country than 
there are lambs at Youle. I tell you, as I have 
told you an hundred times, there are no High- 
landmen to harry us here. This is a land of 
quiet and honesty. Oforiunati nimium .'" 

*' And what good is Saint Rinian to do ye, 
Tolemus ?" said his sister, mistaking the quo- 
tation for a Catholic invocation. '* Besides, if 
Ihere be no Highlandmen, there may be as ba4. 
I saw sax or seven as ill-looking chields gang 
past the place yesterday, as ever came frae be- 
yont Cloch-na-ben ; illfa'red tools they had in 
their hands, whaaling knives they ca'ed them, 
but they looked as hke whingers as ae bit airn 
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can look like anither. There is nae honest 
man carry siccan tools.'* 

Here the knocking and shouts of Mordannt 
were very audible betwixt every swell of the 
horrible blast which was careering without. The 
brother and sister looked at each other in real 
perplexity and fear. " If they have heard of 
^tbe siller,^ said Baby^ her yery nose changing 
with terror from red to blue, " we are but gane 
folks.'* 

" Who speaks now, when they should hold 
their peace?" said Triptolemus. '^ Go to the 
shot-window instantly , and see how many there 
are of them, while I load the old Spanish-barreHed 
duck-gun — go as if you were stepping <»i new* 
laid eggs." 

Baby crept to the window, and reported that 
she saw only " one young chield, clattering 
and roaring as gin he were daft. How many 
A ere might be out of sight, she could ftot 
say." 

** Out of sight! — nonsense/* said Triptole- 
mus, laying aside the ramrod with which he 
was loading the piece, with a trembling hand. 
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^ I will warrant them out of iight and hearing 
bbtk'^this is some pooi* fellow catched in die 
tempest, wants the shelter of our roof, and a 
little refreshment. Open the door. Baby, it's 
a Christian deed." 

^' But is it a Chnstian deed of him ie corke 
ik at the win:dow then V said Baby, setting up 
amidst doleful shriek, as Mordaunt Mertbun, 
who had forced open one of the windows, leap* 
ed down into the apartment, dripping with 
water like a riyer god. Triptolemus, in gi*eat 
tribulation, presented the gun which he had not 
yet loaded> while the intruder exclaimed, '' Hold, 
hoid^^what the deyil mean you by keeping 
f9m doors bolted in weather like this, and l^'- 
yelling your gun at folk's heads as you would 
'it % sealgh's V 

/ ** And who are you, triend, and what Want 
you?" said Triptolemus, Ibw^rtng the butt 
of bis gun to the Boor as be sp6k^> and ib Ve- 
eoyering his arms. 

^' What do I want !" said Mwdaunt ; '^ I 
Wimt every thing — 1 want meat, drink, and 
fit e, a b^ for the night, and a shekie fbi* to-^ 
tiibttbW tnotiiing ib cahy nsit W latldhdf.'^ 
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*' And'you fiaid there wefe nae caterans or' 
flomei^ here V^ said Baby to the agriculturist; 
rejiroachfully. ** Heard ye ever a breeklessr 
loon frae Lochaber tell his mind and his errand- 
mair deftly 7 — Come, come, friend/' she added^ 
addressing herself to Mordaunt, '* put up your 
pipes and gang your gait ; this is the house of 
his Lordship's factor, and no place of resett fo^ 
thiggers or somers." 

Mordaunt laughed in her fiice at the simpli- 
city of the request. ** Leave built walls/' he 
said, '^ and in such a tempest as this ? What 
take you me for ?-»a gannet or a scarf do yoa 
think I am, that your clapping your hands and 
skirling at me like a inad woman, should drive 
Ine from the shelter into the storm ?" 

** And so you propose, young man," said 
Triptolemus, gravely, '' to stay in my house, 
toiens nolens — ^that is, whether we will or no ?" - 

** Will !" said Mordaunt ; '' what right have 
you to will any thing about it ? Do you not 
hear the thunder i Do you not hear the rain ? 
Do you not see the lightning ? And do you 
not know this is the only house within I wot 
not how m$my miles ? Come, my . good maate? 
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and dame, this may be Scottish jesting, but it 
sounds strange in Zetland ears. You have let 
out the fire too, and my teeth are dancing a jig 
in my head with cold ; but Pll soon put that to 
rights." 

He seized the fire-tongs, raked together the 
ambers upon the hearth, broke up into life the 
gathering-peat which the hostess had calculated 
should have preserved the seeds of fire, with- 
out giving them forth, for many hours; then 
casting his eye round, saw in a comer the 
stock of drift-wood which Mistress Baby had 
served forth by ounces, and transferred two 
or three logs of it at once to the hearth, 
which, conscious of such unwonted supply, 
began to transmit to the chimney such a smoke 
as had not issued from the Place of Harfra for 
many a day. • 

While their uninvited guest was thus making 
himself at home. Baby kept edging and jogging 
the factor to turn out the intruder. But for this 
undertaking, TriptolemusYellowley felt neither 
coun^e nor zeal, nor did circumstances seem at 
all to warrant the favourable conclusion of any 
fray in which he might enter with the young 
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stranger. The sinewy limbs and graceful fona 
of Mordaunt Mertoun were seen to great adTan* 
tage in his simple sea-dress ; and with his dark 
sparkling eye, finely formed head, aoimated 
features, close curled dark hair» and bold free 
looks, the stranger formed a rery strong con- 
trast with the host on whom he had intruded 
himself. Triptolemus was a short, chnnsy, 
duck<^legged disciple of Ceres, whose bottle*, 
nose, turned up and handsomely coppered at 
the eztreoLity, seemed to intimate something 
of an occasional treaty with Bacchus. It waa 
like to be no equal mellay betwixt persons of 
such unequal form and strength ; and the dif- 
ference betwixt twenty and fifty years was no- 
thing in favour of the weaker party. Besides, 
the factor was an honest good-natured fdlow 
at bottom, and being soon satisfied that his 
guest had no other views than those of obtain- 
ing refuge from the storm, it would, despite his 
taster's instigations, have been his last act tb 
deny a boon so risasonable and necessary tati 
youth whose exterior was so prepossessing. 
He stood, therefore, considering how he could 
most gracefully glide into the character of the. 
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bo9t>itabl« laddlordy out of that of the obikrlish 
4ef6iid^r of his domestic caallei agaiiisl an 
unauthorised intrusion^ when Baby, who had 
stood appalled at the extreme faonliarky of 
the stl^a&g^r's address* and demeanour, now' 
qpibke up for herself. " My troth, lad/' said 
she to Mordaunt; " ye are no blate, to light on 
at that rate, and the best of wood too— nane 
of your shamey peats, but good aik timber, 
nae less maun serve ye !" 

*' You come lightly by it, dame," said Mor- 
daunt, carelessly ; " and you shoidd not grudge 
the fire what the sea gives you for nothing.—* 
These good ribs of oak did their last duty upoii 
earth and ocean when they could hold no longer 
together undef the brave hearts that manned 
the bark." 

'' And (that's true, too/' said the old woma|i> 
safteotngr— ^^ this maun be awsome weather* by 
seat. Sit' down and warm ye, since the siidkk 
are a-low." 

" Ay, ay,"" said Triptolem«s^ '* it is' a plea- 
suiie to seesiccan a bonny bleeze. I have na 
sffii'tberiUkero't since I left Cauldacres." 
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man some dry clothes, and to see nbont gettingi 
sometlimg for ' him to eat^ than to sit : tbera^ 
bleezittg anvoiy with your lang tales^ as ^ if the? 
weather were not windy enow widiout yotir" 
help; and maybe die lad would dirink- some^ 
bland, or sicklike, if ye had the grace to'adi^ 
him/' 

White Triptolemus stood astonished at' sodl 
a pn^saly considering the quarter it cMiefironi/ 
Mordaunt answered, he *' wonld beverygh^ito 
have dry clothes, bnt ^begged to be excused fronr 
drinking until he had eaten somewhat/* 

Triptolemus accordingly conducted him into 
another apartment, and accommodating faim 
with a change of dress, left him to his arrange^ 
ments, wMte hehimself returned to theldtcheii( 
much puzzled to account for his sister's unusual 
fit of hospitality. " She must he fof/'* he 
said^ '^ and in that case has not long to' lire, 
and though I fall heir to her tocher-good, I^am 



* Whto a person changes his oondidon- suddenly, as 
when a miser becomes liberal, ot a churl good-humoured, 
be is said, in Scots, to be fey ; that is, predestined to 
speedy death, of whidi such mutations of humour are 
reeetved ae>a sure indication ». 
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V 

sorry for it; for she has held the house-gear 
well together— 'drawn the girth over tight it 
may be now and then, bnt the saddle sits the 
better." 

When Triptolemus returned to the kitchen^ 
he found htis suspicions confirmed, for his sister 
was in the desperate action of consigning to the 
pot a smoked goose, which, with others of the 
same tribe, had long hung in the large chimney, 
muttering to herself at the same time,— ^' It 
maun be eaten sune or syne, and what for no by 
the puir callant/^ 

" What is this of it, sister?'' said Triptde^ 
mtis. *^ You haye on the girdle and the pot at 
ance. What day is this wi' you?" 
' *f E'en such a day as the Israelites had beside 
the flesh-pots of Egypt, billie Triptolemus; 
but ye little ken wha ye have in your house 
this Uessed day." 

, *' Troth, and little I do ken," said Triptole- 
xmis, '' as little as I would ken the naig I never 
saw before. I would take the lad for a yagger, 
but he has rather ower good havings, and he 
has no pack." 
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" Ye ken as little as ane of your ain bits of 
nout^ man/' retorted sister Baby ; *' if ye ken na 
bim, do ye ken Tronda Dronsdaughter ?" 

*' Tronda Dronsdaughter ?" echoed Triptole- 
mus — ** bow should I but ken her, when I pay 
ber twal pennies Scots by the day, for working 
in the house here ? I trow she works as if the. 
things burned her fingers. I had better give a 
Scots lass a groat of English siller." 

** And that's the maist sensible word ye have 
said this blessed morning. — Weel, but Tronda 
kens this lad weel^ and she has often spoke to 
me about him. They call, his father the Silent 
Man of Sumburgh, and they say he's un- 
canny.*' 

'^ Hout, bout — nonsense, nonsense — ^they are 
aye at sic trash as that," said the brother, '' when 
you want a day's wark out of them — ^they have 
stepped ower the tangs, or they have met an un- 
canny body, or they have turned about the boat 
against the sun, and then there's nought to be 
done that day." 

" Weel, weel, brother, ye are so wise," said 
Baby, ** because ye knapped Latin at Saint 
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Aiidi'^w8;~andrcan your lair tell ihe then Vbat 
the lad has round his halse V* ' "* 

'* A Barcelona napkin, as wet as a dishcloutj 
and I have just lent him one of iaiy own t)ver- 
lays/^ said Triptolemus. 

** A Barcelona napkin V' said Baby, elevating 
her Toice, and then suddenly lowering it, ail 
(com apprehension of being overheard-^'' I say 
a gold chain," 

A gold chain !" said Triptolemus. 
In troth is it, hinny; and how Uke you 
that ? The folk say here, as Tronda tells me, 
that the King of the Drows gave it to his father, 
the Silent Man of Sumburgh." 

'^ I wish you would speak sense, or be the 
silent woman/' said Triptolemus. ** The upshot 
of it all is, then, that this lad is the rich stran-^ 
ger's son, and that you are giving him the goose 
ybii were to keep till Michaelmas." 

'* Troth,' brother, we maun do something for 
God's sake, and to make friends ; and the lad/' 
added Baby, (for even she was not altogether 
above the prejudices of her sex in favour- of 
outward form,) '' has a fair face of his ain/' 
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** Ye would have let many a fair face,** 
Triptolemusy " pi^ss the door pining, tf il htA 
not been for the gold chain/' 

** Nae donbt, nae donbt^** f^»Iied Barbwa^ 
*' ye wad not have me waate oar subskance on 
iKveiry thigger<)r eoniM that has the kick to come 
by the door in a wttt day? bat this lad has «t fidf 
and «i wide iteme in the conntry, and Traitoda 
says he is to be married to a daughter of the 
rich ttdaDer, Magnus Troil^ and the marriage- 
day is to be fixed whenever he makes choice 
(set him up) between the twa lasses ; and so it 
#ad be as much as our good name, and our 
quiet is worth forbye, to let him sit unserved^ 
although he does come unsent for.*' 

'< The best reason in life/' said TriptoI«miiS» 
*' itft letting a inan into it hdme is, that you date 
fiol bid him go by. However, since there is m 
man of quality amongst them, I will let him 
know whom he had to do with, in my person.'' 
Then advancing to the door, he erclaimed^'^ 
''' Hens Hbi, Date r 

** jiihum," answered the y^ulih, entering the 
apartmetoli 
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" Hem !" said the erudite Triptolemus, " not 
altogether deficient in hia hamanitiea, I see. I 
will try him further. — Canst thou aught of hnsr 
handry, young gentleman?'' 
; '^ Troth, sir, not I/' tiuswered Mordaunt: ^* I 
IbSYe been trained to plough i^on the sea» and 
to reap upon the tsrag." 

'' Plough the sea ?" said Triptolemus ; '' tbat's 
aliisow jequires small harrowing ; and for your 
hanreat on ^ t»ag, I suppose you mean these 
dcowries, or whatever you call them. It is a 9ort 
of ingatheriag whidi the ransdman should stop 
by the law; nothing more likely to break aia 
honest man's bones. I profess I cannot see the 
pleasure men propose by dangling in a rope's- 
j^od betwixt earth and heaven. In my case, I 
had aa lief the other end of the f ope were fest** 
^ened ic the gibbet ; I should be sur^ of not 
jU&ig, at least." 

' " Now, I would only advise you to try it," rer 
^§d Mordaunt. ''Trust me, the world hw 
few grander sensations than when one is perched 
an mid-air between a high4)rQwed cliff and n 
soaring oceap, the rope by which ypu are /susr 
tained seeming scarce stronger than a silken 
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thready HOd tbfi stoAeiWf^lii&h j^u^ hf^^^^ne 
foot steadiftd^ aff<|rdiiig iniicb i^ l^^adtk a% {the 
kitty wake might rest upon — to feel %}^ kpp,i|f 
all this with the AiU. confidence that yoi^.j^jpp 
agility of lirnb^ and strength of heidj CM ^l^lfS 
you as safe Off as if you bad t)](0 mvo^ oi^ iM 
gosshawk — this is indeed bailig ajfawt* ii^le^ 
pendent of the earth you trea4*o%^* . .^^ ^ 

Triptolemus stared at this, enttopift'^ijjte' 
scription of an amuptement which ba4|f 9 few 
bharms for him; and his sister, ^^^V^i^f^^hV^ 
glancing eye and elevated b^airi^of tbs.^<^p^ 
adytoturer, answered, by :ejaQola^i|i^..^' iff, 
cjrtjp, lad, but you are a j^Y^ cfcieliji/V, ^^,.*,^ 

«^A b|ave9hieldr,jetTOi^,y^qfi^^ 
say a l)jaye.go9s§^ to l^cfl^ehtejp^gjiiilewig* 
in th§ vpd, wl^ifBhe .might .abide pf%f. fgfi^ 
firtna: but come, here's a goose .t^j^ywBi 
to the .pprgose^. |vt^n oBxjfi i^^,i8. ^v^ >9A<^ 
Ge\ OS ta-eg<^ef{( an^^ salt, ;^abyr-^t ^ixt^ 
it wiU.proye salt epojjgH— a bi#^.jngTfel itJUB. 
but I ^ink.th«JJeU9nd«r^,i}e ^,i}ti^ t^ 
in the moA^ ,t\jjit^ think of ;ipBJi}i W^M^. 
to. catch ^^?, an(L Hie?; |)oi)^.j^f4^9^ 
th^Jiav^ done," .^,; . . ,,7 ..,,, .^ ■■ > 
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^ '' To be mm,*' replied bis siater/ (it was the 
only word they had agreed on that day,) /' it 
would be an unco thing to bid ony gndewife in 
'Angus or a' the Meams boil a goofBe, while 
there was sic things as spits in the warld — But 
"wha^ tiiis neist ?" she added, looking towards 
tbe entrance with great indignation. '' My 
certie, open doors and dogs come in — and wha 
opened the door to him?" 

''I <fid, to be sure/' replied Mordaunt ; " you 
would not haye a poor devil stand beating your 
deaf door-cheeks in weather like this? — Here 
gdes something, though, to help the fire/* he 
added/drawing out the sliding bar of oak with 
%hfeli the door had been secured, and throwing 
it on the hearth, whence it was ffiotatched by 
Dame Baby in gveat wrath, she ezdamiing at 
Uie stt&e time, — 

' " It's Bea-borae tisber^ as there's little else 
liere, wnd he dings it about as: if it were a ftr- 
«log !«— And who be you, an it please yoi^^ ?" ahe 
Mded, turning to the stranger — ^''^averyhaUan- 
shaker loon, as ever crossed iny twa e'en/' 

''I am a jagger, if it Iflteyour.ladydiip,'' re- 
plied die uninvited guest, a istout, vuigar, little 

VOL. I. H 
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timd,^ wko had indeed the humble appearaiice 
df a pedlar, called jagger in these islands^-^ 
^ hever travelled in u waur day, or was more 
willing to get to harbourage. — Heaven be 
pmked for fire and house-room!'' 
' So saying, he drew a stool to the fire, and sate 
down' without further ceremony. Dame Baby 
stared, '^ wild as grey goss-hawk/' and was me« 
ditating how to express her iodignation in some- 
thing wiarmer than words, for which the boiling 
pot seemed to offer a convenient hint, when aa 
old halfsBtarved serving woman, the sharer of 
her domestic cares, who had been as yet in some 
remote comer of the mansion, now hobbled into 
the room, and broke out into exclamations 
which indicated some new cause of alann. 

•^'O master P and *' O mistress !'' were the 
only sounds she could for some time articulate, 
tmd then followed them up with, ** The best in 
die house — ^thebest in tiie hQuse — seta' onth^ 
'board, and a' will be little aneugh — there is 
auld Noma of Fitful-head, the most fearfbl 
woman in all the isles !" 

'' Where can she have been wandering ?*' said 
MordauBt,not without some apparent sympathy 
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willi^i^#prprise^^if ndt with the aJann* of the 
old4f^V}eBtic; /' but k i^ needless to ftsk-— die 
wQvm Ae weather, the mare likely is she to be 
a trayeiler/. 

''What new tramper is this V echoed the dis- 
tmeted Baby, whom the qpnck succession of 
guests had driv^i well nigh crazy with V6xatioEi«. 
''X'H soon settle her wandering, I shall warraat^ 
if my bKotber has but the soul of a man in bim» 
oftif there be a pair of jougs at Scs^llaway/' 

*' T{ie. iron was neirer forged on siiiby.ibat 
W0¥l4'hauld her/' said the olc} mtud-Berront^ 
'^ She comes*^^^ cames-^ God's sake«peaJk 
her fair and caany, or we will havp a ms^i»4i 
ha9p on the'3fa;nLrwindlea.'^ 

As she spoke, ik woman tall^aou^ ahnoei; to. 
tpoch the top of the door wilh her cap^ stepped 
into ^e room, ngning the .cross as she. entered, 
aiic| pronouncing, with a sidemn Toice, . '' The 
blessing of God and Saint iRonald on ithe opci^ 
door, and their braid malison A«d onne npMt 
<slA8e«handed churls T' .^ . , 

'' And whaare ye, that are jsaeba«ildwi*ryau|r 
^ijlf^ing and banning in othjec faU^i|' bcmi^l 
^l|at kind of oountry isr this^ that ioUf^ cannot 
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sit qiiiet for an hour, and serve Jieavenji dnd Utiip- 
their bit gear thegttber, without igangrel ta^tk 
and women coming thtgging and soming ane 
after another, like a string of wild*geese?" 
• This speech> the understanding reader wiH 
easily saddle on Mistress Baby, and what efiects 
it might have produced on' the last stranger can 
only be matter of conjecture; for the old n%r- 
yaiit'and Mordaunt applied themselves at one^ 
to the party addressed, in order to deprefdafe» 
her resentment ; the former speaking to her^sokte 

A 

words of Norse, in a tone of 'inter<^ession, itnd 
Mordaunt saying in English, '*^They are BttBXt^ 
gers, Noma, and know not your name or quit- 
lities ; they are unacquainted, too, with the M^a^ 
of this country, and therefore we mustholff th^ 
excused for their lack of hospitility/' - * - 

^ I lack no hospitahty, young man,^ tsaU 
Triptdlemus, '^ miseris succurrere diic&^^thie 
goose that was destined to- roost hi the cStiittMey 
till Michaelmas, is boiling in- the }k)t'for you>; 
but if we h^ twenty geese^ I see we are 13e^ib> 
find mouihs to eat tfaem evei^ feather -^tlils 
must be amended/'' ''* f 

'' What mast be amended, sordid slave ?" said 
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tb^.^tranger Noma,^ turning sit once ujpoh him 
^ith m emphasis that made him start — '^ What 

' must b^ amended? Bring hithery if thou wilt, 
thy new-fangled coulters, spades and harrows, 
l^lt^r. I^l^e implements of our fathers from the 

'plppghshfire to the mouse-ta^ ; but know thou 
,axi, ii^. the Iwd that was, won of old by the 
^l^€in7hai|!|^ Kempions of the Norths,' and leave 

.'^^Ithqir.bPfspitality at leasts to shew, we come of 
Vf]f9^yr^ .ppce noble and g^ierous. I say to 
•][p^^t^]f are — while Norna looks forth at the 

•^(Ifteasureless, waters, |rom. the crest of Fitful- 
b^ad, somethtifig is y^t left that resembles power 
i^f defence.; . Ifr.t^e men of Thule have .ceased 

^ be cbampionsjr and to spread the banquet f6r 

j^i^.ti^Yeni the women have not forgotten the 
arts that lifted them of yore into queens and 

fPjOphetpsjp^s." - 

The w<>man who pronounced this singular^i- 

.p9i^^w^ as; striking in appearance as extrava- 
gf^Atly lofty 11^ her pretensions, apd in he^ lai^- 

.go%g^.v. She mi^t, well hav^ represented pn 

.the fita^ge^ so far as features, yoice^ and stature 
were concerned, the BoMduca or Boadicea.of 
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tbe BritoBs^ or the sage VeDeda, Aurima, or any 
other fated Pythoness, who ever led to battle a 
iribe of tbe ancient Goths. Her features wete 
high and well formed, and wonld have beea 
handsome but for the ravages of time, and tbe 
effects of exposure to the severe weather of 
her country. Age, and perhaps soiffow^ had 
quenched, in some degree, the fire of a dark 
blue eye, whose hue almost appiroacbed to black, 
dnd had sprinkled snow on such part . of her 
tre^s as had escaped from under her cap, a^ 
were dishevelled by the rigour of the storm. 
Her upper garment, which dropped with water, 
was of a coarse dark-coloured sttiff, called Wad- 
maral, then much used in the Zetland isl^tids, 
as also in Iceland and Norway. But as she 
threw this cloak back from her shoulders, a 
short jacket, of dark blue velvet, stamped with 
figui'es, became visible, and the vest, which 
corresponded to it, was of crimson colour, and 
embroidered with tarnished silver. Her girdle 
was plaited with silver ornaments, cut into the 
shape of planetary signs — her blue apron was 
embroidered with similar devices, and covered 
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apoii was emlnroidered with gimilar devices, and 
eov^ed a pettiooat of crimsoa cloth. Strong thick 
enduring shoes, of the half-dressed leather of the 
country, w^e tied wkh straps like those of the 
Roman buskins, over her scarlet stockings. She 
wore in her belt, an ambiguous looking weapon, 
wfaidi might pass for a sacrificing knife or dag- 
ger, as the imagination of the spectator chose to 
assign to the wearer the character of a priestess 
or of a sorceress. In her hand she held a staff, 
squared on all sides, and engraved with Runic 
characters and figures, forming one of those portr 
able and perpetual calendars which were used 
among the ancient natives of Scandinavia, and 
which, to a superstitious eye, might have passed 
for a divining rod. 

Such were the appearance, features, and attire 
of Noma of the Fitful-head, upon whom many of 
the inhabitants of the island looked with obser- 
vance, many with fear, and almost all with a sort 
of veneration. Lesft pregnant circumstancesof sus- 
picion would, in any other part of Scotland, have 
exposed her to the investigation of those cruel in- 
quisitors, who were- then often invested with the 
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delegated authority of the priyy-counoily finr the 
puipose of perBecutiiig, tarturing, and ^lally 
coDsigiiiDg to the iames, those who were accused 
of witdicraft or sorcery. But superstittons of 
thi« nature pass through two stages ere they be- 
come eDtirely obsokte. Those supposed to be 
possessed of supernatural powers, are yenenited 
in the eariier stages of society. As rdigion and 
knowledge increase, they are first held in hatred 
and horror, and are finally regarded s impos- 
tors^ Scotland was in the second 8tate-*^the fear 
of witchcraft was great, and the hatred i^ainst 
diose suqpected of it intense. Zetland was as yet 
a litde world by itself, where, among the lower 
and ruder classes, so much of the ancient north- 
ern superstition remained, as cherished theorigpi- 
nal veneration for those affecting supernatural 
knowledge and power over the demcitfs, whidi 
made a constituent part of the ancient Scandi^ 
navian creed. At least if the natives a£ Thule 
admitted that one class of mwgiciflns performed 
their feats by their alliance with Satan, they 
devoutly believed that others dealt with spirits of 
a different and less odious clas»— thb ancient 
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dwarfs, called, in Zetland, Trowg or Drows, the 
modimi iairies, and «o forth. 

Aiaong those who were supposed to be in 
league with disembodied spirits, this Noma, de* 
scended from, and representative of a family 
which had long pretended to such gifts, was so 
eminent, that the name assigned to her, which 
signifies one of those fatal sisters who weave the 
web of human fate, had been conferred in honour 
of her supernatural powers. The name by which 
she had been actually christened was carefully 
concealed by herself and her parents ; for to the 
discovery they superstitiously annexed some fa- 
tal consequences. In these times, the doubt on- 
ly occurred whether her supposed powers were 
acquired by lawful means. In our days, it would 
have been questioned whether she was an impos- 
tor, or whether her imagination was so deeply im- 
pressed with the mysteries of her supposed art, 
that she might be in some degree a believer in her 
own pretensions to supernatiural knowledge. Cer- 
tain it is, that she performed her part with such 
undoubting confidence, and such striking dignity 
of look and action, and evinced, at the same time, 
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such strength of language, and such energy of 
purpose, that it would have beoi difficult for the 
greatest sceptic to have doubted the reality of 
her enthusiaan, though he mi^t smile at the 
pretensions to which it gave rise. 
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CHAPTER VI, 

( 

' ' ■ **. If, by your art, you ha?e 

Put the wild waters in this roar» allay tliem.** 

Tempest. 

. The storm bad somewhat relaxed its rigour 
jii8t before tbe entrance of Noma, otherwise she 
must hare found it impo»ible to travel daring 
the extremity of its fury. But she bad hardly 
added herself so unexpectedly to the party whom 
chance had assembled at the dwelling of Tripto* 
lemus Yellowley, when the tempest suddenly re- 
sumied its former vehemence, and raged around 
the. building with a fury which made the inmates 
insensible to any thing except the risk that the 
old mansion was about to fall above their heads* 
Mistress Baby gave vent to her fears in loud 
exclamations of " the Lord guide us — this is 
surely the last day — what kind of a country of 
guisards and gyre-carlines is this ! — and you^ ye 
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fool d9a\e,^ fibe ladded^ tunuDg 6a &l^r'^otliekj 
for all her passions had a touch of acMky^in 
iketni *^ to quit ihe bomiy Meams luliita>c!daie 
h«V6> wb^re there is naethixig but sturdy begg^ 
imd gabeiltttiztes within ane 's house^ and hed^rai^i 
Ungev on the outside on't T 

** I tell you, sister Baby/' answered the in 
tolt(»d agricvMitxifft^ ^' that all shall be'fsdbimed 
And'tmietoded, exceptiDg^^ he added betvrioct Us 
t^thi ^' the «e«eM«]g hoiBOinnff of «d iib4Mtii'red 
j^m^i that can add bittemesB tothe ver^p atonik.^ 

The old dooiestic and the pedlar m^afo^h3e 
t&h^astej lAietDSselyesin entreaties to Nonka^ of 
^hitibf/as they were couched in the Noneiast 
giiage, the master of the house understood 

woflKtog*-- •• ^-.^ "i 

She. listened to them. with a haughty aadjubi- 
nid Wd aitr/ ted repKed at tengthtildud^ aM; in 
EfigtMh--^''' I' will not. What if this faotee^ibi^ 
streijl^d in ¥Uic«i bdlbre^morttirig'«<^wherd^ottld 
be the wt^ldTs'wiait In the crazed pira^MStofy^ 
thief niggardly <*piiich-coxnikibni^, by wfaiclrit^is m 
iM^^tiTtttff wiH n«eds come t«> refdrmZettand 
custon^s^ let them try how they like a Zetland 
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^iMitaa^^.Ybuthftt would not-peiish, quit Ubil 

^rThe pdUar or jagger seised on hifii litite knapf 
tftck^ fOid begaa baetily to bmce iit od hi».-U%^t 
iiie»cild.tii»id-Berv«iit cast ben cloak, aboiii ibcyr 
shoulders, and both neenedto be in the act of 
leaYuig tibfee bouae. ,11;* 

liiM3!ri|itolem«8 Yeilo^Iey^ sonew^t ooiyimMed 
bfi tihese appelttances, aaked .Mordsuui^i liit^Lia 
liotoe whiab&ultaBedvilh appr«beiisiot),wh0tb^r 
hetiioiigbt ibdrewaa.aA^^ tbatiiS,^o.iseffy; mu^ 

'f I ca^iMit Utty'' aik^wered/tbe y^iiibby .?. I j^ 
»earc« (eit^r iieeni such a^ 45to«a«> Koioa cm • tiB^ 
bd'btlteiirtban any one ivfaeaitiwilLafbat^jt for 
no one in these islands can judge of the^f^^iAer 
lilDether.'' ^ .. . •• — 1 1 •-.. ...-ii , -i 

u' 'liAndia that all tbouthiai^est N^n%patp4a?y 
adidihe ayfaU ^ ^^ then sbalt ;knl>W her ip0W/«)tB 
kt« Boti bounded. <witbtn . snob Arn^^fovfj 8p%ee» 
filear- me^ Mordauat, ypntb of ^a loceignuland, 
biitrof. a friendly heart -rr Poewttb^a .qnjb: tins 
UfMsiaed isQiatoiQa'WUfa tboaei who npiti pr6{)ai:eft0 
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<^ I do not-*-I will not. Noma," replied M^ht^ 
daunt; '^I know not your motive for desiring 
me to remove, and I will not leave» upon these 
dark threats, the house in which I have be«ft^ 
kindly received in such a tempest as tUs. If th& 
owners are unaccustomed to our unlimited cus- 
toms of hospitality, I am the more obliged io 
them that they hare relaxed their usages, and 
opened dieir doors in my behalf/' 

'f He is abrave lad/'said Mistress Baby, whose 
superstitious feelings had be^i daunted by the. 
threats of the supposed sorceress, and who, 
amidst her eager, narrow, imd repining dispo- 
sition, had some sparks of higher feeling, whieh 
made her sympathize with generous sentimeat%- 
though she thought it too expenuve to entertain 
th^m at her own cost. ^' He is a brave lad,** 
sl^ again repeated, '' and worthy of ten geese, 
if I had them to boil for him, or roast either* 
ril warrant him a gentleman's son, and ao 
churFs blood." 

'^Hear me, young Mordaunt," said Noma, 
*** and depart from, this house. Fate has high 
viei^^on you — you shall not remain in this horel 
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to be cnislied amid its worthless tuins, vrith^ the 
reliques of its more worthless inhabitants, whose- ' 
life is as little to the world as the vegetatioti of ' 
the house-leek, which now grows on tlitiir 
thatch^and which shall soon be crushed anaongftt ' 
their mangled limbs." 

" I— I— I will go forth/' said Yellowley, who, ' 
despite of his bearing himself scholsiHy ienA' 
wisely, was beginning to be terrified for" the ' 
issue of the adventure ; for die house was old, 
and the walls rocked formidably to the bfauit. 

*"" To what purpose V said his sister. '^ I trust 
the Prince of ithe power of the ak has not y^it^ 
sack Kke power orer Aose that are ixtade in 
God's image, that a good house should fill^abblit' 
Gtx lieads, because a randy quean (herb 'she 
d^ed a fierce ^aiice at the PytUbness) ibhonl^l' 
boast. us with her giamour, as if we ^ei^ saie' 
mony dogs to crouch at her bidding !'* ' ' ^' 

** I was only wabting/' said Tffptoteinus,^ 
ashamed of his iiiotion, *' to look it tfe i:reitri ' 
btaid, which must be sair laid wi' this tetn^yest ; 
but if this honest woman like to bide wi' ns^' I 
think it were best to let us a' sit doun css^Xcj 
thegither, till it's working weather again." 
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' '^ Honest woman !" echoied Baby — ''Foul 
wariock' thief — aromt ye, ye limmer!*' she 
added, addtesttng Norna diret^tiy ; ^' out of aa 
honest home, or/ ahame fit' me, but FU take 
the l^tle to yon r 

Noma cast on her a look of anpreme con- 
tempt, dien stepping to the window, seemed 
engaged in deep contempiatron of the haayeos^ 
while ihe old maid-servant, Trohda, dmwing 
£loee to her mistress, implored, for the sake of 
all tlmt was dear to man or woooian, '' do not 
provoke Noma of Fitfdl-rhead. You have no 
sic wonttn on the inaiidand of iScnthnd — ske 
can ride on one of these clouds as e^ily as man 
ever rode on a shdtie/' 

''I shall live to see her ride on the reek 
of a fat tar-barrel," ' said Mistress * Baby ; 
*' and that will be a fit pacing palfrey for 
her." 

Again Noma regarded the enraged Mrs Baby 
Yellowley with a look of that unutterable scorn 
which her haughty features could so well express, 
and moving to the window which looked to the 
^orth^weist, from which quarter the gale seemed 
at present to bio w^ she stood for some time witk 



her AXfxm crmi^dp, jopltyig ^jit gpQn ^tvs,,lf»dKi« 
coloqjced sky^ obscured ,^s. i^.wa« )^f, the^^hv^ 
drift, which, coi||ing on.ip .wjsp^aiife ef^.9f 
temp^t^ left ever and auo^ sad ^f^^^e^.ia^ 
tervals of expectation betwixt tl^e,,dy|9g;: an} 
the reviving blast. . ... 1 

.. Noma regarded this war of the ^l^eiitojftf 
one to whg^i. their strife was fanuliar :> VQt thfl 
stem Sj^enitypfrher features bad in it £t,cast of 
^we.^d^||t th^ sfiqae time of autbo^.ty, as j;l^ 
cabalist ipay be supposed tolo^k upon theajpiri|; 
ll,^^h|t^.,^vokQd, and wj^ioh, though Jie >«p.w{# 
h%wt9 su^jeothini,.to bis spell, b^ai^s. still 9J^ 
ssMct^^api^JJinig to. , flesh an^ blood- Tfe$ %tT 
tendants stood l3y in different attitudes;, .^prgSr 
sive of their various feeliqgs. Mor^^iii^, thcHigh 
not indifferent to the risk in which they stQo4» 
was more curious than alarmed . He h^d hes^d 
of Noma's alleged power over the elementi; 
and now expected an opportunity of judging 
for himself of its reaUty. Triptolepaus; Yellow- 
lev was confounded at what seemed to be. far 
beyond the bounds of his philosophy ; and, if 
the truth must be spoken, the worthy agricul- 
turist was far more frightened than .curious. 

VOL. I. I 
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His sister was not in the least curious on the 
subject; but it was difficult to say whether 
anger or fear predominated in her sharp eyes 
and thin compressed lips. The pedlar and old 
Tronda, confident that the house would never 
fall while the redoubted Noma was beneath its 
roof, held themselves ready for a start the iur 
Btant she should take her departure. 

Having looked on the sky for some time in a 
fixed attitude, and with the most profound si- 
lence, Noma at once^ yet with a slow and ma- 

« 

jestic gesture, extended*her staff of black oak 
towards that part of the heavens from which 
the blast came hardest, and in the loidst of its 
fury chaunted a Norwegian invocation, ttifl 
preserved in the Island of Unst« under the name 
of the Song of the Reim-kennar« Aough some 
call it the Song of the Tempest. The following 
is a free translation^ it being impossible to t&h^ 
der literally many of the elliptical and meta*: 
phorical terms of expression peculiar to th^ 
ancient Northern poetry :— 

1. 

" Stern eagle of the far north-west, 

Tbou that bearest in thy grasp the tbundetbol^j. 
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Thou whose rusikkig ptntomt stir ocean to madness. 

Thou the destrajfer of herds, thou the scatterer of pavies, 

Aflndst tike scream of thy rage, 

ilmidst tko rushing of thy onward wing?. 

Though thy scream be loud as the cry of a perishing 

nation, 
Thoogk t^e ro^ng of tby wings be like the roar of tea 

thousand waves. 
Yet hear, in thine ire and thy baste. 
Hear ihoa the voice <^ the Reim-kennar. 

t 
Urn 

^ Hiou hast met the pine*trees of Drontheim, 

Their dark-green heads Me prostrate beside their uprooted 

stems ; 
<Tbou bast met the rider of the ocean. 
The tall, the strong bar|[ of the fearless rover, 
And she has struck to thee the topsail 
That she had not veil'd to a royai armada ; 
<^hoa baat met the tower that beats its crest among the 

clouds. 
The battled massive tower of the Jarl of former days, 
- And the cope-stone of the turret 
Is lying upon its hospitable hearth; 
But thou too shalt stoop, proud compeller of clouds, 
'When tboii hearest the voice of the Reim-kennar, 

3, 

<* There are verses that can stop the stagin the forest, 
Ay, and when the dark*coloured dog is opening on his 

track ; 
yhere are verses can make the wild hawk pause on thf> 

wing^ 
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Like the fidcon that wears the hood and tiie jewe*. 

And who kaerws the shriU whistle of the ibwbr; 

Thou who canst mock at the scream of the drowniiig 

mariner. 
And the crash of the ravagedforest, 
And the groan of the overwhelmed crowds, 
When the charch hath' fallen in the moment of prayer. 
There are sounds which thou also must list. 
When they are chaunted by the voice of the Rdm-keonar. 

f 

4. 

** Enough of woe hast thou wrought on the ocean. 

The widows wiing their hands on the beach ; 

Enough of woe hast thou wrougjbCon the land. 

The husbandman folds his arms in despair; 

Cease thou the waving of thy pkiiops. 

Let the ocean repose in her dark strength ; 

Cease thou the flashing of thine eye^ 

Let the thunderbolt sleep in the aramury of Odin ; 

Be thou still at my bidding, viewless racer of the aortk- 

western hearen. 
Sleep thou at the voice of Noma the Reira*keBnar/* 



We have said that Mordaunt was natnrdly 

fond of romantic poetry and romantic situa^ 

• 

tion; it is not therefore surprising that he 
listened with interest to the wild address An* 
tittered to the wildest wind of the compasi^, 
in a tone of such dauntless enthusiasm. But 
though he had heard so much of the Bunie 
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rhyme and of the northern speU, in the country 
where he had so long dwelt, he was not on 
this occasion so credulous as to believe that 
the tempest, which had raged so lately, and 
which was now declining, was sinking subdued 
before the charmed verse of Noma. Certain 
it was, that the blast seemed passing away, 
and the apprehended danger was already over ; 
but it was not improbable that this issue had 
been for some time foreseen by the Pythoness, 
through signs of the weather, imperceptible to 
those who had not dwelt long in the country, 
or had not bestowed on the meteorological 
phenomena the attention of a strict and close 
observer. Of Noma's experience he had no 
doubt, and that went a far way to explain what 
seemed supernatural in hel: demeanour. Yet 
still the noble countenance, half- shaded by 
dishevelled tresses^ the air of majesty with 
which, in a tone of menace as well as of com- 
mand, she addressed the viewless spirit ofjlie 
tempest, gfl^ve him a stronfg inclination to be,'- 
Uev0 in the ascendancy of the occult art over 
the powers of nature ; for, if a woman ever 
moved on earth to whom such authority over 
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the ordinary laws of the univer&e could be- 
long. Noma of Fitful -head, judging from 
bearing, figure, and face, was bom ta ihsA 
high destitiy. 

The rest of the company were less slow in 
receiving conviction. To Tronda and the jagger 
none was necessary ; they had long believed in 
the full extent of Noma's authority ov^r the 
elements* But Triptolemus and his sister gaced 
at each other with wondering and alarmed looks, 
especially when the wind began perceptibly to 
decline^ as was especially visible during the 
pauses which Noma made betwixt the strophes 
of her incantation. A long silence followed ike 
last verse, until Noma resumed her chaunt, bat 
with a changed and more soothing modulation 
of voice and tune. 

" Eagle of the far north-western waters, 
*rhovL hast heazd the voice of the Reiin-%eniiar, 
Thoa hast closed thy wide sails at her bidding. 
And folded them in peace by thy side. 
My blessing be on thy retiring path ; 
When thou stoopest from thy place on high, 
Soft be thy slmabers in the caverns of the ankoown ocean 
Rest till destiny shall again awaken thee; 
Eagle of the north-west, thou hast heard the voice of the 
Reim-kennar.*' 
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'' A pretty song that would be to keep the 
corn from shaking in ha'rst/' whispered the 
tgricultiirist to Us sister; ^' we must speak her 
fair» Baby —she will may be part with the secret 
for a hundred pund Scots." 

" An hundred fules' heads/' replied Baby — 
** ]^ her five merks of ready Bil|er. I never 
knew a witch in my life but she was as poor as 
Job.'* 

Noma turned . towards them as if she had 

m 

guessed their thoughts ; it may be that she did 
1^. She passed them with a look of the most 
sovereign contempt, and walking to the table 
on which the preparations for Mrs Barbara's 
fragal meal were already disposed, she fiUed a 
small wooden quaigh from an earthen pitcher 
which contained bland, a subacid liquor made 
out of the serous part of the milk. She broke 
a single morsel from a barley^cake, and having 
eaten and drunk, returned towards the churlish 
hosts, '' I give you no thanks," she said, '^ for 
my refreshment, for you bid me not welcome 
to it ; and thanks bestowed on a chuii are like 
the dew of heaven on the clifis of Foulah, where 
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it fliids nought that emu be refiraBhed by its in* 
flounces. I give you no thanks/' she said again, 
bat drawing firom her pocket a leaAem.puTae 
that seemed large and heavy, Ae-aMsd,.** I 
pay yon with what you will value raoie than die 
gratitude of the whde inhabitants of EDaMand. 
Say. not that Noma of Fitful^head hath eaten 
of your bread and drank of your cup, and left 
you sorrowing for the charge to which she hath 
pat your hoose/' So saying, she laid on the 
table a small piece of antique coin, beating the 
tnde and ha]f«*defiuaed efligies of some ancient 
norUieni king. 

Triptidemus and his sister exclaimed against 
this Ubecaiity widi vehemence; the first pro- 
terting diat he kept no public, and the other 
exclaiming, ^* Is the eariine mad ? Heard ye 
ever of ony of the gentle house of Clinkscale 
that gave meat for siller ? '^ 

" Qirfiar love eithejr," mattered her brother f 
*♦ baud to that, tittie.'' 

" What are ye whittie whattieing aUottt> ye 
getwk/' said his gentle sister, who suspected the 
tenoT of his murmurs; '^ gte the ladie back her 
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bcmie die there^ and be blithe to be sae rid on'i 
it will be a sdate^stane the mora, if not some- 
thing woKse/' 

The honest factor lifted the money to return 
it, yet could not help being strucL when he saw 
the impression, and his hand trembled as he 
handed it to his sister. 

" Yes/' said the Pythoness again, as if she 
read the thoughts of the astonished pair, ** you 
have seen that coin before «*— beware how you 
use it!' It thrives not with the sordid or the 
met^n-souled — it was won with honourable dan* 
ger, and must be expended with honourable 
liberiBitity. The treasure which lies under a cold 
hearth will one day, like the hidden talent, bear 
witness against its avaricious possessors." 

This last obscure intimation seemed to raise 
the alarm and the wonder of Mrs Baby and her 
brother to the uttermost. The latter tried to 
stammer out something like an invitation to 
Noma to tarry with them all night, or at least 
to take share of the ^' dinner," so he at first 
called it ; but looking at the company, and re- 
menibering the limited contents of the pot, he 
corrected the phrase, and hoped she would 
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t 

tak6 some part of the *' i^nack, which would be" 
on the table ere a man could loosef a pletrgh." 

*' I eat not here — I sleep not here/' replied 
Noma—'* nay, I relieve you not cmly o£ my 
ownpresence^but.I will dismiss your unweiG<»Bd 
guests. — Mordaunt»" she added, addiessing 
young Mertoun, ** the dark fit is past, and your 
father looks for you this evenii^/' 

** Do you return in that direction 1^ said 
M<Mrdaunt. *' I will but eat a roorad and giTd 
you my aid, good mother, on the road. The 
brooks must be out, and the journey peiilcms." 

'* Our ways lie diflferent,'' answered the Sy- 
bil, *' and Noma needs not mortal arm to aid 
her on the way. I am summoned tan to the 
east, by those who know wdl how to smooth 
my passive. For thee, Bryce Snailsfoot," $be 
continued, speaking to the pedlar, '' speed thee 
on to Sumburgh— the roost will afford thee a 
gallant harvest,: and worthy the gathering in. 
Much goodly ware will ere now be seeking a 
new owner, and the careful skipper will sleep 
still enough in the deep haaf, and cares not 
that bale and kist are dashing against the 
shores." 
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*' Na, na, goodmother/' answered Snaik- 
foot, '' I desire no man's life for my private 
adrantage, and am just grateftil for the bless- 
ing of Providence on my sma' trade* But doabt- 
lesft one man's loss is another's gain ; and as 
these storms destroy a'thing on land, it is but 
(m ihey said send ua something by sea. Sae^ 
taking the freedom, like yoursell, mother, to 
borrow a Imnp of barley bread, and a draught 
of bland, I will bid good day, and thazdc yoa, to 
this good gentleman and lady, and e'en go on 
my way to Jarishof, as yon advise." 

'^ Ay," replied the Pythoness, '^ where the 
slatighter is, the eagles will be gathered ; and 
where the wreck is on the shore, the j agger is 
as busy to purchase spoil as the shark to gorge 
upon the dead." 

This rebuke, if it was intended for such, 
seemed above the comprehension of the travel- 
ling merchant, who, bent upon gain, assumed 
the knapsack and ellwand, and asked Mor- 
daunt, with the familiarity permitted in a wild 
eountry, wbether he would not take company 
along with him. 
. *' I wait to eat some dinner with'Mr Yellow- 
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ley and Mrs Baby/* answered the youth, '' and 
will set forward in half an hour/' 

'' Then HI just take my piece in my hand/' 
said the pedlar« Accordingly he mnttered a 
benediction, and without more ceremony, helped 
himself to what, in Mrs Baby's covetous eyes, 
appeared to be two-thirds of the bread, took a 
loi^ pull at the jug of bland, seized on a hand- 
ful of the small fish called sillochs, which the 
domestic was just placing dh the board, and left 
the room without farther ceremony. 

My certie,'' said the despoiled Mrs Baby, 

there is the chapman's drouth and his hunger 
baith, as folks say. If the laws against vagrants 
be executed this gate — It's no that I wad shut 
the door against decent folks," she said, look- 
ing to Mordaunt, '^ more especially in such 
judgement-weather. But I see the goose is 
dished, poor thing." 

This she spoke in a tone of affection for the 
smoked goose, which, though it had long been 
an inanimate inhabitant of her chimney, was far 
more interesting to Mrs Baby in that state, than 
when it screamed amongst the clouds. Mor- 
daunt laughed, and took hisseat^ then turned 
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to look for Noma/ b»t she had glided from 
the apartment daring the discussion with the 
pedlar. 

*^ I am glad she is gane, the dour cariine/' 
«aid Mrs Baby^ ^'though she has left that piece 
of gowd to be an everlasting shame to us.'' 

'* Whis^t^ mistress, for the love of heaven," 
said Tronda Dronsdaughter ; '^ wha kens where 
she may be this moment — we are no sure but 
she may hear us, though we cannot see her. - 

Mistress Baby cast a startled eye around, 
and instantly recovering herself, for she was 
naturally courageous as well as violent, she 
said, ** I bid aroint her before, and I bid he^ 
aroint again, whether she sees me or hears 
roe, or whether she's ower the cairn and awa. 
— And you, ye silly sumph," she said to poor 
Yellowley, '^ what do ye stand glowering there 
for? — You a Saunt Andrew student! — ^you 
studied lair and Latin humanities, as ye call 
them, and daunted wi' the clavers q( an auld 
randie wife ! Say your best college grace, man, 
and witch, or nae witch, we'll eat our dinner 
and defy her. And for the value of the gowden 
piece, it shall never be said I pouched her sil- 
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len I will gie it to tome poor body «^tlMi4 k, 
i wiB test upon it at my death, and keep it ftr 
apQine^penny till that day comes^aad ^tfa no 
nsing it in the way of spendingHuUer. Say yoar 
beat oollege grace, man, and let os eat and 
drink in the mean time/' 

*' Ye had mnckle better say -an omamus to 
Scunt Ronald^ and fling a sixpence owof yoi^ 
left shonther, maatter,^ said Tronda* 
. *^ That ye may pick it up^ ye jand/' said lite 
implacable Mistress Baby: '* it wttl be lang 
or ye win the worth of it ony other gate.-^Sit 
down, TriptolemnSj and mind na the ^pords of 
a daft wife." 

'* Daft or wise/' replied Yellowby, vety 
much disconcerted, ^' she kens more than-I 
would wish she kend.. It was awfo' to see^c 
a wind fa' at the voice of flesh and blood like 
oursells — and then yon about the hearth-ataoe 
— I cannot but think*'—— 

'' If ye cannot but think/' said Mistress 
Baby, very sharply, '♦ at least ye can hand 
'^^ your tongue.^ 

The agriculturist made no reply^ but sate 
flown to their scanty meal, and did the honouCK 
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of it with mmsoal heartiness to his new guest* 
the first of the intruders who had arrived^ and 
the last who left them* The siUoch» speedily 
disappeared, and tike smoked goose» with its 
sppendagoi, took wing so effectually, that 
Tronda^ to whom the polishing of the bones 
had been destined, found the task accom- 
plished, or nearly so^ to her hand. After din- 
ner, the host produced his bottle of brandy, but 
Mordaunt, whose general habits were as sober 
almost as those of his father, laid a very light 
tax upon this unusual exertion of hospitality. 

During the meal« they learned so much of 
young Mordaunt, and of his father, that even 
Baby resisted his wish to re-assume his wet 
garments, and pressed him (at the risk of an 
expensive supper being added to the charges 
of the day) to tarry with them till the next 
morning. But wh^it Noma had said excited 
the youth's wish to reach home, nor, however 
far the hospitality of Stourburgb was extended 
in his behalf, did the house present any par* 
ticular temptations to induce him to remain 
^here longer. He therefore accepted the loan 
pf the factor's clqthes, promised to return them,^ 
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and send for his own ; and took a civil leaTing 
of his host and Mistress Baby, the latter of 
whom, however affected by the loss of her 
goose, conld not bnt think the cost well be- 
stowed (since it was to be expended at all) npon 
«o handsome and cheerful a yoaih. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

She does no worl^ bj halves, yon niring ocean ; 
Eogolpfaiiig those she strangles, her wild womb 
; Affitf ds the marinefs Whom she hath dealt on. 
Their death at once, and sepulchre. 

Old Play. 

. ; Thebe wer« ten " lang Scots miles'' betwixt 
StourbuifghandJarlshof ; and though tbepedesn 
Irian did n6t number all the impediments which 
crossed Tarn o' Shanter's path,— for^ in acouiv* 
try where there are neither hedges nor stone in- 
closures, there can be neither '^ daps nor stiles/'*^ 
yet the number and. Mature of the *' waters and 
mosses*' which he had to cross in his peregriha- 
tian> was fully sufficient to balance the account^ 
and to render his journey as toilsome and daa«> 
gerous as that of the celebrated retreat from 
Ayr. Neither witch nor warlock crossed Mor- 
daunt's path, ho^ev^n The length of the^day 
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was already considerable, and he arrived safe 
at Jarlshof by eleven o'clock at nig^t. All was 
stffi and dark around the mansion, and it was 
not till he had whistled twice or thrice beneath 
Swertha's window^ that she replied to the 
signal. 

At the first sound, Swertha fell into an agree- 
able dream of a^young whale-fisher, ^^ho.some 
forty years since used to make such a signal be- 
neath the window of her hut; at the second, she 
waked to remember that Johnnie Feaslept sound 
amongst the .firoxen wuves of Greenlaiidfbr this 
many a yearr and .tha( she was* Mr Mextoon's 
gouFernante at Jarlshof;' at4lietfaird,slus^anMW 
anduopenedibe window* 

'fWhae is tfaa^" ^sfae idinBwindfdy ** at >»iC an 
hour of the night?*' 1 
V' It is I/' said ibeLyoiith. 

^' And what for come tojaf^ in ? llie.doortM>n 
the latch, and there ia ai.gatUeiingipeaton.liit 
kitchen fire, and a spunk;bBs(deit-*-*yecan Ugh^ 
your ain candle." : .j 

'' JUl well^'' replied Manhunt \ **^ bikt I wiott 
tokaowhow.inylfatiier ia^'' -: '. 
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'^higt itihis ordiiiliT3r; gfMle gentie^iai>-««atk- 
h^ iw you, Maatfer Mordaunt ; ye arcr owr^ ffr. 
and ower later in your walks^ young gentlemaii.*' 

''Thto'flie.dajrkbour bas pa^d,.Swer!aiji?" 

^ In tf otk has it, MjBuiter Mji^f daont,^ answered 
the gonverhttBte ; '' a|ld<you^ ffitber isveryrea^ 
aonably good*natared f<>r:him/poar gentl^n;^^. 
Ilipake ta himlwic^yeetevday wiUiouthissp^ak^ 
ing first ; and the first tim^ he answered me 9B. 
civil 'as you cotilddo; and the peisitimehel^ad^ 
me- no pk^ue him;.ai|d then, thought I/tbtee 
times were aye caxmy^ sor I 6pake ^0 hi|%ag$ji)k 
for luck'sHsake, and^he>calli»d 'me ^^ cbf^^^^ig 
old deril, but'itwta q|ike^>a«d fihfii^ ij^/ik.f^i^U 
sort of way." 

^ Enough, ^lougfa^SwertfuLiT aasw^rtfd ^t>r- 
daunt ; '' and now getopi and'findnie^QtE^eitilis^ 
to eat^ for I have dtMd'but poorly^'" ' : .,. 

^Then yon have be^ti^t the[ q^n^ffol^-aj^ 
Btourburgh ? fcnr there is^o ^ftotber^boUseiip $^* 
tbe Isles but they wad hae gt'en;ye ithe4>e«t«hfLre 
of the best they had. Sawye ou^t of t7qm%,^f 
iOae ntfol^head ? She wient tor S$oai>bar^t3)iir 
monmig, and returned t9^lkstiM^n\ntJi^ii^^-l, ; 
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'^ Retarned ! — theu she i& here* How coidd 
sKe travel three leagues and better in so diort 
a time ?" - 

^' Wha kens how she travels ?" replied SweiM 
tha ; ** but I heard her tell the Ranzelman wi' 
my ain lugs> that she intended that day to have 
gone on to Burgh-Westra, to speak with Minna 
Trorl^ bttt she had seen that at Stourbniigh 
(indeed she said at Harfra, for she never calls it 
by the other name of Stoaibiirgh,>that sent her 
back to our town^ But gang your ways round, 
and ye shall have plenty of supper-— ours is nae 
toom pantry, and stiUlesa a locked ane, though 
my master be a stiranger^^and no-juist that tight 
in the upper riggings as the Ranzelman saj^/' 

Mordaunt walked sound to the kitchen dc^ 
cordingly, where S wertha's care speedily acciHtt^ 
modated him with a plentiful^ though coarait 
meal, which indemnified him. for the scanty 
hospitality he had experienced at Stourburgh. 

In the morning, some feelings of &tigue made 
young Mertoun later than usual in leaving hia 
bed ; so that, contrary to what was the ordinate 
case, he found hisfktherin the apartment whoee 
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tbey eaty nnd which served them indeed fo;r 
jBveiy pommoa purpose, save tba^ of a bed-r 
phamber or of a kitchen. The son greeted th^ 
father in mute reverence, and waited until he 
should address him. 

. *' You were absent yesterday, Mordaunt/' 
aasd his fhther. Mordaunt's absence had lasted 
a week and more ; but he had often observed 
that his father never seamed to notice how time 
passed during the time he was affected with his 
suUea vapours. He assented to what the elder 
Mr Mertoun had said. 

'* And you were at Burgh-Westra, as I think," 
continued his father. 

^ Yes, sir/' replied Mordaunt. 

The .elder Mertoun was then silent for some 
time, and paced the floor in deep silence, with an 
9Jf of sombre reflection, which seemed as if he 
was about to relapse into his moody fit. Sud- 
denly turning to his son, however, he observed, 
IB the tone of a query, ** Magnus Troil has two 
daughters-^they must be now young women ; 
they are thought handsome, of course ?" 
, ff Very generally, sir," answered Mordaunt, 
rather surprised to hear his father making any 
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inquitieiB. ftbMt <he likKvidualil' of a bbx wl^ieh 
lie ustially tho6^t do light oQ a^Mirprise wktdi 
was mntH inerea3»ed by'tite^next ^qaeBlieo, pat 
as a^aptiy as the fonner. 

" Which think you the handsomest ?" 
***J,^rT^ i^pli^ his sonwith-sotixe-wonder, 
fafii Wiihbut'igllftbitfraMtiica^^ I'tfeallyam-iK) 
judge — I -nevei^ ^consid^ped ; wUdh' #a8 -^diso- 
feteiy llie handsoflikest. Tbey aite'^liolk veiy 
prfetty ydting women." 

' '^^ Ybn ^Tad^ ^y qn^iita, Mofdieyiiit; ^per- 
haps I have some rery paitibii&r'j^ason 'for 
my wiish to 'be acquainted wtlli yo«r 'taste in 
this matter. I am not used to wai^ words^for 
no purpose. I^'aric you agaib^ wEieh of Mag- 
iius "TVoiPS daughtercT you tfiiidc most hand- 
iome*?^ 

" Kealty, siir/' replied Mordaunt— ♦' but you 
bilily jest in askiAg me suth a' question.^ 
I u Youttg^ man," r^pli^ Mertoiin, with ^s 
which began -to roll and spaYkte^th impatieiice, 
^ Tti^ver j€fsf . ' I desiife an aas^iaier ^^my qjies- 
tion." 

' " 7hen> upon my WQi^; sir,*- said Mordaunt, 
*! it \ik not itf itoy poWer^to 4brm 41 judgment 
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ii^iwixt me ybung hdies^-^ey ai« bbth V^iy 
fpretty» butb^ no meam Iftae^VEoh dthtir. Minkia 
wdark^haired, ahd tabre^gratre- than her smteri— 
more serious, but. by no mebns either dull or 
nullbn.'^ 

" Uih/' replied hib fodrer ; ** yon have been 
^nvrely 4)rought up/and thia^Mldna, I suppose, 
.fleasea you most ?'' 

' ^^' 3^, sir^nreally i^can give^fa^rlM {Areference 
T&ret her sist^ Bienda, >^bo 'isas gity as k laiab 
inm spnnj^ momhig-^les^ tall than her sifter, biit 

BO ^rdl formed, apd so^'exoeUent a dfifiid^r" 

* ^ That she is best qualified to afajuse Ibe 
yoongtuamirho, has^a dull hooUe and iei moody 
Ibiker/' said Mr Mertott&w • 
; Nothing in his father's ^ndu^tiftd ever suAr- 
]l|i^d Mordannt so mndh aS. the ^feii»tinacy wt& 
wHk^fa he seemed to pnVsne a -ihenfti'lso fdrei^ 
to his gcmeral train -of tbMght, -Mel habits bt 
oonfenMttion V hut ike^cMtiMif^'hiiasdf ^th 
Mswrestng. onoe motte, "' ti^at both Ihjb fdim^ 
kdies were h%hly adinirable, but hi^ had MVtr 
thought of them with die wish to do either 
iftf^mtiae by ranking her lower ihftti h^ iAster— « 
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tb«t QdMr» wcwld pTObabFy d^ide betweeik 
them as they bappeaed to be partial ixr a gmve 
or a gay disposition, or to a dark Qir fair comr 
plexion; but that he could see no ext^elieDt 
quality iu the one that was not balanced by 
something equally captivating in the other.*^ 

It is possible. that even the coolness wiA 
which Mordaunt made this explanation might 
not have satisfied his father concerning the 
9^bject of investigation ; but Swertha at this 
moment entered with l»reakfast, and the youth> 
notwithstanding- his late supper, engaged in 
thfit meal with an air which satisfied Mertoun 
t^t he held it matter of more grave importance 
than the conversation which they had just held* 
and that he had nothing more to say upon the 
subject explanatory of the answers he had al-^ 
ready given*. He shaded his brow with his 
hand^ and looked long fixedly upon the young 
man as he was busied with bis morning meal, 
There was neither abstraction nor a sense of 
being observed in any of his. motions ; all wa9 
frank, natural, and open^ ^ 

^'U^ i$ %acy*firee/' mi^tter^d :Mertoiin JO/ 
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him^elf-^-'' so youngs so lively, aad so imagtiia* 
tive, 80 handsome and so attractive in face and 
person^ strwge, that at bis age, and ii^ his oir^ 
cums^ancesx he shoqld have avoided the mesbef 
which catch all the world beside." 

When tbe breakfast was over, tbe elder Merr 
touiiy instead of proposing, as usual, that bif 
son, whQ aw^ted his commands, should betake 
himself to one branch or other of his studies, 
assumed his hat and staff, and desired that 
Mordaunt should accompany him to the top 
of the cliff, called Sumburgh-hettd, and fi^om 
thence look out. upon the state of the ocean, 
agitated as it n^ust still be by the tempest of 
Ih^ preceding day, Mordaunt was at the ag^ 
wb#i) young men willingly exchange sedentary 
pursuits for active exerciscji and started up with 
alaqrity to comply with his father's request; 
and in the course of a few minutes they were 
niounUng together the hill, which, ascending 
from the land side in a long, steep, and grassy 
slope,, sinks at once from the summit to tb^ 
^ea in an abrupt and tremei^dous precipice.: 

The day was delightful ; there was just; so 
|9iuph mption ip the air las to disturb the littl^ 
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flemqrttoods whk^ were edifetered onthe hori- 
txm, and by floating dtemoccttsiotiidfy <Pf^ die 
Kun/to eheqner tbe'hmdBcape with that tatfiety 
Df light and shade which often gives to a bare 
and uninclosed scene, for die time at leasts !a 
apeoies of chamr approaching to Ihe Tarieties 
t»f a 0idtiTiited and planted countty. A th<m- 
aand flitting hues of light and slodte ftUftH 
oyer iix0 expanse of wild moor, To6ks^ and in- 
lets, which, as they cKmbed higher and hi^er, 
tpn>A in wide und wider drcoit aroond ib^. 
The elder Mertoan often paused and lo<Aed 
aronnd trpon the sic6ne, and' for some time las 
son supposed that he halted to enjoy its bean- 
ties ; but as they ascended still higher op the 
hiH, he remarked hts shortened breath and 
Us nncartdn and toilsome step, and became 
isssuredi with some feelings of alarm, Atftiis 
father's strength was, for die inomteirt^ ex- 
hausted, and that he found th0 asqent mote 
ioihome and fatiguing than usuaK To dmw 
(dose to his side, ^nd otBsr him ifi sitenoe die 
lussistance of his arm, was an act of 'youthftfl 
^fereac^ to advanced age, as weH as * of filial 
reverenoe, and Mertoan seemed at flrst ao'to 
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JBeoeiwp it^ foriJie took ia sikttce the adTanti^e 

. lURHUkbut fiif tflRQ .or threeiiimuloi* bowerer, 
4fit ihe fiitber avails hnoself of. hiB Aon's sup- 
ports They bad not ascended fifty yards farther 
^ef^«he«piished.Mordauiit suddenly, if not rude^r 
Iffpfrom bjm; and as if^steng into dexertion by 
aooflie ^sodden xecoUeotioo, began to mount the 
acclivity with such long and quick paoes, that 
Mocdaxuityin his^^oniy was obliged to exert 
hiBiself to keep pace with htm* . He koew his 
fiber's peculiarity of disposition | be was awaire^ 
^mdnaay slight circumstances, that he loved 
bim not .even .while be todkjnuch pains of bis 
education,' and rwbile he. seemed to be the «oIe 
4Gdi)eet of his care upon earth. But the con* 
Tietton bad nevief :been .more-strongty or more 
powarfully forced vupoo faim than by the hasty 
churHdinefs with which Mertoun rejected from 
a\.8on that assistance which most elderly men 
r^are willing to receive from youths with whom 
tb^ are but^g^tly connected, as a tribute 
which it is. alike graceful to yield and to re^ 
^eivCk Mertoun^ however, did not seem to 
perceive the effect which his unkiudness bad 
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piodnced upon his son's feelings. " ^e penned 
vfon a sort of level terrace wUch they bad 
now attained, nnd addressed his scm with an 
indifterent tone^ which seemed in some degree 
affected. .' . 

'^ Since you have so few inducementB^Mor** 
daunty to remain in these wild isbnds, I sup^iose 
you sometimes wish to look a little more abroa4 
into the world ?•' 

r.^VBy my word, sir,*' replied Mordamst, ** I 
cannot say I ever have thought on suck a 
PttJ^ject/^ 

t'/ And why not, young man ?" demanded his 
father ; ^^ it were but natural, I think, at your 
ag^. At your age, the fair and varied breadtli • 
of Britain could not gratify me, much less Urn 
compass of a sea-girdled peat-moss.'^ 

.^^ I have never thought of leaving Zd^hmiy: 
sir/' Replied the son* '* I am happy here, woA 
haye fiiends. You yourself, sir, woukL misf 
me, unless indeed^' :•' 

*' Why« thou wouldst not persuade me,'' md ^ 
hi§ father, somewhat hastily, '^ that you. atay 
beiTje^i ov desire to stay here,, for the love of 
me?-. , .:. 
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Why fihottld' I not, sir?" answered Mbf- 
dftunt^ mildly; ^ it is my duty, and I hop6 I 
hare hitherto performed it/' 
• ^ O ay/' repeated MeitoUn/in the same tone 
— " your duty — ^your duty. So it is Ae duty of 
the dog to follow the groom that feeds htm." 

'* And does he not do bo, isir ?" said Mordaunt; 

■** Ay/*^ said Ins father^ turning his head aside ; 
'' but he fawns only on those who caress him." 

"I hope, sir," replied Mordaunt,. "I have not 
beeb found deficient l'^ 

'* Say no more bn't — say no more on%" said 
Mertoun. abruptly, '* we have both done enough 
by each other-^we must soon part-— Let that be 
owr comfort— ^if our separation should require 
coarfort." 

** I shall be ready to obey your wishes/' said 
Mbidaimit^ not : altogether displeased at wlxat 
promised him an opportunity of looking further' 
abioad into the world.. ** I presume^it will be 
your pleasure that I commence my travels with 
a reason <at the whale-fishing/^ 

.*^ Whale-fishing !" replied Mertounf '* that 
wiSre;a mode indeed of seeing the world ^ but 
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thou 8p€fld(e8t but as thou luAtl^nied. Ea6ii|^ 
oftliisforlliepreMttL Tell v» iriittteyMiiai 
shelter from the storm yojMwfcijy* 

" At StovrluBgh^dw house of thetiew Aetor 
from Sooittsfldi'* — 

** A pedttntiCi: fiostestic, jristonsanr sehemes/! 
said Mertoon— ^^ ftnd iiiAuomwtm fomtitUste^^ 

''His sister, sir/' repUedfif^fddiiMi'^aflfi^ld 
Noma of the FitM4iead/' 

'' What ! the mistress of the potted sfMsH/' aft^ 
swered Mertoan, with a sneer — ^ she^wka cm 
change the wind by puUiDg her coieh ob one 
side, as King^ Eribk/used to d^'iqr tonang.U0 
oap? The dame joumeys fSur ftom jum Kj lia # 
fares she? DAesshe^etrichrbjrseHii^AMKiaiii 
able winds to those who are port4>oaii&rf " -^ 

'' I really do notkBO«r> sir/' sakL: Moodaitt^ 
whom certain recoUeetions jtfeyentsiltvMBi 
freely entering into Us father's hmniNUV} ' - '^ 

'' You think the matter too serioosio hajiiti 
ed with, or pe Aaps esteem her merQha»fis»^lOt 
light to be cared sfbsr/' continned :MertoiMi^ ii 
the ^ame sarcastic tone, which was -dtarttpii^est 
approach he ever made tb cheerfyttess; tal 
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c<m8tder itau^e deeply. Every thing in Uieuni* 

T^»e is bought aad sold, and why not ivindy i( 

the merchimt can find porchasen? The earth ia 

neot^ from its siftface down, to its most central 

mines ;— the fire^and the means of feeding it,aro» 

cm^reiitly ,bonght and. sold ^-r^the wretches ' that 

sweep the boisteroua. ox^ean with their nets, pay^ 

tanaomfor the prhrUege x^SJmmg^ow^ i& iU 

What title has the air .to. be exempted from the 

umi^eral conme of traffic ? All above the earthy 

under the earthy .and anound the earthy has ite 

fp^ie, ita sdlersr-and its purehasers. In many» 

GQimtriesil^ priests will sell you a pocticm vof 

heayen^-*4n; all cpvntries men are wilUngtohiy; 

in exehange for health, wealthy and peaee -^i 

conscieiM^e, a full portion of hell. Why Bhonld 

}Mi(. ^orna pursue her trnffio V 

. f'vNity^ I impw n9 reai^n ag»mst iV r^Ued 

B(erto;m&« *' oirfy I^riah^she woold pa<rt with the 

Q9n|modi|;ya];t#l9alj^q^tft»t^^ Yesteidiyshe 

wsi^ A whi^fH^i/teaLeiT^wkoeir^ treated>.wiih 
ht3r bad too g(M>d .a.f>^pyworth/' { 

uf^Jt is even so,*" sajd tlM^ fatbeie^ pausing oo 
tht verge of the wild pr6mont«Hry which they 
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had attained, Where the huge precipice 
ahniptly down on the wide and tempestuous 
ocean, '' and the effects are still visible/' 
' Thf face of that lofty cape is composed of the 
soft and crumbling stone called sand-flag, whidi 
gradually yields to the action of the atmos- 
phere, and becomes split into large masses^ tiiat 
hang loose upon the verge of the precipicey and, 
detached from it by the fury of the tempestK, 
often descend vrith great fury to the vexed abysti 
which lashes the foot of the rock. Numbers of 
these huge fragments lie strewed beneatii the 
rocks from which they have descended, and 
amongst these the tide foams and rages with a 
fury peculiar to these latitudes. 

At the period when Mertoun and his son l(}€^^ 
ed from the verge of the precipice, the wide, sea 
stiil heaved and swelled with the agitation (rf'the 
yesterday's storm, which had been far too violeni 
lo subside speedily. The tide therefore poured 
on the headlaiid with a fury deafening to the ear, 
and dizzying to the eye, threatening instant de« 
structibn to whatever might be at the time in- 
volved in itft ipurrent. T^ie sight of nature in hef 
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taagnificence, or in her beauty, or in her teirror^, 
has at all times an overpowering interest, which 
eveh habit cannot greatly weaken ; and both 
father and son sate themselves down on the 
cliff to look out upon that unbounded war of 
waters, which rolled in their wrath to the foot 
<if the precipice^ 

' At once Mordaunt, whose eyes were sharper^ 
and probably his attention more alert than that 
^:if his faUier, started up and exclaimed, ^* Obd 
in Heaven! there is a vessel in the Roost.'^ 

Mertottn looked to the nordi-westward, and 

> 

an object was visible amid the rolling tide. *' She 
shews no sail/' he observed ; and immediately 
added, after looking at the object through his 
l^y-glass, ** She is dismasted, and lies a sheer- 
^ hulk upon the water," 
■ * "And is drifting on the Sumburgh-head,'* 

L 

said Mordaunt^ struck with horror, " without 
the slightest means of weathering the cape." 

** She makes no effort/' replied his father ; 
^ she is probably deserted by her crew.'* 

'* And in such a day as yesterday,'* replied 
Mordaunt, *' when no open boat could live were 

VOL, I. L 
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Sfe? PWR?^ ^*^* *hp ^ TOP ^X8>^ fea»4Iftd§p 

" It is ii^99jt prpba^ljB/' ssi^4 j^ f^^r, m^ 
stei^ coi^pc^si^rp } '* ap^ ^f ^, g9P9#r IV 

9ffep%r i^^P l9y^F^ wftPff apt^ing ew»BW> 
caaght them up at one swoop frpja jop^t ^^at- 

tere4 df g]|fi^ pr Tyfe^U^pr he clut^^pd t^effi i^di- 

W^^t sigRJfips i^?rT|ih/B flecJf, the h#tle*ftp^i 
are sc^^^ p\ojf frm to us |iftij our ^Ua ai^ 
par M ; ^pd we ^e sft¥?d §rQffli % on? , weiely 
to ^g 9Ht a J^earUess ap4 w?? WipLe exiatc^9f, 
tW wg pef^jp^ at t}ip other. WquJ^ t)^e .:(ua«yr 
were coju^-Tr^li^at houf vWgl^ re^g wqM 
teacji us t9 ^ijjh fpr, \yere it not tliat n^^turq |mi 
implanted the fear of it so ^fOUg\jf m^itb^ i}s! 
ypu \yppder at sjjcli ^ re.^epjjpn, l^ecftc^^ Jife is 
yet new to ypi^. Ere yp^ Ijay^ ^|:^;a}ned ^ 
agp, it will Jjf llie familiar cppapapjpji pf yo|jf . 
thouerhls." . 

" Surej^^ gir^" repli# Mpfd^ijipt, '' p^ph djsn 
^aste to life i§ ngt the DPpejjsftrj c^^i^eij^eoce 
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** To all who have sense to estimate that which 
it is really wrorth," said Mertoun. " Those who, 
t3ce Magnus Troil, possess so much of the ani- 
mal impulses ahout them^ as to derive pleasure 
from sensiial gratification, may pethaps^ like the 
animals, feel pleasmre iii mere existence.'* 

Wordaunt liked neither the dootrine nor the 
example. He thought a man who discharged 
his duties towards others as well as the good 
old ndaller, had a better right to have the suti 
shine fair on his setting, than that which he 
might derive from mere insensibility. But he 
let the subject drop ; for to dispute with hla 
father^ had always the e^ect of irritatirig hidi ) 
and again he adverted to the condition of the 
wreck. 

The hulk, for it was little better, was now in 
the very micbt of the current, and drifting at a 
gr^t rate towards the fool of the jj^reeipioe, upon 
whose verge they were placed. Yet it was arlong 
while ere they had a distinct view of the object 
which they had at first seen as a black speck 
amongst the waters, and then at a nearear di^'t 
tance, like a whale, which now searee shews its 
back-fin above the waves, uqw throws to vi^w 
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its huge black side. Now, howerei*^ tfiey coidd 
more distinctly observe the appearance of the 
ship^ for the huge swelling waves which bore it 
forward to the shore^ heaved it alternately high 
upon the surface, and then plunged it into the 
trough or furrow of the sea. She seemed a 
vessel of two or three hundred tons, fitted op 
for defence, for they could see her port-hole^. 
She had been dismasted probably in the gale of 
the preceding day, and lay water-logged on the 
waves, a prey to their violence* It appeared 
certain, that the crew, finding themselves un- 
able either to direct the vessel's course, or to 
relieve her by pumping, had taken to their boats, 
and left her to her late. All apprehensions were 
therefore unnecessary, so far as the immediate 
loss of human lives was concerned ; and yet it 
was not without a feeling of breathless' awe that 
Mordaunt and his father beheld the vessel — 
that rare masterpiece by which human genius 
aspires to surmount the waves, and contend 
with the winds, upon the point of falling a prey 
to them. 

Onward it came, the large black hulk seem^ 
ing larger at every fathom's length. She came 
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nearer, until she bestrode the summit of one 
tremendous billow^ which rolled on with her 
tmbroken, till the wave and its burthen were 
precipitated against the rock, and then the 
triumph of the elements over the work of human 
hands was at once completed. One wave^ we 
have said, made the wrecked vessel completely 
manifest in her whole bulk, as it raised her, 
and bore her onward against the face of the 
precipice. But when that wave receded from 
the foot of the rock, the ship had ceased to 
exiat,; and the retiring billow only bore back a 
quantity of beams, planks, casks^ and similar ob- 
jects, which swept out to the offing, to be brought 
in agaiii by the next wave, and again precipitated 
upon the face of the rock. 
: It was at this moment that Mordaunt con* 
Ci^i ved he saw a man floating on a plank or water- 
casik, which; drifting away from the main cur- 
rent, seemed about to go a-shore upon a small 
,8gpqt of sand, where the water was shallow, and 
the waves broke more smoothly. To see the 
danger, and to exclaim, " He lives, and may yet 
be saved !" was the first impulse of the fearless 
Mordaunt. The next was, after one rapid 
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gfamce at the frcRDt of the cliff, to precipitale 
bimsd^sach seemed the rapidity of bis move- 
mentr^haai ihe vei^e, and to oommenoe, bj 
iifeetiiB of i£gbt fissvres, pf ojectmiB, and cic* 
nces in tbc rod^ a deseeBty 'mhich, to a spec- 
tator, appesred little else than an a6l of abs€d«te 
insanifcjr. 

. ** 9t0fi^ I coBunand youy tasb boy/' said Ira 
ftttber ; ^ tke atteiapt is death. Stop, and take 
Hie safca- path to the lefL" Bat Mordaniit nam 
alteiEidy completely engaged' in his pertlods entail 
priae*. 

'^ Why shoald. I pretent hmi 1" said bis fa*^ 
tfier, ckeAhtg )m. aszicty niih ibe stent aaid 
unfeefing philosophy whose principles be badi 
adopted. '' Sbonld he die notr, fall of geitecoaai 
attd higb feeling, tttger m the canse of huannity, 
h^fpy m the exertion of his own consoioiis ao« 
tiyify and youthful sttength— should he die nOWy 
lidiliw Botescape misanthropy^ and semorse^and 
age, and the consciousness of decaying powers, 
both of body and mind?«-^{ will no<i look upon 
it,, however — I wiil not — I cannot behold his 
yoQDg light sa suddenly quenched.." 

He tarned from the precipice accosdihgly. 



ffltcl k^§ni{ig «6 ^S M (or nkiti fflah £ (f SaHSf^ 
of a mile, he procifedfed <6lwaai d fitd, 6f cfeRf 
m tifd ioek, tMkiUm^ U p&£»; 6afl^ Effbk's 

oijly me hf men tlie iriK«^itafiti df JarlsKo^ 
w^^^ teottt, f6^ dh^ ptirp'oi^e, to s^K a^^iiib tif 
the fo6'£ of the pt^blftte. 

fiut' fong 6re Sl6rto'Atf ^M r^^tmS ^Sn M 
Upper ettd ht tte ^a^^, h^ idfv'eWur^fai aiid ^6-^ 
fifi^ soti' Hd ac6omplii^€>(f liid mor^ A^£p^ii& 
enterprize. He had H^Hii in i>afti fittiM MSS 
frbitf th6' diV6c<! fine of descent, if t&'e itifetf en- 
tion a( difficulties^ \^lHcft He tad not ^e'iff fr6tif 
afcoT6f— ftis^ rotrt^ fce'dartie drily irf6t^ AvfASloy; 
b6t co^lrf not 66 infeMpfed. iStoire' tfean^ otfce*, 
ki^6 fragmeiVte.tb^ whieh h6 ^ks a-febtft t6 ^- 
ttu^t fiS^ wetghi!, gaV6 t^ay UfSt^ ftWr, ^li^rf 
ffiandei'ed' d6^h' Mt6*tfBi torm'^nt^d ofi^iin f inMf 
itt otie o*!^ ^6 ihstaric^k, sucli M^t^^^£ce'i6t 
f^k rushed after fiiiii, a^ if to hfe'dr Bhff heafi- 
feng in ihert course. A coihfag^duS nett^ i 
sfeady eye, a t^nMoAs* Sattd, arid d ^frti ftot;' 
<ffiirrfedliirii Mtough hi^ desperate M&a'pi; dricf 
» t^ spatce 6f itvei^ miiiiifes, fre Bt6bff ^t M 
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bottom of the cUff» from the verge of which bet 
bad achieved his perilous descent* 

The place which he now occupied waa^the 
small projecting spot of stones^ sand^ and gni^i^ 
that e3(tended a little way into the sea, which on 
the right hand lashed the very bottom of thept^? 
cipice, and on the left, was scarce divided 'bom 
it by. a small wave^wom portion of beach which 
extended as far as the foot of the rent in the 
icocks called Erick'a steps, by which Mordaunt a 
father proposed to descend. - • 

When the vessel split and went to pieces., all 
i|7as swallowed up in the ocean^ which had« after 
the first shock, been seen to float upon the 
waves,, excepting only a few pieces of wreds'^ 
casks, chests, and the like, which a strong eddy^ 
jfocmed by the reflux of the waves> had land^ 
or at least grounded, upon the shallow wh^if 
Mordaunt now stood. Amongst these, his ei^of 
eye discovered the object which had at fiist epir 
gaged his attention, and which now, seen at 
piigher distance, proved to be in truth a mail^ 
9i^4 in a most precarious state. His arms weie 
#tiU wrapt with a close and convulsive grasp 
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lt>imd the plank to which he had clang, in the 
moment of the shock, but sense and the power 
of mo^n were fled ; and, from the situation in 
which the plank lay, partly grounded upon the 
h^Mbbh, partly floating in the sea, there was every 
ehance'that it might be again washed off shore, 
in* wliieh case the man's death was inevitable. 
Just as he had made himself aware of these cir- 
catnstances, Mordaunt beheld a huge wave ad- 
vancing, and hastened to interpose his aid ere 
it burst, aware that the reflux might probably 
sweep away the sufferer. 

He rushed into the surf and fastened on the 
body with the same tenacity, though under a dif- 
ferent impulse, with that wherewith the hound 
B^zen his prey. The strength of the retiring 
#arv^ proved even stronger than he had ex- 
p^ted, and it was not without a struggle for his 
"ew^ life, as well as for that of the stranger, that 
Mordaunt resisted being swept out to sea with 
the receding billow, when, though an adroit swim- 
mer, the strength of the tide must either have 
dashed him against the rocks, or hurried him 
<M2t to sea. He stood his ground, however,, 
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ond ere another snch biUow bad rettifnec/ to (he 
attack^ he drew up, upon the small sKp of drj^ 
sdndy both the body of the idkh, aiifd the plank 
to which he cdirtiniifed 6nnly attached. Bit Bcnif 
to save and to recall the m^As 6f ebbing ITfe 
and strength, and how to remove into al place of 
greater safety the sufferer, ^ho was hicap^Ie 
of giving any assistance towards his own prt/- 
servatioh^ were (Questions which MoidttSM' 
asked himself eagerly^ bat in yaiti. 

He looked to the summit of the cliff on wln6h 
he had left his fatherland shouted to him fdt 
bis assistance ; but his eye couM not distinguish 
his form, and his vdi6e Was only answered by 
the screain of the sea«-birds. H^ gazed agtibi 
on the suflferer — ^A dress richly laced, SECcord- 
ing to the fashion of the titees, fin^lmei^is/tmd 
rings upon his fingers, ei^iifdedhd was a Bfete'x)f 
superior rank ; and Bis fes^tures shev^ed yotitli 
and comeliness, notwithstanding they were pal- 
lid and disfigured. He still breathed, btit sa* 
feebly^ that his respiration seemed almost hn- 
perceptible, and life se^Aed to keep sucb sl^hf 
hold of his frame, that there was every reasort 
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to fear k would become altogether extln* 
guished, unless it were speedily reinforced. 
To loosen the handkerchief from his neck, to 
laise him with his face towards the breeze, to 
support hiB^ with his armsj lyas vll that Mor- 
daunt could do for hift assistances^ whilst he 
anxiously looked round for some one who might 
Lend hif aid in dragging the unfortunate to a 
more safe situation. 

At this mcHsaent he beheld a man advancing 
^owly and cautiously along the beach. He was 
in hopes> at firsts it was his father, butinstantly 
reec^lected that he bad not bad time to come 
routkl by the tircuitous descent^ to which he 
must necessarily have recourse, and besides he 
saw that the man who approached him wab 
i&OBter in stature. 

As he caitfe nearer, Mordaunt was at no loss 
td reoogniz& the pedlar whoiki the day before 
he had m^t with at Harfra, and who was known 
to' him before upon many occasions. He shout- 
ed as l6ud a^ be could, '* Bryce, hollo ! Bryce, 
Goaie hither V* But the merchant, intent upon 
piekibg^up' some of the spoils' of the wrecks and 
uf^n dragging them out of reach of the tide. 
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paid for some time little attention to his 
shouts. 

When he did at length approach Mordauat, 
it was not to lend him his aid, but to remon*' 
fittate with him on his rashness in undertaking 
Uie charitable office. '* Are you mad ?*' said be \ 
^ you that have lived sae lang in Zetland^ k> 
risk the saying of a drowning man ? Wot ye 
Aot^ if yon bring him to life again, he will be 
mire to do you some capital injury ? — Cosier 
Master Mordaunt, bear a hand to what's mair 
to the purpose. Help me to get ane or twa of 
t%ese kists ashore before any body else comes, 
and we shall share, like good Christians^ what 
God sends us, and be thankful.^' 

Mordaunt was indeed no stranger to this in- 
human superstition, current at a former period 
among the lower orders of the Zetlanders, and 
tlie more generally adopted, perhaps, that it 
served as an apology for refusing assistance to 
the unfortunate victims of shipwreck, while 
they made plunder of their goods. At any 
rate the opinion, that to save a drowning man 
was to run the risk of future injury from him, 
formed a strange contradiction in the character 



THE PIRATE. 173 

of these islanders; who^ hospitable, generoim, 
and disinterested on all other occasions, iirei^e 
sometimes, nevertheless^ induced by this super-* 
stitioo, to refuse their aid in these mortal emer- 
gencies, which were so common upon iheir 
roeky and stormy coasts. We are happy to 
add, that the exhortation and example of the 
proprietors have eradicated eyen the traces of 
this inhuman belief, of which there might be 
some observed within the memory of tbpse 
now alive. It is strange that the minds of 
men should ever have been hardened towards 
those involved in a distress to which they them- 
selves were so constantly exposed; but per- 
haps the constant sight and consciousness of 
such danger tends to blunt the feelings to its 
consequences^ whether affecting ourselves , <;^r 
others. 

Bryce was remarkably tenacious of this an- 
cient belief; the more so, perhaps, that the 
mounting of his pack depended less upon tfoe 
ware-houses of Lerwick or Kirkwall, than on 
the consequences of such a north-western gale 
as that of the day preceding; for which (being a 
man who, in his own way, professed great devo*> 
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lion) he seldom failed to express his gratefdl 
thanks to heaven. It was indeed said of him, 
that if he had spent the same time in assisting 
the wrecked seamen, that he bad done in rifling 
their bales and boxes, he would have sared 
many Ityes, and lost much linen. He paid no 
sort of attention to the repeated entreaties of 
Mordaunt, although he was now iipon the same 
slip of sand with him — well knoMm to Bryc0 
as a place on which the eddy was likely to 
land such spoils as the ocean disgorged — but 
occupied himself busily in securing and appror 
priating whatever seemed most portable and 6{ 
greatest value. At length Mordaunt saw tbn 
honest pedlar fix his views upon a strong seo^ 
chest, framed of some Indian wood, well se* 
cured by brass plates, and seeming to be of 4' 
foreign construction. The stout lock resisted 
all Bryce's efforts to open it, until, with great 
composure, he plucked from his pocket a very 
neat hammer and chisel, and began fcHrcing the 
hina:es. 

Incensed at his assurance beyond patience^ 
Mordaunt caught up a wooden stretcher which 
lay near him, and laying his charge softly on the 
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sand, approached ^ryc^ with ^, i^n^cing ges- 
]1\m:^, ^ad excla^n^ed, '* You cold-Wooded inhur 
m^n rajBcal ! either get up insta^itly and lend m^ 
yQur assistance to recover this man, and bea|: 
kW out of dangc^r from the surf, pr I wiJJ pot 
only beat you to a muippiy pn *tbe spot, but iiv 
ffipn ftfagnus Troil of yqyr thievery, tb^t be 
my b^ye yp^^ ilogge4 411 yo^r bo^?^ ^^ bare, 
apd (lien banish yoi^ frop^ the m^jn island.'^ 

The lid of the chest had just sprung open a^s 
<Am& rpfagb fid4i;€ss sal^ted Bjyce'^ e^irs, and 
t]\e ip^e pres^t^4 a tempting view of wearipg 
apparel for se^a and land , shirts, plain and with 

Im^ r«|fl^7. a pilyer compj^s, ft $^ver-bilted 
^]t¥prd^ and otlx^r valuable articles, i^bich the 
^^ar well knew tj^ be sup)i ^ stir in the tra4e* 
l^fl ^a$ half-4f6pQse4 to start up, draw thf 
(^pr^i lybich was a c^t and-thru^t, and ^' dar- 
mwh^tt^^^f" ?§ Spfp^fr pjays, rather thap quit 
his prize, or brook interruption.* B^ing, tbpugl} 
sj|0^t, a §^out s^yajT^-sUia^e pprspnage, and not 
p^j^pli pa^ tl}e prjfpe of life, bs^ying besides the 
hi^t^r w^appBj, ^p n^igbt have given Mordaunt 
p^wujpjtrpubJjsjJia^hiabenevolentkjaight-e^^^ 
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Already, as with yehemence he repeated his 
injanctions that Bryce should forbear his ^un- 
der, and come to the assistance of the dying 
man, the pedlar retorted with a voice of defiance, 
'' Dinna sWear, sir; dinna swear, sir"*-*-! wiU 
endure no swearing in my presence; and if 
you lay a finger on me, that am taking the 
lawful spoil of the Egyptians, I will give ye a 
lesson ye shall remember from this day tp 
Yule.'' 

Mordaunt would speedily have put the ped- 
lar's courage to the test, but a voice behind him 
suddenly said, '* Forbear T' It was the voice 
of Noma of the Fitful-head, who, during the' 
heat of their altercation, had approached them 
unobserved. " Forbear,** she repeated ; ♦* and, 
Bryce, do thou render Mordaunt the assistanee 
he requires ; it shall avail thee more, and it is I 
who say the word« than all that you could earn 
t9rday besides.'* 

: ./^ Itisseenteenhundred linen,** said thepedlat, 
giving a tweak to one of the shirts, in that^know- 
ing manner with which matrons and judges tecer- 
tain the texture of the loom ; '' it is seenteen hun- 
dred linen, and as strong as an it were dowlas. 
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Neirertlielessv moliier, yduf b£dmig i» tb btf 
done ; and I would have done Mr MeiftlfttffiC^B 
UiMhig too" he udded, relaxin]^ from his note 
of defiance, into the defeiHmtial whining toti« 
irith whiohr htf oft|<Aed hifl^nfitomera, " if h^ 
hadfta made use- 6t profane 6atfi6> whidi tah46 
my vei^ ^fierix gniey m^ datis^d mt, in some 
KNPty 4x> f^dvget myself/' H« then took a flaslc 
from Mfi -{yeokeft^ ami atf^prottdied the ship^ 
wteoked man. " It^s the best of brandy," he 
goid ; ^^ and' if that does na cure him, I ken 
ndtght that will/' S^ saying, he took a pre- 
Ikmnary gulp himself, as if to shew the quality 
cf the liquor, (ttid was about to put it to the 
flgan'sr moutb/ ii^hen' midde^ty ^thhdlding his 
hmd, he looked at Nomii — *' Y6u itisure me* 
i^itii^ aH risk 6t enl from hin!i, if I am to 
i^&A^t him w^ help ? — Ye ijen^oursd wtai* 
iolks say, nwyiher.'* 

For ail other answer^ Nbrba to6k the bottle 
from the pedlar's h^lld^ and began to chafe tke 
teotyples and throCtt of the shipwrecked' man; 
directing Mordaunt bow to hold his head, so 
as to afford him ^ means of disgor^g the 

VOjL. I. M 
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sea-watiar which be had swallowed doling his 
immersipn. 

The pedlar looked on inactive for a moment^ 
and thet) said, '' To be sure there is not Ae 
same risk in helping him now he is out of the 
water, and lying high and dry on the beadi; 
and, to be sore, the principal danger is, to those 
that first touch him ; and, to be sure, it is ja 
world's pity to see how these rings are pinching 
the puir creature's swald fingers — they inake 
his baud as blue as a partan's back before 
boiling." So saying, be seized one of the 
man's cold hands, which had jost, by a trema* 
Ions motion, indicated the^ return of life, and 
began his charitable work of removing the 
rings, which seemed to be of some value. 

*^ As you love your life, forbear," said Noma 
sternly, '' or I will lay that on you which shall 
spoil your travels through the isles." 

** Now, for mercy's sake, mother, say nae 
mair about it," said the pedlar, *' and I'll e'en 
do your pleasure in your ain way. I did^t^l a 
rheumatize in my back-spauld yestreen; and 
it wad be a sair thing for the like of me to be 
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^debarred my quiet walk round the country, in 
the way of trade — making the konecit penny « 
and hidping myself with what Providence sends 
on our coasts/' 

'< Peace, then,** said the woman—*' Peace, as 
■diou wouldst not rue it ;' aiid take fcbis man on 
thy broad shoulders. His'life is of value,, and 
you will be rewarded.** 

^ I had muckle need/' Said the pedlar, pen- 
sively looking at the lidless chest, and the 
other matters which strewed the sand; ''for 
he has corned between me. and as mickle 
spreacherie as wad hae made a man of mc for 
the rest of my life ; and now it maun lie her6 
till the next tide sweep it a' doun the Roost, 
after them that aught it yesterday morning.*' - 
: *^ Fear not," said Noma, "it will come to 
man's use. See^ there come carrion-crows, of 
scent as keen as thine own." 
, . She. spoke truly, for several of the people 
from the hainlet of Jarlshof were now hasteniag 
alofig the beach, to have their share in the spoil. 
!Ehe pedlar beheld them approach with a deep 
groan. " Ay, ay," he said, " the folk of Jarls- 
Jiiof, they will make clean wark ; they are ken'd 
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for tkai fiur and wide ; they winim kare tiie 
▼aloe of a rotten raibn ; and what's waar, tbem 
isna aae o' theni has mense or sense eneugh to 
give thanks for the mercies when they hare 
gotten ihem. There is the anld RanzdHfaOy 
Neil Ronaldsdiiy that ctuma walk a mikr lt> 
hear the minister^ bat he w9l hirpie ten if he 
hears of a ship embayed.'' 

Noma, however, seemed to possess wclr him 
so complete an asetadancy, that he no longer 
hesitated to take the man, who now gave 
strong symptoms of lewing emstence, npom 
his shonlders; and^ assisted by Mordmmty 
trudged aloi^ the sea-beach with his bordeti, 
withoat farther remonstrance* Ere he was 
borne off, the sirai^r pointed to die chest, 
and attempted to mutter something, to Wlndi 
Noma replied, ^* Enough. It shall be secnred.? 

Advancing towards the passage called Erick'a 
steps^ by which they were to ascend the cliffi^ 
they met the people from Jarlshof, hastening in 
the opposite direction. Man and womoai, as 
they paiurad, reveroitly made room for Ifoma, 
and sainted hor-^not without an expression' of 
fear upon some of their foces* She passed then^ 
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a few paces, and then tuiniog back called aloud 
to ihe Raoas^maDyWlio (though the practice 
vm more commoo tbaa legal) was attending 
the nsst of the hanalet upon this plundering 
ei^pedttion. ^' Neil Roualdson/' she said, '^mark 
my words. There stands yonder a chest, from 
whifih the lid has been just prized off. Look it 
he brought down to yourown house at Jarlshof, 
jOjA Its it iu)w is* Beware of tkioring or touching 
the slightest article. He were better in his gmve, 
that so much as looks at the contents. I ^peak 
Qot for nought, ncHT in aught will I be dis- 
obeyed." 

** Your pleasure shall be done, moth^/' said 
Rppaldson. ^* I warrant we will not break bulk, 
since sic is yoiir bidding/' 

<Far behind the rest of the villagers, followed 
an old woman, talking to herself, and cursing 
her own decrepitude, which kept her the last' of 
thj» psurty, yet jNressing forward with all her 
might to. get her share of the spoil. 

WUen they met htr, Mordaunt was astonished 
to reeagnise his ft^ther's old housekeeper. — 
'*liQm now,'' he said, '^ Swertha, what make 
you 80 far from home?" 
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'*'Just €'en daikering ottt to look after my 
auld master and your honour/' replied Swertha, 
who felt like a criminal caught in the manner; 
for on more occasions than one, Mr Mertoun had 
intimated his high disapprobation of such excur- 
sions as she was at present engaged in. 

But Mbrdaunt was too much engaged with 
his own thoughts to take much notice of her - 
delinquency. ** Have you seen my father?" 
he said. 

" And that I have,** replied Swertha — "The 
gude gentleman was ganging tx> hirsel bimsell 
doun Erick's steps, whilk would have been the 
ending of him, that is in no way a crag^s-man. 
Sae I e'en gat him wiled away hame —and I was 
just seeking you that you may gang after him 
to the hall-house^ for, to my thought, he is iar 
frae weel." 

'* My father unwell ?" said Mordaunt, remeaH> 
bering the faintness he had exhibited at the 
commencement of that morning's walk. 

" Far frae weel — far frae weel," groaned out 
Swertha, with a piteous shake of the ^ead — - 
" white o' the gills — white o' the gills-^^nd him ' 
to think of coming down the rivaT 
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^* Retorii liome^ Mordaunt/^ said Norna, who 
was listening, to what had passed. ** I will see 
alt that is necessary done for this man's relief; 
and yon will find him at the Ranzelman's, when 
yon list to inquire. Yon cannot help him more 
than you already have done.*' 

Mordaunt felt this was true^ and, command- 
ing Swertha to follow him home instantly, 
betook himself to the path homeward. 

Swertha hobbled reluctantly after her young 
master in the same direction, until she lost sight 
of him on his entering the cleft of the rock, then 
instantly turned about, muttering to herself, 
'^ Ha^e home in good sooth ? — ^haste home, and 
lose the best chance of getting a new rokelay and 
owrelay that I have had these ten years ? by my 
certie, na — Its seldom sic rich Godsends come 
on our coast — no since the Jenny and James 
came ashore in King Charlie's time." 

So saying, she mended her pace as well as she 
could, and a willing mind making amends for 
frail limbs, posted on with wonderful dispatch to 
put in for her share of the spoil. She soon 
reached the beach where the Ranzelman, stuffing 
his own pouches all the while, was exhorting the 
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f^ to.pfut things fairyaiid be mtifjbbtuxif, apd 
to gitft to the Mid and he^kts a shaote of what 
was going, whicl^ ^e cbariHaUy remprlred, wovSA 
\ffmg 9 Ueaaiog on the fihofe, aaid iie«d thom 
'' ipair vredui ere piatar.^ 



J 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

** He was a lovely youth, I guess : 
The pantlwr in the wiMenieM 

Was not fo fair as be. 
And when be chose to sport and play, 
Jib dolphin evcrwas so gay, 

Upon the liopic sm." 

Woan&woBTH. 

The light foot of Mordaunt Mertoiui wa$ 
not long of bearing bim to Jarlshof. He en* 
tered the house hasUlyy for what he himself 
bad observed that morning, corresponded in 
some degree with the ideas which Swertha's 
tale was calculated to excite. He found his 
{rther^ however, in the inn^ apartment, repos* 
ing himself after his fatigue; and his first 
question satisfied him that the good dame had 
practiaed a little imposition to get. rid of them 
boAh; 

<< Where is this dying man whom you have 
so wisely ventured yoyr own neck to relieve?*' 
ssiid the elder Mertoun to the youngen 
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^' Norna, sir/' replied Mordaunt, ^* has takiMi 
him under her charge: she understands such 
matters/' 

^' And is quack as well as witch ?" said the 
elder Mertoun, " With all my heart — it is a 
trouble saved. But I hasted home on Swer-- 
tha's hint> to look out for lint and bandages, 
for her speech was of broken bones/' 

Mordaunt kept silence, well knowing his 
father would not persevere in his enquiries 
upon such a matter, and not willing either to 
prejudice the old gouvemante, or to excite his 
father to one of those excesses of passion into 
which he was apt to burst, when, contrary to 
his wont, he thought proper to correct ^ 
conduct of his domestic. 

It was late in the day ere old Swertha re- 
turned from her expedition, heartily ftttigued,- 
and bearing with her a bundle of some bulk, 
containing, it would seem, her share of the 
spoil. Mordaunt instantly sought her out, to 
charge her with the deceits she had practiseid 
on both his father and himself; but the accused 
matron lacked not her, reply. ' , . * j 

" By her troth," she said, " she thought it 
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was time to bid Mr Mertoun gang hame and 
get bandages^ when she bad seen, with her ain 
twa een, MordauDt ganging down the clijBPlike 
a wild cat — it was to be thought broken bones 
would be the end, and lucky if bandages wad 
do any good — and, by her troth, she might 
weel tell Mordaunt his father was puirly, and 
him looking sae white in the gills, (whilk, she 
wad die upon it, was the very word she used,) 
and it was a thing that couldna be denied by 
man at this very moment/' 

'' But, Swertha," said Mordaunt, as soon as 
her clamorous defence gave him time to speak 
in reply, " how came you, that should have 
been busy with your housewifery and your 
spinning, to be out this morning at Brick's 
steps, in order to take all this unnecessary care 
of my father and me? And what is in that 
bundle, Swertha ? for I fear, Swertha, you have 
been transgressing the law, and have been out 
upon the wrecking system." 

" Fair fa' your sonsy face, and the blessing 
of St. Ronald upon you,'* said Swertha, in a 
tone betwixt coaxing and jesting; " would 
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yott keep a pwr body from ioendU)g heny^Il, wd 
sfte wuckle geor lyii^ on the Ioqsi^ mod (or t]^ 
lifting.?— Hont, Master Morda^at^ ^ sbipauihai^ 
is a sight to wfle the loinM^ter oat of his vf^. 
pit'pit IB the middle of im preachiiig, mud&W 
Qijtir ft pitir a^d igiK^rant; wife frae her ]^og)| . 
9qA her tow. And Ultie did I ge^ for ntgr dia$> 
wark — jn^t aofloe rags o' eftoahric thiqgs^ mA 
a bit or twa of coarse olaitb, acui sip lijcfi-^ 
the stroiDg and the hf^^rty get a' thing in thi% 
warld/' 

" Yes, Swertbft," replj^ M^rtpan^ ** and 
that is rathejr hard, ^» ypo iQust have your 
dmre of panishment in this world and the next, 
% robbing the poor mariners." 

** Il.outy callant^ wha wad punish aa auld wife 
Uke pae for a wheea du^B ? — FoUf speak mucklq. 
bla4^ ill of £^1 Patoick, but be was a friend ,ta 
the shore^ and made wise laws agaiost any body 
helping ves^eU th$kt were like to gang on the ,. 
breakers.* — And the mariners^ I h^ve heard 
Bryce Jagger »ay> lose their right fra^ thi^ time 
keel touches sand ; and^ moreover;, they are deafi 
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• This was literally true. 



THE PIBATS. 489 

and gaae, poor sonls^-^dead lifnd gatie, shid care 
little about warkTs wealth now.— ^Nay, nae manr 
tban the great Jarla and Sea-kings, ih the Norse 
ddjys, did about the treai^utes tlmt they buried 
in the tooAj^ and ciepulchrea anld langsyne. 
Did I erer tell you the sang. Master Mordaunt, 
how Otef Trygaarsoix gard hide five gold orofuna 
in the satae graye with him?*' 

" Ifoj Swertha,'* said Mordaunt, who took 
pleasure in tonnentingthe'eiiiming old ploHiferer 
— '' You never told me that ; but I t^ll y off , that 
th^ striangeF, whom Noma has taken down to 
the town, win be Well enough to-^orroW, to ask 
where you have hidden the goods t&at you have 
stolen frodi the wteck." 

** But ^ha wifl tell hiiA a word sd>6ut it, hin- 
nie?*' said Sweftha, looking slily up in her 
young master's face — '^ Themair by token, since 
I maun tell ye, that I have k bonnie remnant 
of silk amang the lave, that will make a dainty 
waistcoat to yoursell, the first merry-making 
y€ gatig to/' 

Mbrdaunt could no longer forbear laughing 
at the cunniiig with whidh the old dame pro- 
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posed to bribe off his evidence by imparting % 
portion of her plunder ; and, desiring her to get 
ready what provisions she had made for dinner, 
he returned to his father, whom he still found 
sitting in the same place, and nearly ia t^ 
same posture, in which he had left htm. 

When their hasty and frugal meal was finish- 
ed^ Mordaunt anfiounced to his father his pur- 
pose of going down to the town, or hamlet, to 
look after the shipwrecked sailor. 

The elder Mertoun assented with a nod.' 

'^ He must be ill accommodated there, sir,** 
added his son, — a hint which only produced 
another nod of assent. '^ He seemed, from his 
appearance/' pursued Mordaunt, '' to be of very 
good rank — and, admitting these poor peoffe 
do their best to receive him, in his present 
weak state, yet*' 

*' I know what you would say," said his father, 
interrupting him ^ " we, you think, ought to do 
something towards assisting him. Go to hkn, 
then — if he lacks money, let him name the isum, 
and he shall have it ; but, for lodging the stinoi- 
ger here, and holding intercourse with him, I 
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neither can^ nor will do so. I have retired to 
this farthest extremity of the British isles, to 
avoid new frie]:idB and new faces>and none such 
shall intrude on me either their happiness or 
their misery. When you have known the world 
half a score of years longer^ your early friends- 
will have given you reason to remember them, 
and to avoid new ones for the rest of your life. 
Go then — why do you stop ? — rid the country 
of the man — let me see no one about me but 
those vulgar countenances^ the extent and cha- 
racter of whose petty knavery I know, and can 
submit to, as to an evil too trifling to cause 
irritation.'^ He then threw his purse to his 
son^ and signed to him to depart with all 
ppeed. 

Mordaunt was not long before he reached the 
village. In the dark abode of Neil Ronaldson, 
the Ranzelman, he found the stranger, seated by 
the peat-fire, upon the very chest which had ex- 
cited the cupidity of the devout Bryce Snailsfoot, 
t^e pedlar. The Ranzelman himself was absent, 
dividing, with all due impartiality, the spoils of 
the wrecked vessel amongst the natives of the 
community ; listening to, and redressing their 
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complaints of inequal^y i and (if Ihe mactte# in 
hand bad not been, from Ike beginning to end> 
atterly nnjndt and tndef^siMe) dischaer^ng the 
part of a wise and prudent niagiBtrditey in all tbe 
details relating to it. ^ For at this tiine> mA pro- 
bably until a mvch later perii^d^ the lower ot'devs 
of the islanders entertained an opinion, comuioa 
to barbarians also when in the same skuatioB, 
tliat whatever was cast on Ui^it sbores, bteaeie 
their indisputable pt'op^rty. 

Margery Bimbistef^ tiie worthy sponfie 6t 
the Ranzeloian, was in the charge of the bouse, 
and introduced Mordauilt t<^ her guest, Boyimg, 
with no great ceremony, '' 11ii6 is th^ young 
tacksman-->-You will maybe-tell him your name, 
though you will not tell it to us. If it had'atil 
been for his four quarters; it's but litHe yoa 
would have said to anybody^ sae lang aii 1^ 
lasted.'* 

The stranger arose, and shook Mordauni by 
the b&nd ; observing, he understood ihfiA he bad 
been the means of saving his lii^ and Ms ches^. 
'' The rest of the property," be said, " is, I see, 
walking the plank; for they are ad busiy as the 
devil in a gale of wind." 
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^ And what was the useof yourseamanship^ 
then/' said Margery, '* that you couldna keep 
off the Sumburgh-head? It would have been 
long ere Sumburgh-head had come to you." 

*' Leave us for a moment, good Margery Bim- 
bister/' said Mordaunt ; '' I wish some private 
conversation with this gentleman.'^ 

'* Gentleman !" said Margery, with an empha- 
sis ; ** not but the man is well eneugh to look 
at/' she added, again surveying him, *' but I 
doubt if there is muckle of the gentleman/' 

Mordaunt looked at the stranger, and was of 
a different opinion. He was rather above the 
middle size, and formed handsomely as well as 
strongly. Mordaunt's acquaintance with society 
was not extensive ; but he thought his new ac- 
quaintance, to a bold sun-bugit handsome coun- 
tenance, which seemed to have faced various 
climates, added the frank and open manners of 
a sailor. He answered cheerfully the inquiries 
which Mordaunt made after his health: and 
maintained that one night's rest would relieve 
him from all the effects of the disaster he had 
sustained. But he spoke with bitterness of the 
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avarice ^pd curiosity of the Ri^izelman aa4 his 
spouse. 

'* That chattering old woman/' said the strau^ 
ger, '' has persecuted me the whole day for the. 
n^pue qf the ship. I think she might be con* 
tented with the share she has had of itt ' I was 
the principal owner of the vessel that was lost 
yonder, and they have left me nothing but my 
wearing apparel. Is there no magistrate, or 
justice of the peace, in this wild country, that 
would lend a hand to help one when he is 
amopg the breakers ?" 

Mordaunt mentioned Magnus Troil, the prin* 
cipal proprietor, as well as the Fowd, or provin- 
cial jvidge of the district^ as the person from whom 
he was most likely to obtain redress ; and regret 
ted that his own yc^th, and his father's situation 
as a retired strapger, should put it out of theic 
power to afford him the protection he required. 

" Nay, for your part, you have done enough/' 
saici the sailor ; " but if I had five out of the 
£prty brave fellows that are fishes' food by thia 
tiipe, the devil a man would I ask to do me the 
right that I could do for myself/' 
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** Forty hands ?'* said Mordaunt ; *' you were 
well maimed for the size of the ship/' 

*• Not so well as we needed to be. We mount- 
ed ten guns, besides chasers ; but our cruize on 
the main had thinned us of men, and lumbered 
us up with goods. Six of our guns were in bal- 
last. — Hands ! if I had had enough of hands, we 
would never have miscarried so infernally. The 
people were knocked up with working the 

r 

pumps, and so took to their boats, and left me 
with the vessel, to sink or swim. But the dogs 
had their pay, and I can aflTord to pardon them — 
The boats swamped in the current — all were lost 
— and here am I.'' 

" You had came nofth about then, from the 
West Indies V* said Mordaunt. 

'" Ay, ay; the vessel was the Good Hope of 
Bristol, a letter of marque. She had fine luck 
down on the Spanish main, both with commerce 
and privateering, but the luck's ended with her 
now. My name is Clement Cleveland, captain, 
and part owner, as I said before — I am a Bristol 
mail bom — my father was well known on the 
Toll-sell— old Clem Cleveland of the College- 
green.*' 
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Mordaunt had no right to inquire fiurlhar, 
and yet it seemed to him as if his own nund was 
but half satisfied. There was an aflG^tataoa of 
blnntnessy a sort of defiance in the mmnet of 
the stranger, for which circumstances aflbrded 
no occasion. Captain Clerelimd had sidferad 
injustice firom the islanders, but firom Mordaoat. 
he had only received kmdness and protection ; 
yet he seemed as if he inrolyed all the neigli- 
bourhood in the wrongs he complained of. 
Mordaunt looked down and wassilent, doubting 
whether it would be bettertor take his -ieave, or 
to proceed fiurther in his offers of assistance. 
Cleveland seemed to guess at his thoughts, for 
he immediately added, JEnrnnrilinting manner, 
— " I am a plain man. Master Mertoun, for that 
I understand is your name ; and I am a mined 
man to boot, and that does not mend om^'s 
good manners. But you have done a kind and 
firiendly part by me, and it may be I think as 
much of it as if I thanked you more. And so 
before I leave this place, I'll give you my fixiirl- 
ing piece; she will put a hundred swan-shot 
through a Dutchman's cap at eighty paces — she 
will carry ball too— I have hit a wild*buU witUn 
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a handred^and-jBifty yards— but I have two 
that are as good, or better, so you may keep 
this for my sake/' 

** That would be to take my share of the 
wreck/' answered Mordamit, laughing. 

^* No such matter/' said Cle?eland» undoing 
a case which contained several guns and pistols, 
~** ** you see I have saved my private arm-chest, 
M well as my dothes — that the tall old woman 
in the dark rigging managed for me. And, be- 
tween ourselves, it is worth all I have lost 9^ 
for, he added, lowering his voice and looking 
round, '^ when I speak of being ruined in the 
hearing of these land-sharks, I do not mean 
mined stock and block. No, here is something 
will do more than shoot sea-fowL'' So saying, 
he pulled out a great ammimition-poueh marked 
swan"*shot, and shewed Mordaunt hastily that 
it was fnll of Spanish pistoles and Portagues . 
(as the broad Portugal pieces were then called.) 
^ No, no,'' he added, with a smile, '' I have 
ballast enough to trim the vessel again ; and 
now, will you take the piece?" 

'' Since you are willing to give it me," said 
Mordaunt, laughing, '' with all my heart. I 
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Just going to ask yoa^ in my father's name,'' 
he added, shewing his purse, '^ whether yon 
wanted any of that same ballast.^ 

'* Thanks; but you see I am provided — take 
my old acquaintance* and may she serve you as 
well aa she has served me ; Init you will never 
make so good a voyage with her. You can shoot, 
I suppose?" 

** Tolerably well/' said Mordaunt, admiring 
the piece, which was a beautiful Spanish barrel 
gtxQf^ inlaid with gold, small in the bore, and of 
unusual length, su<^ as is chiefly used for shoot- 
ing sea-fowl, and for ball-practice. 

'' With slugs," continued the donor, *' never 
gun shot closer ; and with single baU, yon may 
kill a seal two hundred yards at sea from the 
top of the highest peak of tlHs iron-4K>und coast 
of yours. But I tell yeu again, that the old 
rattler will never do you the service ahe has 
done me." 

"- 1 shall not useher ao dexterously', perhaps," 
said Mordaunt. 

'* Umph ! — perhaps not/' replied Clervdand;, 
^' but that is not the question. What say you to 
sbooting the man at the wheel, just a» we ruo 
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aboard of ii^paniard ? So the Don was taken 
^hfU^f and We laid him athwart the hawse, and 
carried her cndass in hand; and worth the 
while afae was — stout brigantine — El Santo 
Francisco — bound for Porto Bello, with gold 
and negroes. That little bit of lead was worth 
twenty thousand pistoles." 

'* I have shot at no such game as yet," said 
Mordaunt. 

" Well, all in good time ; we cannot weigh 
till the tide makes. But you are a tight, hand- 
some, active young man. What is to ail you 
to take a trip after some of this stuff?" laying 
his hand on the bag of gold. 

** My father talks of my travelling soon," re- 
plied Mordaunt, who, born to hold men-of-war's 
men in great respect, felt flattered by this invi- 
tation from one who appeared a thorough-bred 
seaman. 

'' I respect him for the thought," said the 
Captain ; " and I will visit him before I weigh 
anchor. I have a consort off these islands, and 
be cursed to her. She'll find me out some- 
where, though she parted company in the bit 
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of a squall, unless she is gone to I>ayy Jones toa 
— Well, she was better found than us, and nol 
so de^p loaded — she must have weathered it^ 
We'll have a hammock slung for you aboard, 
and make a sailor and a man of you in the same 
trip> 

** I should like it well enough/' said Moiv 
daunt, who eagerly longed to see more of the 
world than his lonely situation had hitherto per- 
mitted ; ^' but then my father must decide/' 

'' Your father? pooh !" said Captain Cleve* 
land ; but you are very right/' he added, check- 
ing himself. ** Gad, I have lived so long at sea, 
that I cannot think any body has a right to 
think except the captain and the master. But 
you are very right. I will go up to the old gen- 
tlemim this instant, and speak him inysdf^ .-He 
lives in that handsome, modem-looking l)pikl- 
ing, I suppose, that I see a quarter of a milf^ off?" 

^' In that old half-ruined house/' said .Mor* 
daunt, '' he does indeed live ; but he .will see 
no visitors." 

^* Then you must drive the point yourself, for 
I can't ^tay in this latitude. Since your fiithw 
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is no magistrate^ I must go to see this same 
Magnus-— how call you him ? who is not juBtice 
of peace, but something else that will do the 
turn as well. These fellows have got two or 
three things that I must and will have back — 
let them keep the rest^ and be d — d to them. 
Will you give me a letter to him, just by way 
of commission?" 

** It is scarce needful," said Mordaunt. '* It 
is enough that you are shipwrecked, and need 
his help ; — but yet I may as well fiimi&h you 
with a letter of introduction." 

** There," said the sailor, producing a writing- 
case from his chest, ** are your writing-tools, — 
meantime, since bulk has been broken, I will nail 
down the hatches, and make sure of the cargo." 

While Mordaunt accordingly was engaged in 
writing to Magnus Troil a letter, setting forth 
the csircumstances in which Captain Cleveland 
had heen thrown upon their coast, the Captain, 
having first selected and laid aside some wearing- 
apparel and necessaries enough to fill a knapsack, 
took in hand hammer and nails, employed him- 
self in securing the lid of his sea-chest, by fast^ 
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ening it down in a Workmanlike manner^ and then 
added the corroborating security of a cord, 
twisted and knotted with nantical dexterity. 
" I leave this in your charge/* he said, *' aU 
except this/' shewing the bag of gold, '' and 
these,'' pointing to a cudass and ptstok, *' which 
may prevent all further risk of my parting 
company with my Portagues." 

** You will find no occasion for weapons in this 
country. Captain Cleveland/' replied Mordaunt; 
*' a child might travel with a purse of gold from 
Sumburgh-head to the Scaw of Unst, and no 
soul would injure him." 

" And that's pretty boldly said, young gen- 
fleman, considering what is going on without 
doors at this moment." 

^ O," replied Mordaunt, a little confused, 
** what comes on land with the tide, they reckon 
their lawful property. One would think they had 
studied under Sir Arthegal, who pronounces — 

For equal right in equal things doth stand, 
And what the mighty sea hath once possessed, 

And plucked quite from aiU possessors' hands, 
Or else by wrecks that wretches bath distressed, 
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H« mvy dispose, by hi* remstless migbt^ 
As tluDgs at rapdom leil^ to ^bom be list. 

^' I shall think the better pf plays and ballads 
as long as I live, for these very words," said 
Captain Cleveland ; '^ and yet I have loved them 
well enough in my day. But this is good doc- 
trine, and more men than one may trim their 
sails to such a breeze. What the sea sends is 
ours, that's sure enough. However, in case that 
your good folks should think the land as well ai^ 
the sea may present them with waiffs and strays^ 
I will make bold to take my cutlass and pistols. 
Will you cause my chest to be secured in your 
own house till you hear from me, and use your 
influence to procure me a guide to shew me the 
way, and to carry my kitt ?" 

'* Will you go by sea or land ?" said Mor- 
daunt, in reply. 

" By sea!" exclaimed Cleveland. *' What — 
in one of these cockle-shells, and a cracked 
cockle-shell, to boot? No, no— land, land, 
unless I knew my crew, my vessel, and my 
voyage." 
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They parted accordingly. Captain Clerdiand 
being supplied with a guide to conduct him to 
Burgh- Westra, and his chest being carefully 
removed to the mansion-house at Jarlshof. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

This is a gentle trader, and a prudent. 

He's no Aotolycns, to blear your eye, 

With quips of worldly gauds and gamesomeness : 

But seasons all his glittering merchandue 

With wholesome doctrines suited to the use, 

As men sauce goose with sage and rosemary. 

Old Play. 

On the subsequent mornings Mordaunt^ in 
answer to his father's inquiries, began to give 
him some account of the shipwrecked mariner, 
whom he had rescued from the waves. But he 
had not proceeded far in recapitulating the par- 
ticulars which Cleveland had communicated^ 
when Mr Mertoun's looks became disturbed — 
he arose hastily, and, after pacing twice or 
thrice across the room, he retired into the inner 
chamber, to which he usually confined himself, 
while under the influence of his mental msJady. 
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In the erening he re-appeared, without any 
traces of his disorder ; but it may be easily sup- 
posed that his son avoided recurring to the 
subject which had affected him. 

Mordaunt Mertoun was thus left without as- 
sistance, to form at his leisure his own opinion 
respecting the new acquaintance which the sea 
had sent him; and, upon the whole, he was 
himself surprised to find the result less fiiTOur- 
able to the stranger than he could well account 
for. There seemed to Mordaunt to be a sort 
of Impelling influence about the man. True, he 
was a handsome man, of a frank and prepos- 
sessing manner, but there was an assumption 
of superiority about him, which Mordaunt did 
not quite so much like. Although he was so 
keen a sportsman as to be delighted with his 
acquisition of the Spanish barrelled gun, and 
accordingly mounted and dismounted it with 
great interest, paying the utmost attention to 
the most minute parts about the lock and or- 
naments, yet he was, upon the whole, inclined 
to have some scruples about the mode in which 
he had acquired it. 
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^* I should not have accepted it/* he thought ; 
'^ perhaps Captain Cleveland might give it me 
as a sort of payment for the trifling service I 
did him ; and yet it would have been churlish 
to refuse it in the way it was offered. I wish 
he had looked more like a man whom one would 
have chosen to be obliged to." 

But a successful clay's shooting reconciled 
him with his gun^ and he became assured, like 
most young sportsmen in similar circumstances, 
that all other pieces were but pop-guns in com* 
parison. But then^ to be doomed to shoot gulls 
and seals, when there were Frenchmen and 
Spaniards to be come at -tt- when there were 
ships to be boarded, and steersmen to be mark,ed 
off, seemed but a dull and contemptible destiny. 
His father had mentioned his leaving these 
islands, and no other mode of occupation occur<^ 
red to his inexperience^ save that of the sea^ with 
which he had been conversant from his infancy. 
His ambition had formerly aimed no higher 
than at sharing the fatigues and dangers of a 
Greenland fishing expedition ; for it was in that 
scene that the Zetlanders laid most of their 
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perilous adventures. But of late that war was 
again raging, the history of Sir Francis Drake, 
Captain Morgan, and other bold adv^iturers, 
whose exploits he had purchased from Bryce 
Snailsfoot, had made much impression on his 
mind ; and the offer of Captain Cleveland to 
take him to sea, frequently recurred to him, 
although the pleasure of such a project was 
somewhat damped by a doubt, whether, in the 
long run, he should not find many objections to 
his proposed commander. Thas much he al- 
ready saw, that he was opinionative, and might 
probably prove arbitrary ; and that, since even 
his kindness was mingled with assumption of 
superiority, his occasional^ displeasure might 
contain a great deal more of that disagreeable 
ingredient than could be palatable to those 
who sailed under him. And yet, after count- 
ing all risks, could his father's consent but 
be obtained, with what pleasure, he thought, 
would he embark in quest of new scenes and 
strange adventures, in which he proposed to 
himself to achieve such deeds as should l)e 
the theme of many a tale to the lovely sisters of 
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Bi;rgb:vWe«tra — tales at which Mlnpa should, 
wi^ep^and Brenda should smile, and botli should 
marvel. Afid this was ta be the reward of his 
labours azid his dangers; for the. hearth of 
IV^agnus Troil had a magnetic influence ove^ 
his thoughts, and however they might jtrayers^ 
Binid his day-dreams, it was the point wl;^ 
they fipaHy settled. 

There were times when Mordaunt thougjbt 
of mentioi^Mfig to his father the conversation, h^ 
h^d with Captain Cleveland, and the seaman'a 
pix)ppsmbp him ; but the very short and g^ieral 
account which he had given of that person's 
history, upon the morning after his departure 
from the hamlet, had produced a sinister effect 
upon Mr Mertoun^s mind,, and discouraged him 
from speaking farther on any subject connected 
with it. It would be time enough, he thought* 
to mention Captain Cleveland's proposal, when 
his coiusort should arrive, and when he should 
repeat his offer in ia more formal, manner; and 
these he supposed events likely very soon t9 
happen. , ^ 

, But days grew to weeks, and weeks were 
numbered into months, and he heard nothing 
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from Cleveland ; and cmly learned by to oe«ft- 
sional visit from BryCe Snailafoot^ that the 
Captain was residing at Burgh Weiitra» as one 
of the fiftlnily. Mordaunt was somewhat sur- 
prised at this, although thb unlimited hospi- 
tality of the islands, which Magnus Troil> both 
ftom fortttiie and disposititMi, carried to the 
utmost extent, made it alindnt a matter of 
bourse that he should remain is the family 
until he disposed bf hiBiself otherwisd^^ Still 
it seemed sthmge ,he had hot gone to dome of 
the northern isles to inqtiire after hii^ boiiBOit; 
or that he did not rather choose to make his 
residence at Lelrwick, where fishing Tesseli 
Often brought news from the coasts and ports 
of Scotiiattd and Holland. Again, ^hy did he 
not send fi)r the chest he had deponted el 
Jlirlshof ? and still fnrther, Mordauiit thomght 
it would have .been but polite if the slaraager 
h^d sisnt him some SQrt of niessage in token of 
remembiiBmce. 

These subjects of reflection w^re connected 
with another still more unpleasant, and more 
difficult to account fdr. Until the aitital of 
this person, scarce a week had passed witbt^ut 



TH£ PIBATE. 211 

l^ringitig him sbnie kind greeting, or tokeii of 
recoUectioD, from Burgh -Westra; and pro* 
tehees iiv^re scarce ever wanting for tuaintain* 
mg a constant intercourse. Minna, wanted the 
woi-ds of a Norse ballad ; or desired to hftve^ 
for her Arious collections,^ feathers, or eggs, 
or shells, or specimens of the rarer seavweeds; 
or Brenda sent a riddle to be resolved, or a 
song to be learned ; or the honest old UdaDer^ 
^*^in a rude manuscript, which tei^ht have 
passed for an ancient Runic inscriptiotn,>-^8eht 
his hearty greetings to his good young friend, 
with a present df soihething £o makd good 
cheer, and an earnest request he wotild. cooofe 
to Burgh-Westra as soon, and stay tUere. as 
long, as possible. These kindly tokehs df Re- 
membrance were often sent by special message ; 
besidbs which, there was never pass6ii^er * or 
traFeller who crossed' fn>m the one' maniion 
to the other, thai did 'not b&ig to Mocdaunt 
some friendly greeting from the Udaller dbd 
his family. Of late, thk inteicours^ Jbad be-* 
come more and more infrequent; and no. mes- 
senger from Burgh-Westra had visited Jarlshof 
for several weeks. Mordaunt both observed 
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and felt this alteration, and it dwelt on his 
mind, while he questioned Bryce as closely as 
pride and prudence would permit, to ascertain, 
if possible, the cause of the changes. Yet he 
endeavoured to assume an indifferent air while 
he asked the jagger whether there wad no news 
in the country. 

" Great news," the jagger replied ; " and a 
gay mony of them. That crack-brained carle, 
the new factor/ is for making a change in the 
bismars and the lisptmds;* and our worthy 
Fowd, Magnus Troil, has sworn, that, sooner 
than change them for the still-yard, or aught 
else, he'll fling Factor Yellowleys from Brassa- 
craig." 

" Is that all?*' said Mordaunt, very little in- 
terested. 

"All? and eneugh, I think," replied the 
pedlar*. ** How are folks to buy and sell, if 
the weights are changed on them ?" 

'* Very true,'* replied Mordaunt ; " but have 
you heard of no strange vessels on the coast?*' 



* These are weights of Norwegian origin, still used in 
Zetland. 
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*' Six Dutch doggers off Braasa ; and, as I 
hear, a high-quartered galliot thing, with a gaff 
mainsail, lying in Scalloway Bay. She will be 
from Norway/* 

*' No ships of war, or sloops?" 
. *' None," replied the pedlar, *' since the Kite 
Tender sailed with the impress men. If it was 
His will, and our men were out of her, I wish 
the deep sea had her." 

, " Were there no news at Burgh- Westra?— 
Were the family all weU ?" 

" A* weel, and wed to do — out^taken, it may 
be, something ower muckle daffing and laugh- 
iog— -dancing ilk night, they say, wi' the stran- 
ger captain that's living there — he that was 
ashore on Sumburgh-head the tother day, — less 
daffing served him then." ' 

*' DaflSng! dancing every night !** said Mor- 
daunt, not particularly well satisfied. — '* Whom 
does Captain Cleveland dance with ?" 

" Ony body he Ukes, I fancy," said .the jag- 
ger ; " at ony rate, he gars a' body yonder dance 
after his fiddle. But I ken little about it, for I 
am no free in conscience to look upon thae fling- 
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ifig fenoiM. Folk shoold mmd th^ life is made 
]}ht of rotten yam." 

^f I fioiey that it i^, to keep them in mind of 
tiiat wholesome truth, that you deal in socfa 
tender wa^es, Bryce/* replied Mordaunt^ dis- 
^aiiBfiedi as well with the tenor of the reply, 
88 with the t^cted . scruples of the respon* 
dent. 

'' That's as muckle as to say, that I suld hae 
minded you was a flingeranda fiddler yonrsell, 
Master Mordaunt ; but i am an aidd man, and 
ii^an ttnbmthen my conscience. Btft ye will 
be fbr tlie dance, I saA wanant, Aat's 4o be at 
Bw^-Westra^ on John's Even, {Smnt Jolm% 
aiB file Miiided creatures ca' him ;) and nae doubt ^ 
ys wiH be for some warldly braws — ^hoee, waist- ■ 
poats, or sic like. I Kae pieces trad Fhttdetm^ 
-^With that he placed his moTeable warehouse 
on the table, and began to unlock it. 

*' Dance !'* repeatted Mordaunt — ** Dsmoe on 
St lohn's CTen?-r-Were you desired to bid me 
tOft, Brycer 

*' Na--lmt ye ken weel eneugh ye wad be 
welicoiBe, bidden or no Indden. This captain,' 
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bow-ca'-ye*him, is to be skudler as they ca' 
the first of the gang, like." 

'' The devil take hun !" sud Mordaunt, in 
4mpatiei)i surprise. 

'' A' in gude time/' replied the jagger; 
'* barey^m) man's cattle — the de?!! will hae his 
dtte^ I warrant ye, or it winoa be for lack of 
seeking. But it's trae Fm telling you/ for a' ye 
stare like a wild cat; and this same 'captain, 
I-wat-na-his-name, bought ane of t\Le very 
waistcoats that I am ganging to shew ye^^ 
purple, wi' a gowd binding, and bonnily brold- 
ered; and I' have a piece for you, the oeigh** 
hour of it, 1^' a greep gruiid \^ and if ye mean 
to streak yoursell up beside him, ye maun - e'en 
buy it, for it's gowd that glances in the) lasses' 
een fiow^-o^ v^s. See -^^ loQ|k till't/' he added^ 
cy^playing the patteiii in varibiis points of view ^ 
'^ look till it through the light, apd till the 
light through it-^ wi' the grain, and against the 
grain -— ; it shews ony gate -^ cam frae Antwerp 
a' the gate -*-^ four dollars is the price ; and yon 
captain fvas sae weel pleased, that he flang 
dcHvn a twe^ly shilling Jacobus, and l^ade me 
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kefelp the change and hb damned!— ^ poor si^ 
profane creature^ I pity him.^' ** 

Withont inqnbing. whether the pedlar be>- 
stowed his compaaaion on the woiMly hof^mf^ 
dence, or the religions deficienciea of Gaptam 
Cleyeland, Moidaant turned from him^ fidlded 
his arms^ and paced the apifftment, mnttesmg 
to himself, *' Not asked — A stranger to be king 
of the feast !" — ^Words which he repeated so 
eamestly, that Bryce caught a part €kf their 
import. . 

^' As for asking, I am ahnaist bauld to. say, 
that ye will be asked. Master Mordannt.'* 

/' Did they mention my name then ?" said 
Mordaunt, 

'' I canna preceesely say that/' said Bryce 
Snailsfoot; '' but ye needna turn away your 
head sae sourly, like a sealgh when he. leaves 
the shore ; for, do you see, I heard distinctly 
that a' the reveUers about are to be there ; and 
is't to be thought they would leaye out you, aa 
auld kenM fireend, and the lightest foot at sic 
frolics, (Heaven send you a better praise in 
His ain gude time,) that ever fiang at a fiddle- 
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8qt«eak, between this and Unst? See I consider 
ye altogether the some as invited — ^and ye had 
b^rt provide youDself wi' a waistcoat^for brave 
and fasak.will evety man be that*8 there--4h€ 
liord pily them !" 

He thus continued to follow with his greea 
^k»en eyes, the motions of yonng Mordaimt 
Meftonn, who continued to pace the room in a 
V(#fy pensive manner^ which the jagger pro- 
bably misinterpreted, as he thought, like Clau* 
dio, that if a man is sad, it must needs be be- 
qause he lacks money. Bryce therefore, after 
another pause, thus accosted him. '' Ye need- 
na be sad about: the matter. Master Mordaunt ; 
for although I got the just price of the article 
from the captain-man, yet I maun deal fceendly 
wi' you, as a ken'd freend and customer, and 
bring the price, as they say, within your purse- 
udouth— or it's the same to me to let it lie ower 
till Martinmas, or e'en to Candlemas. I am 
decent in the wa^ld, Master Mordaunt — ^forbid 
that I should hurry onybody, far mair a freeiid 
that has paid me siller afore now. Or I wad be 
content to swajp the garment for the value in 
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feathefs or sea-otters' skiDS, or any kind of 
peltrie--nane kens better than yoarseU how to 
come by sic ware — ^and I am sure I hae fur- 
nished yon wi' the primest o' powder* I dinna 
ken if I telFd ye it was ont o' the kist of 
Ci^taia Plunket, that perished on the Scaw of 
Unst, wi' the anned brig Mary, sax years syne« 
He was a prime fowler hiihself, and lock it. 
was that the kist came ashore dry^ I sell that 
to nane bat gude marksmen. And so, I was 
saying, if ye had ony wares ye liked to coup 
for the waistcoat, I wad be ready to trock wi' 
you, for assuredly ye will be wanted at Burgh-* 
Westrii, on Saint John's even; and ye wadna 
like to look waur than the captain — that wadna 
be setting." 

'^ I will be there^ at least, whether wanted or 
not,'' said Mordaiunt, stopptng short i|i his walfc» 
and taking the waistcoat piece hastily out of the 
pedlar's hand ; ** smd, as you say, wUl niot dis- 
gn«« them." 

« 

*' Hand a care— haud a eare. Master Mor* 
daunt," exclaimed the pedlar; '^ye handle it as 
it were a bale of coarse wfLdmaal — ye'U fiay't to 
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bite-*<ye might weel say my ware is tender — 
and yell mind the price is four doUars-^Sall I 
put ye in my book for it?" 

*^ No/' said Mordaunt hastily ; and, taking 
ont his purse, he flung down the money. 

^' Grace to ye to wear the garment/' said the 
joyous pedlar^ '' and to me to guide the siller ; 
and protect us from earthly vanities, and earthly 
covetousness ; and send you the white linen rai- 
ment^ whilk is mair to be desired than the mus- 
lins, and cambrics, and lawns, and silks of this 
world ; and send me the talents which avail more 
than much fine Spanish gold, or Dutch dollars 
eiilier-"and--^but God guide the callant, what 
for are ye wn^iag the silk up tliat gate, like 
a wisp of hay?" 

At this moment, oU Bwertha, the house- 
keieper, entered, to whom, as if eager to get rid of 
the subject, Mordaunt threw his purchase, with 
something like careless disdain ; and, telling her 
to put it aside, snatched his gun, which stood 
in the comer, threw his shooting accoutrements 
about him, and without noticing Bryce's attempt 
to enter into conversation upon the '' braw seal- 
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skin, as saft as doe-leathery" which made the 
sling and cover of his fowling-piece, he left the 
apartment abruptly. 

The jagger, with those green goggling and 
gain-descrying kind of optics, which we have al* 
ready described, continued gazing for an instant 
after the customer, who treated his wares with 
such irreverence. 

Swertha also looked after him with some 
surprise. " The callant's in a creel,'' quoth 
"sbe. 

*^ In a creel !" echoed the pedlar, ** he witt 
be as wowf as ever his father was. To guide in 
that gate a bargain that cost him four doUazs— 
veiy, very Fifish, as the east-country fisher- 
folks say." 

''Four dollars for that green rag!" said 
Swertha, catching at the words which the jag^ 
ger had unwarily suffered to escape — ** that was. 
a bargain indeed ! I wonder whether he is the 
greater fule, or you the mair rogue, Bryce 
Snailsfoot." 

'' T didna say it cost him preceesely four doU -. 
lars/' said Snailsfobt; ''but if it had, the lad's 
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siller's liis ain, I hope ; and he is auld eneugh 
to make hid ain bargains. Mair by token, the 
gudes are weel worth the money^ and mair." 

*' Mair by token," said Swertha coolly, " I 
will see what his father thinks about it." 

'* Ye^l no be sae ill natured, Mrs Swertha," 
said the jagger ; ** that will be but cauld thanks 
for the bonny owerlay that I hae brought you 
a' the way frae Lerwick." 

" And a bonny price yell be setting on't," 
said Swertha ; " for that's the gate your good 
deeds end." 

*' Ye sail hae the fixing of the price yoursell ; 
or it may lie ower till you're buying something 
for the house^ or for your master, and it can 
make a' ae count." 

" Troth and that's true, Bryce Snailsfoot, I 
am thinking we'll want some napery sune — ^for 
if 8 no to be thought we can spin, and the like, 
as if there was a mistress in the house ; and 
sae^^ve make nane at hame." 

" And that's what I ca' walking by the word," 
said the jagger. '^ '^60 unto those that buy and 
sell ;' there's muckle profit in that text." 
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'' There is a pleasure in dealing wi' a discreet 
man, that can make profit of ony thing/' said 
Swertha ; *' and now that I take another look 
at that daft callant's waistcoat piece, I tbink it 
IS honestly worth four dollars." 
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CHAPTER X. 

*' I have possessed the regulation of the weather and tlie dis- 
tribation of the seasons. The sun has listened to my dictates, 
end passed from tropic to tropic by my direction ; the clouds, at 
my command^ have poured forth their waters.*'* — 

Rastclas, 

Any sudden cause for anxious and morti* 
fying reflection, which, in advanced ag^, bcca<- 
sions sullen and pensive inactivity, stimulated 
youth to eager and active exertion, as if, like 
the hurt deer, they endeavour to drown the 
pain of the shaft by the rapidity of motion. 
When Mordauht caught up his gun, and rushed 
out of the house of Jarlshof, he walked on with 
great activity over waste and wild, without any 
determined purpose, except that of escaping, 
if possible, frohi the smart of his own irritation. 
His pride wad effectually mortified by the re{)ort 
of the .)agger, which coincided exactly with 
some doubts he had been led to entertain, by 
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the long and unkind silence of his friends at 
Burgh-Westra. 

If the fortunes of Caesar had doomed hinii 
as the poet suggest?, to have been * 

" But tbe best wrestler on the green,'* 

it is nevertheless to be presumed, that a foil 
from a rival, in that rustic exercise, would have 
mortified him as much as a defeat from his 
rival, when he was struggling for the empery 
of the world. And even so Mordaunt Mertoun, 
degraded, in his ovm eyes from the height 
which he had occupied as the chief amongst 
the youth of the island, felt vexed and irri- 
tated, as well as humbled. The two beautifiil 
sisters also, whose smiles all were so desirous 
of acquiring, with whom he had lived on terms 
of such iamiliar affection; that^ with the same 
ease and innocence, there was unconscioody 
mixed a shade of d^per though undefined 
tenderness than characterizes fiutemied love, 
they also seemed to have forgotten him* He 
could not be ignorant that, in the universal 
opinion of all Duiirossness, nay, of the whole 
Main-land, he might have had every chance 
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of being the fairoored lover of either ; and no!9r 
at once« and withoat any failure on his part/ 
he was become so little to them, that he had 
lost even the consequence of an ordinary 
acquaintance. The old Udaller, too, whose 
hearty and sincere character should have been 
more constant in his* friendships, seemed to 
hierve been as fickle as his daughters, and poor 
Mordaunt had at once lost the smiles of the 
fairi and the favour of the powerfuL These 
were uncomfortable reflections^ and he doubled 
his pace, diat he might outstrip them if 
possible. 

Without exactly reflecting upon the route 
which he pursued, Mordaunt walked iniskly on 
through a country where neither hedge, wall^ 
nor inclosure of any kind, interrupts the steps 
of the wanderer, until he reached a very solitary 
spot, where, embosomed among steep heathy 
hiBs, which sunk suddenly down on the verge 
of the water, lay one of those small fresb^water 
lakes which are common in the Zetland isles, 
whose outlets form the sources of the small 
brooks and rivulets by which the countfy i^ 

VOL. I. p 
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watered, and serve to drive the little msUs 
which manafacture their grain. 
. It wa& a mild siunmer day ; the beams of the 
sttn^ as is not uncommon in Zetland, were mode* 
rated and shaded by a silvery haze, which fiUed 
the atmosphere, and, destroying the strong con** 
trast of light and shade, gave even to nooi&.the 
sober livery of the evening twilight* The little 
lake, not three-quarters of a mile in circuit, lay 
in profound quiet ; its surface undimpled, si^e 
when one of the numerous water*fowl, which 
glided on its surface, dived for an instant under 
it. The depth of the vrater gave the whole that 
cerulean tint of bluish green, which occasioned 
its being called the Green Loch; and. at pee- 
sent, it formed so perfect a mirror to the bteak 
hills by which it was surrounded, and which lay 
reflected on its bosom, that it was dffi^ot^ to 
distinguish the water from the land; najB^in 
the shadowy uncertainty occasioned by the tfcin 
haze, a stranger could scarce have been sensible 
<that a sheet of water lay. before him. A sc^e 
of more complete solitude, having all* its pecu- 
liarities heiehtened by the extreme ser^ty of 
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tiie weallier, the quiet grey composed tone of 
the atmosphere, and the perfect silence of the 
iftlements, could hardly be imagined* The very 
aquatic birds, who frequented the spot in great 
immberB, forbore their usual flight and screams, 
aiid floated in profound tranquillity upon the 
sit^ft water. 

: Without taking any determined aim-^without 
having any determined purpose — withoutalmost 
ftinking what he was about^ Mordaunt pre- 
sented his 4bwUng-piece, and fired aeroes the 
lake. The large swan-shot dimpled its surface 
like a partial shower of hail-^the hills took up 
theiiioise of the report, and repeated it again, 
and again, and again, to all their echoes-; the 
water-fowl took to wing in eddying and con- 
iuibed wheel, answering the echoes with athoii- 
'i^d varying screams, from the deep note- of 
tfe(e swabie Or swartback, to the querulouls cry 
^ the tirracke and kittiewake. 
' Mordaunt looked for a moment on the cla- 
Hlordus crowd wiUi a feeling of resentment, 
whi(& he felt disponed at the moment to ap^y 
to all natui^; and all her objects, anihmtd or in- 
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animate, however litde concerned with tiie 
cause of his internal mortification. 

*' Ay, ay," he said, *' wheel, dive, scream, and 
clamour as you* will, and all because you have 
seen a strange sight, and heard ah umumal 
sound. There is many a one like you in tibia 
round world. But you, at least, shall learn," 
he added, as he re-loaded his gun, " that strange 
sights and strange sounds, ay, and strange ac- 
quaintances to boot, have sometimes a little 
shade of danger connected with them.— ^But 
why should I wreak my Own vexation on these 
harmless sea-gulls?" he subjoined, after a mo- 
ment's pause ; ** they have nothing to do with 
the friends that have forgotten me. — I loved 
■them all so well, — and to be so soon ^ven up 
for the first stranger whom chance threw on th^ 
coast!-' 

As he flitood renting upon his gun, and aban^- 
doning his mind to the couiBe of these unfriiear 
sant reflections, his meditations were unex- 
pectedly interrupted by some one touching his 
shoulder. He looked around, and saw Nooia 
of the Fitful-head, wrapped in her dark and 
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ample mantle. She had seen him from the 
brow of the hiU, and had descended to the 
lake, through a small ravine which concealed 
her, until she came with noiseless step so 
close to him that be turned round at her touch. 
Mordaunt M^toun was by nature neither 
timorous nor credulous, and a course of reading 
more extensive than usual had, in some degree, 
fortified his mind against the attacks of super- 
stition : but he would haye been an actual pro- 
digy, if, living in Zetland in the end of the seven- 
teenth century, he had. possessed the philosophy 
which did not exist in Scotland generally, until 
at least two generations later. He doubted in 
his own mind the extent, nay, the very exist- 
ence, of Noma's supernatural attributes, which 
was a high flight of incredulity in the country 
where they were universally received ; but still 
his incredulity went no farther than doubts. 
She was unquestionably an extraordinary 
woman, gifted with an energy above others, 
acting upon motives peculiar to herself, and 
apparently independent on mere earthly con^ 
siderations. Impressed with these ideas, which 
he had imbibed from his youth, it was not with- 



230 THB FIRAT£* 

out something like alann, that he beheld this 
mysterious female standing of a sudden so 
close beside him, and looking upon him with 
such sad and severe eyes, as those with which 
the Fatal Virgins, who, according to northern 
mythology, were called the Valkyriur, br 
^* chusers of the slain/' were supposed to re^ 
gard the young champions whom they selected 
to share the banquet of Odjn. 

It was, indeed, reckoned unlucky, to say the 
least, to meet with Noma suddenly idone, and 
in a place remote from witnesses ;, and she was 
supposed, on such occasions, to hare beat 
usually a prophetess of evil, as well as an omen 
of misfortune, to those who had such a ren- 
contre. There were few or none of the island- 
ers, however femiUarized with her occasional 
appearance in society, that would not have 
trembled to meet her on the solilary banks of 
the Green Loch. 

'' I bring you no evil, Mordaunt Mertoxm,^ 
she said, reading perhaps something of this 
superstitious feeling in the looks of the young 
man. >'' Evil from me you never felt, and 
never will." 
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'^ Nor do I (ear any/^ said Mordaunt, exert- 
ing himself to throw aside an apprehension 
which he felt to be anmanly. ''Why should 
I^ mother, you have been ever my friend ?'' 

*' Yety Mordaunt, thou art not of our region ; 
but to none of Zetland blood, no^ not even to 
those who sit around the hearth-stone of Mag- 
nus TroiI« the noble descendants of the ancient 
Jarls of Orkney, am I more a well-wisher, than 
I am to thee, thou kind and brave-hearted 
boy. When I hung around thy neck that 
gifted chain, which all in our isles know 
was wrought by no earthly artist, but by the 
Drows, in the secret recesses of their caverns, 
thou wert then but fifteen years old; yet 
thy foot had been on the Maiden-skerrie of 
Northmaven, known before but to the webbed 
sole of the swartback, and thy skiff had been 
in the deepest cavern of Brinnastir, where the 
haaf-fah^ had before slumbered in dark ob- 
scurity. Therefore I gave thee that noble gift ; 



* The larger seal, or sea-calf, which seeks the most so- 
litai^ recesses for its abode. See Dr Edmonstone's Zet' 
iandy vol. II. p. 294. 
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and well thou knowest, that since tint day, 
erery eye in these isles has looked on thee as 
a son, or as a brother, endowed beyond other 
youths, and the fayouied of those whose 
hour of power is when the night meets with 
die day."* 

^.Alas! mother/' said Mordaunt, '' your 
kind gift may have given me fayour, but it bau 
not been able to keep it. for me, or I have not 
been able to keep it for myself. — ^What matters 
it ?. I shall learn to set as little by othecs as 
they do by me. My father says that I shall' 
goon leave these islands ; and therefore. Mother 



* The Drows or Trows, the legitimate successors of the 
Yiorthem duergar, and somewhat allied to the fairies, reside 
like them in the interior of green hills and caverns, and are 
most powerful at midofght. They are curious arti6cers in 
iron, as well as in the precious metals, and are sometimes 
pr(4)itioo8 to mortals, but more frequently capricious and 
malevolent. Among the common people of Zetland, their 
existence still forms an article of universal belief. In the 
neighbouring isles of Feroe,theyare called Foddenskencand, 
or subterranean people ; and Lucas Jacobson Debes, well 
acquainted with their nature, assures us that they inhabit, 
in those places which are polluted with the effusion of blood, 
or the practice of any crying sin. They have a govern- 
ment, wliich seems to be monarchical. 
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Norna, I will return to you your fairy gift, that 
it may bring more lasting luck to some other 
than it has done to me." 

*^ Despise not the gift of the nameless race^*' 
said Noma, frowning ; then suddenly changing 
her tone of displeasure to that of mournful so* 
lemnity, she added, — *^ Despise them not, but, 
O Mordaunt, court them not! Sit down on 
that grey stone— thou art the son of my adop« 
tion, and I will doff, as far as I may, those 
attributes that sever me from the common mass 
of humanity, and speak with you as a parent 
with a child.'' 

There was a tremulous tone of grief which 
mingled with the loftiness of her language and 
carriage, and was calculated to excite sym- 
pathy, as well as to attract attention. Mor- 
daunt sate down on the rock which she pointed 
out, a fragment which, with many others that 
lay scattered around, had been torn by some 
winter storm from the precipice at the foot of 
which it lay, upon the very verge of the water. 
Noma took her own seat on a stone at about 
three feet distance, adjusted her mantle so that 
little more thau her forehead, her eyes, and a 
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single lock of her grey hair, were seen from be- 
neath the shade of her dark wadmaal dkudk,: 
and then proceeded in a tone in which Ihe 
imaginary consequence and importance so eflea : 
assumed by lunacy, seemed to contend agumt. 
the deep workings of some extraordinaiy biA 
deeply-rooted mental affliction. i>: 

f* I was not always/' she said,^'. that which ^ 
now am. I was not always the wise, the fGwi^p-' 
fuly the commanding, before whom the yomig 
stand abashed, and the old uncover their grey: 
heads. There was a time when my appeaianoe 
did not silence mirth, when I sympathized with 
human passion, and had my own share in hu- 
man joy and sorrow. It was a time of help- 
lessness— it was a time of follyr^it was a tiaacs^ 
of idle and unfruitful laughter — it was a tme. 
of causeless and senseless tears ; — and yet^ witb- 
its follies and its sorrows and its weaknesses, 
what would Noma of Fitful-head give to b^ 
again the unmarked $aid happy maiden that she 
was in her early days ! Hear me, Mordaunt^< 
and bear with me ; for you hear me utter com-^ 
plaints which have never sounded into mortal , 
ears, and which in mortal ears shall never souiid 
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again. I will be what. I ought/' she coDtiiHied^ 
Btartii^ xxp, and extending her lean and wither* 
ed arm, ^* the queen and protectress of these 
wild and neglected isles,-*-! will be her whose 
foot the waves wiBt not^ save by her permission; 
ay, even though its mge be at its wildest mad-^ 
ness— whose robe the whirlwind respects when 
it rends the house-rigging from the roof-tree. 
Bear me witness, Mordaunt Mertoun, — you 
heard my words at Harfra — you saw the tem- 
pest sink before them— ^Speak, bear me wit- 
ness !" 

To have contradicted her in this strain of 
high-toned enthusiasm, would have been cruel 
and unavailing, even had Mordaunt been more 
decidedly convinced than he was, that an insiuie 
W0iaan, not one of supernatural power, stood 
before him. 

.' ** I heard you sing/^ he replied, " and I saw 
tbe tempest abate.'' 

. ^* Abate?" exclaimed Noma, striking the 
ground impatiently with her istaff of black oak ; 
" thoii speakest it but half— it sunk at once— 
siink in shorter space than the child that is 
hnshed to silence by the nurse.— ^Enough^ you 
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know my power — but you know not-^moHdi 
man knows not, and never shall know, tbe 
price which I paid to attain it. No, Mordaust, 
never for the widest sway that the ancient 
Norsemen boasted, wh^i their banners waved 
victorious from Bergen to Palestine — ^never, 
for all that the round world contains, do thou 
barter thy peace of mind for such greatness as 
Nomads.'' She resumed her seat upon die 
rock, drew the mantle over her face^ rested her 
head upon her hands, and by the convulsive 
motion which agitated her bosom, appeared to 
be weeping bitterly. 

'^ Good Noma," said Mordannt, and paused, 
scatce knowing what to say that might consde 
the unhappy woman — ^' Good Noma," he again 
resumed, *^ if there be aught on your mind tint 
troubles it, were you not best to go to the 
worthy minister at Dunrossness i Men say you 
have not for many years been in a Christian 
congregation — that cannot be well, or right. 
You are yourself well known as a healer of 
bodily disease ; but when the mind is sick, we 
should draw to the Physician of our souls." 

|!)^orna had raised her person slowly from the 
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$too)yiiig {lostore in which she sate; but at 
lek^th she started up on her feet, threw back 
her mantle, extended her arm, and while her 
fip foamed, and her eye sparkled, exclaimed in 
a tone resembling a scream,-—^' Me did yea 
spedk— me did you Ud seek out a priest! — 
Wonld yon kill the good man with horror ?— 
Me in a Christian congregation ! — ^Would you 
faavetbe roof to fall on the sackless ass^nbly, 
and mingle dieir blood with dieir worship ?— 
I-^— I seek to the good Physician! — ^Would you 
have the fiend claim his prey openly before 
God and man V* 

The extreme agitation of Ae unhappy speaker 
natsrally led Mordaunt to the conclusion, whidi 
was generally adopted and accredited in that 
superstitious country and period. ^' Wretched 
i^oman/' he said, '^ if indeed thou hast leagued 
thyself with thie powers of Evil, why should 
3^u not seek even yet for repentance? But 
do as thou wilt, I cannot, dare not, as a Chris- 
tian, abide longer with you; and take again 
your gift," he said^ offering back the chain. 
** Good can never come of it, if indeed evil 
hath not come already.'^ 
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'' Be stffl and hm nm, HhoxL fotyflab hoy/' 
Afidd Noma; eaimlj, as if she had been loatoyed 
to reaaoR by the alann and hoitot. wfaidh she 
pcffMived in Mordannt's countenaaee ; ^'^ hear 
me, I say^ I am ooi of those who hare leagoed 
themeeliFeB with the Enenqr of mankiMl^.er 
derire akiU or power hM hta mmiflttfj. And 
althoiigh the unearthly powers weie piopiliaMl 
by a sacrifice which kmnan tongue caatnewtt 
utter, yet, Gk)d luums, my guilt in thatf^bcnig 
was BO more than that of the blind man wbo 
fidls from the precipice which he could nddier 
see nor shun. O, leave me not — 'shun me not 
in- this hour of weakness ! Remam witfi me tSl 
the temptation be passed, or I will phmge 
myself into that lake, and rid myself at «once 
(rf*my power and my wretchedness.'' 

Mordaunt, who had always looked up ta flSs 
singtdar woman with a sort of affection^ooea- 
siohed no doubt by the early kindness and 
^stinction which she had shewn to him, ute 
readily induced to reassume his seat, and listen 
•to what she had fnrdier to say, in hopes. Ilbt 
she would gradually overcome the violence* of 
her agitation. It was not long ere she seemed 
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to have gained the victory her compaoion ex« 
peotedy for she addressed him in her usiMdly 
steady and authoritative manner. 

" It was not of myself, Mordaant, that I 

pnrposed to speak, when I beheld you from the 

summit of yonder grey rock, and came down 

'the path to meet with you. My fortunes itfe 

' fiik«d beyond change, be it for weal or for woe. 

■' For myself I have ceased to feel much ; but for 

those whom she loves. Noma of the Fitful^faead 

has still those feelings which link her to her kind« * 

Mark m&*-«there is' an eagle, the noblest that 

builds in these airy precipices, and into that 

eagle's nest there has crept an adder«— wilt thou 

lemi thy aid to crush the reptile^ and to* save the 

noble brood of the lord of the north sky 1'^ 

'' You must speak more plainly. Noma/' said 
Mordavnt^ '' if you would have me undenrtand 
ior answer you. I am no guesser of riddles/- 

* ** In plain language, then, you know well the 

ftn^ily of Burgh-Westra-— the lovely daughters 

tiof the geterous old Udaller, Magnus Txoil^ — 

d!ifittaai and Brenda, I mean. You know them, 

^oand y6\x love them.'' 
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^* I have known them, moth^/' replied Mor- 
daunt, '' and I hare loved them — none knows 
it better than you yourself.*' 

'' To know them once," said Noma, empha- 
tically, ** is to know them always.-— To love 
them once, is to love them for ever.'' 

'' To have loved them once, is to wish them 
well for ever/' replied the youth; ''bat it is 
nothing more. To be plain with you, Norne, 
the family at Burgh«-Westra have of late, totally 
'neglected me. But shew me the means of 
serving them ; I will convince you how much 
I have remembered old kindness, how little I 
resent late coldness." 

'' It is well spoken, and I will put your pur* 
pose to the proof," replied Noma. ** Mi^us 
Troil has taken a serpent into his bosom — his 
lovely daughters are delivered up to the machi- 
nations of a villain." 

'' You mean the stranger, Cleveland?" said 
Mordaunt. 

" The stranger who so calls himself," readied 
Noma — " the same whom we found flung ashore 
like a waste heap of sea-weed at the foot of the 



TUB PIRATC. 241 

Sumburgh-cape. I felt that within me, that 
woFuld have prompted me to let him lie till the 
tide floated him olBF, as it had .floated him on 
«hore« I repent me I gave not way. to it." 

'' But/' said Mordamit, ** I cannot repent 
that I did my duty as a Christian man. And 
what right have I to wish otherwise ? If Minna, 
Brenda, Magnus, and the rest, like that stranger 
better than me, I have no title to be offended ; 
nay, I might well be laughed at for bringing 
myself into comparison." 
- '' It is well, and I trust they merit thy un^ 
selfish friendship." 

. '' But I . cannot perceive/' said Mordaunt, 
'• in what you can propose that I should serve 
them. I havie. but just learned by Bryce the 
jagger, that this Captain Cleveland is all in all 
with the ladies at. Harfra, and with the Udaller 
himself. I would like ill to intrude myself 
where I am not welcome, or to place my home- 
bred merit in comparison with Captain Cleve- 
land's. He can tell . them of battles, when I 
can only speak of birds'-nests— can speak of 
shooting Frenchmen, when I can only tell of 
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shooting seals— he wears gay cIothes,aDd bears 
a brave ooimtenance ; I am plainfy pressed, and 
plainly nurtured. Such gay gallants as he can 
noose the hearts of those he lives with, as the 
fowler nooses the gnilleiDOt with his rod and 
line/' 

. ** You do. wrong to yourself/' replied Noma, 
'* wrong to yourself* and greater wrong to 
Minna and Brenda f and trust not the reports of 
Bryce-^he is like the greedy chaffer-whale, that 
will change his course and dive, for the most 
petty coin which a fisher can cast at him. Cer- 
tain it is, that if you have been lessened in the 
ofnnion of Magnus Troil^ thatsordid fellow hath 
had some share in it. But let him count his 
vantage, for my eye is upon him." 

. ** And why, mother/' said Mordaunt, '' do 
you not tell to Magnus what ,ybu have told to 
me?'' 

*' Because/' replied Noma, '* they who wax 
wise in their own conceit must be taught a 
bitter lesson by experience. It was but yester- 
day that I spoke with Magnus, and what was 
his reply ? — * Good Norna, you grow old.' And 
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this was spoken by one bounden to me by so 
many and such close ties — by the descendant 
of the ancient Norse earls -^ this was from. 
Magnus Troil to me ; and it was said in bcihalf 
of one whom the sea flung forth as wreck-weed ! 
Since he despises the counsel of the aged, he 
shall be taught by that of the young ; and well 
that he is not left to his own folly. Go^ there- 
fore, to Burgh-Westra as usually upon the 
Baptist's festival." 

'' I have had no invitation/' said Mordaunt ; 
** I am not wanted, not wished for, not thought 
of — perhaps I shall not be acknowledged if I 
go thither; and yet, mother, to confess the 
truth, thither I had thought to go." 

*' It was a good thought, and to be cherished," 
replied Noma ; '* we seek our friends when they 
are sick in health, why not when they are sick 
in mind^ and surfeited with prosperity ? Do not 
fail to go — it may be, we shall meet there. 
Meanw^hile our roads lie different. Farewell, 
and speak not of this meeting." 

They parted, and Mordaunt remained stand- 
ing by the lake, with his eyes fixed on Noma, 
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until her tall dark form became invisible among 
tbe windings of the valley down which she 
wandered, and Mordaunt returned to his fa- 
ther's mansion, determined to follow counsel 
which coincided so well with his own wishes. 
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CHAPTER XL 

" All your ancient customs, 

And long descended usages, I'll change. 
Ye shall not eat nor driuk, nor speak nor move,. 
Think, look, or walk, as ye were wont to do ; 
Even your marriage-beds shall know mutation ; 
The bride shall have the stock, the groom the wall > 
For all old practice will I turn and change, 
And call it reformation — marrf, will IT* 

'TU Even HuH ve\>t «t Odilt. 

The festal day approached, and still no ihyi- 
tation arrived for that guest, without whom, but 
a little space since, no feast could have been 
held in the island ; while, on the other hand, 
such reports as reached them on every side 
spoke highly of the favour which Captain Cleve- 
land enjoyed in the family of the old Udallcr 
of Burgh-Westra. Swertha and the old Ran- 
zelar shook their heads at these mutations, and 
reminded Mordaunt, by many a half-hint and 
inuendo, that he had incurred this eclipse by 
being so imprudently active to secure the safety 
of the stranger when he lay at the mercy of the 
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next wave beneath the cliffs of Sumburgh-head. 
" It is best to let saut water take its gait," said 
Swertha ; " luck never came of crossing it." 

^* In troth," said the Ranzelar, " they are wia« 
folks that let wave and withy hand their ain — 
luck never came of a half- drowned man, or a 
half-hanged ane either. Who was't shot Will 
Paterson off the Noss ? — the Dutchman that he 
saved from sinking, I trow. To fling a drown- 
ing man a plank or a tow, may be the part of a 
Christian ; but I say keep hands aff him, if ye 
wad live and thrive free frae his danger." 

'' Ye are a wise n^an^ Banzelar, and a worthy," 
echoed Swertha, with a groan» '' and ken how 
and whan to help a neighbour, as weel as ony 
man that ever drew a net." 

'' In troth, I have seen length of days," an- 
swered the Ranzelar, '' and I have heard what 
the auld folk said to each other anent sic m^^ 
ters ; and nae man in Zetland shall eo farther 
than I will in any Christian service to a man on 
firm land ; but if he cry help out of ihe saut 
wayes, that's another story." 

*' And yet, to think of this lad Cleveland 
standing bx our Master Mordaunt's light," said 
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Swertha, '' and with Magnus Troil, that thought 
him the flower of the island but on Whitsunday 
last, and Magnus, too, that's both held (when 
he's fresh, honest man) the wisest and wealthiest 
of Zetlaiid." 

*^ He canna win by it/' said the Ranzelman, 
with a look of the deepest sagacity. '' There's 
whiles, Swertba, that the wisest of us (as I am 
sure I humbly confess mysel) may be little better 
than gulls, and can no more win by doing deeds 
of folly than I can step over Sumburgh-head. 
It has b^en niy own case once or twice in my 
life. But we will see soon what ill is to come 
of all this, for good there cannot come." 

And Swertha answered, with the same tone 
of prophetic wisdom, '' Na, na, gude can frever 
come on it, and that is ower truly said.'* ' - ^. 

These doleful predictions, repeated from iime 
to time, had some effect iipon Mordaunt. > He' 
did not indeed suppose, that the charitable action 
of relieying a drowning man fiadcbubjected him, 
as a necessary and fatal conse^tence, to the 
unpleasant circumstances in i^bich ' he was 
placed; yet he felt as if a sort of' spell were 
drawn around 'him, of which he neither »under- 
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stood the nature or die extent;— >«diat some 
power^ in short, beyond his own contronl, Wfts 
acting upon his destiny, and, as it seemed, wiih 
no friendly influence. His curiosity, as wdlas 
his anxiety, was highly excited, and he conti- 
nued determined, at all events, to make his per* 
sonal appearance at the approaching festival^ 
when he was impressed with the belief that 
something uncommon was necessarily to take 
place, which should determine his future views 
and prospects in life. 

As the elder Mertoun was at this time in his 
ordinary state of health, it became necesisary 
that hi& son should intimate to him his intend^ 
visit to Burgh- Westra. He did so ; and his 
father desired to know the especial reason of 
his going thither at this particular time. 

'* It is a time of merry-making,'' replied the 
youth; *' all the country are assembled." 

'' And you are doubtless impatient to ad^ 
another fool to the number. — Go — but bewane 
how you walk in the path which youvare aboi^ 
to tread — a fall from the cliffs of Foula wei^ 
not more fatal." * 

'^ May I ask the reason of ^6ur caution, sir?'' 
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repUed Mordaunt /breaking through the reserve 
which ordinarily subsisted betwixt him and his 
singular parent. 

, " Magnus Troil," said the elder Mertoun, 
** has two daughters — you are of the age when 
men look upon such gawds with eyes of affec- 
tioDy that they may afterwards learn to curse 
.the day that first opened their eyes upon heaven. 
J bid you beware of them ; for^ as sure as that 
death and sin came into the world by woman, 
so sure are their soft words, and softer looks, 
the utter destruction and ruin of all who put 
faith in them." 

Mordaunt had sometimes observed his father's 
marked dislike to the female sex, but had never 
. before heard him give vent to it in terms so de- 
termined and precise. He replied, that the 
daughters of Magnus Troil were no more to him 
than any other females in the islands ; . '' they 
were even of less importance/' he said, /' for 
they had broken off their friendship with him, 
. without assigning any cause/* . 

** And you go to seek the renewal of it," an- 
swered his father. " Silly moth, that hast once 
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escaped the taper without singeing thy wingSy 
you are not contented with the safe obscurity 
of these wilds, but must hasten back to the 
flame, which is sure at length to consume thee. 
Why should I waste argument in deterring 
thee from thy inevitable fate ?— Go where thy 
destinycalls thee." 

On the succeeding day, which was the ere of 
the great festival, Mordaunt set forth on his 
road to Burgh-Westra, pondering alternately 
on the injunctions of Noma — on the ominous 
words of his fother — on the inauspicious augu- 
ries of Swertha and the Ranzelar of Jarlshof— 
and not without experiencing that gloom with 
which so many concurring circumstances of ill 
omen combined to oppress his mind. 

'^ It bodes me but a cold reception at Burgh- 
Westra/' said he ; " but my stay shall be the 
shorter. I will but find out whether they have 
been deceived by this sea-faring stranger, or 
whether they have acted out of pure caprice of 
temper, and love of change of company. If 
the first be the case, I will vindicate my cha- 
racter, and let Captain Cleveland look to him- 
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self; — if th^ latter/ why then; goodnight to 
Burgh-Westra and all its inmates." 

As lie mentally meditated this last alternative, 
hurt pride, and a return of fondness for those 
to whom he supposed he was bidding farewell 
for Qver, brought a tear into his eye, which he 
dashed, off hastily and indignantly^ as, mending 
his pace, he continued on his journey. 

The weather .being now serene and undis- 
turbed, Mordaunt made his way with an ease 
that formed a striking contrast to the difficulties 
which he l^ad encountered when he last tra- 
velled the same rQjite ; yet there was a less 
pleasing subject for con!iparison, within his own 
mind. 

" My breast," he said to himself, *^ was then 
against the wind, but my heart within was se- 
rene and happy. I would I had now the same 
careless feelings, were they to be bought by 
battling with the severest storm that ever blew 
across these lonely hills." 
. With such thoughts, he arrived about 'noon 
ait Harfra, the habitation^ as the reader may 
remember,- of the ingenious ' Mr Yellowley. 
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Our traveller had, upon the present occa- 
sion, taken care to be quite independent of 
the niggardly hospitality of this mansion, 
which was now become infamous on that 
account through the whole island, by Bringing 
with him, in his small knapsack, such provi- 
sions as might have sufficed for a longer jour- 
ney. In courtesy, however, or rather, per- 
haps, to get rid of his own disquieting thoughts, 
Mordaunt did not fail to call at the mansion, 
which he found in singular commotion. Trip- 
tolemus himself, invested with a pair of large 
jack-boots, went clattering up and down stairs, 
screaming out questions to his sister and his 
serving-woman Tronda, who replied with shril- 
ler and more complicated screeches. At length, 
Mrs Baby herself made her appearance, with 
her venerable person invested in vi^t was then 
called a Joseph, an ample garment, which had 
once been green, but now, betwixt stains and 
patches, had become like the vesture of the 
patriarch whose name it bore— a garment of 
divers colours. A steeple-crowned hat, the 
purchase of some long past moment in which 
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vanity had got the better of avarice^ with a 
feather which had stood as much wind and 
rain as if it had been part of a sea-mew's wing, 
made up her equipment, save that in her 
hand she held a silver-mounted whip of antique 
fashion. This attire, as well as an air of de- 
^rmined bustle in the gait and appearance 
of Mrs Barbara Yellowley, seemed to bespeak 
that she was prepared to take a journey, and 
cared not, as the saying goes, who knew that 
such was her determination. 

She was the first that observed Mordaunt on 
his arrival, and she greeted him with a degree 
of mingled emotion. " Be good to us!" she 
exclaimed, ^' if here is not the canty callant 
that wears yon thing about his neck, and that 
snapped up our goose as light as if it had been 
a sandieJavrock !*' The admiration of the gold 
chain, which had formerly made so deep an im- 
pression on her mind, was marked in the first 
part of her speech, the recollection of the un- 
timely fate of the smoked goose was comme- 
morated in the second clause. '' I will lay the 
burthen of my life," she instantly added, *' that 
he is ganging our gate.'' 
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- " I am bound for Borgh-Westra, Mrs Yel- 
lowley/' said Mordaunit. 

*' And blithe, will we be of yoiir com- 
pany)'* she added — " it's early day to eat; 
but if you liked a barley scone and a drink 
of bland <— nathelessy it is ill trayelling on 
a full stomach, besides quelling your appe- 
tite for the feast that is' biding you this 
day ; for all sort of prodigality there will dodbl- 
less be.'* 

Mordaont produced his own stores, and, ex- 
plaining that he did not love to be burthen- 
some to them on this second occasion, invited 
them to partake bY the provisions he had to 
offer. Poor Triptolemus, who seldom saw half 
so good a dinner as bis guest's luncheon, threw 
himself upon the good cheer, like Sancho on 
the scum of Camacho's kettle, and even the 
lady herself could not resist the temptation, 
though she gave way to it with more modera- 
tion, and with something like a sense of 
shame. " She had let the fire out," she said, 
'* for it was a pity wasting fuel in so cold a 
country, and so she had not thought of getting 
any thing ready, as they were to set out so soon ; 
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and so she could not but say^ that the youngs 
gentleipan's nacket looked very good ; and be- 
sides, she had some curiosity to see whether 
tb^ folks in this country cured their beef in the 
same way they did in the north of Scotland.*' 
Under which combined considerations. Dame 
Baby made a hearty experiment on the refresh- 
ments which thus unexpectedly presented 
themselyes. 

When their extemporary repast was finished, 
the factor became solicitous to take the road ; 
and now Mordaunt discovered, that the alacrity 
with which he had been received by Mistress 
Baby was not altogether disinterested. Nei- 
ther she nor the learned Triptolemus felt much 
disposed to commit themselves to the wUds of 
Zetland, without the assistance of a giiide; 
and although they could have commanded the* 
assistance of one of their own labouring folks,, 
yet the cautious agriculturist observed, that it 
would be losing at lieast One day's work ; and 
his sister multiplied his apprehensions by echo- 
ing back, ** One day's work?— ye may weel 
say twenty — for, set ane of their noses within 
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the smell of a kail-pot, and their lugs withia 
the sound of a fiddle, and whistle them back if 
ye can." 

Now the fortunate arriral of Mordaunt, in 
the very nick of time, not to mention the good 
cheer which he brought with him, made him as 
welcome as any one could possibly be to a 
threshold, which, on all ordinary occasiom, 
abhorred the passage of a guest; nor was 
Mr Yellowley altogether insensible of the 
pleasure he promised himself in detailing his 
plans of improvement to his young companion, 
and enjoying what his fate seldom assigned 
him— the company of a patient and admiring 
listener. 

As the factor and his sister were to prosecute 
their journey on horseback, it only remained to 
mount their guide and companion — athingeasi- 
ly accomplished, where there are such numbem 
of shaggy, long-backed, shortrlegged poniei^ ri»a^. 
ning wild upon the extensive moors, which^or^ 
the common pasturage for the cattle of eyety. 
township, where shelties, geese, swine, goati^^r 
sheep, and little Zetland cows^.are tiimed outrt 
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|«omi«o«ou$Iy, and often in nmabers which 
Cftu obtain but prec^i-iQUS sub^st^nqe frpm the 
niggard vegetation. There is, indeed, a right 
of indiyidqal property in all these animals, 
"which are branded or tattooed by each owner 
mriA his own peculiar mark; but when any 
paeaenger has pccaaionaji use for a poney, he 
Vfiv^ scruples to lay bold of the first which he 
^m catch, puts on a halter, and, having rode 
lum as £air as he finds convenient, turns the 
animal loose to find his way back again as he 
best 'Can-^a matter in which the pcxiies ^^e 
anfficiently sagacious. 

AUhougb this general exercise of property 
was one of the enonniti^ which in due time 
^e factor intended to aboUsh, yet, like a wi^e 
xm^t he scrupled not, in the meantinie, to avail 
hisaself of so genond a practice, which, he con- 
d^iHcended to allow, was particularly convenient 
for Aose who (as chanced tp be his own present 
caae) haid i¥> ponies of their own on which th^ir 
OfBig^bou^ C0uld retaliate. Three sheUies, 
l^eiefore, were procured firop the hill — little 
dragged animals, more resembling wild bears 
thim any thing of the horse tribe, yet possessed 
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of no small degree of ertrengtli and spirit, and 
^ble to endure as much fatigue and indiffisrent 
usage as any creatures in the world. 

IVo of these horses were already provided 
iaind fuHy accoutred for ibe journey. One of 
them; destined to bear the (air person of Mis- 
tress Baby, was decorated with a huge side-' 
saddle of yenerable antiquity — a mass, as it 
wiire; of cashion and padding, from mi»A 
depended^ on all sides, a honsing of aiuSteiii 
tapestry, which, having been originally in^ 
tended for a horse of ordinary size, covered 
up the diminutive palfrey over whom it was 
spread, from the ears to the tail, and from the 
sboulder to the fetlock, leaving nothing visible 
but ite head, which looked fiercely out fit>m 
these enfoldments, like the heraldic; representa* 
tion of a lion looking out of a bush. Mordannrt 
gallantly liflbed up the fair Mistress Yellovdey, 
and, at the expence of very slight exertion, 
j^laced her upon the summit of hei: mountainous 
daddie. tt rs probable, that, on feeling herself 
tnud squired arid attended upon, and expe- 
Yiencing the long unwonted consciousness thafc 
i^hie wais attired in her best array, liome tb^uglitB 



THE PIBATB. 269 

filawned upon Mistress Baby's 'mind, which 
chequered, for an instant, those habitual idean 
about thrift, that formed the daily and all" 
engrossing occupation of he^ soul. She glanced 
her eye upoii her &ded Joseph, and on the long 
housings of her saddle, as she observed, with c^ 
niiiiley to Mordsmnty that '^ trayelUng was a 
pleasant thing in fine weather and agreeably 
company, if,"' she added, glancing a look at 
a. place where* the embroidery was somewhat 
frayed and tattered, "it was not sae wasteful 
to ana's horse-rfumiture;" 
. Meanwhile, he)r brother stepped stoutly tQ 
bis steed ; and as he chose, notwithstanding 
the serenity of the Weather» to throw $i long 
red cloak over his other garments, his poi^ey 
.lir^as ev«i tnoi'e ccimpletely enveloped ip drapety 
iban that of hi& sister. It happened, moreover^ 
'to be ah animal qf an high and contumacious 
spirit,, bouncing and curvetting, occasionally 
binder the weight of Triptolemvs^ with a yiva^ 
city which,: notwithstanding bis York^hir^ de-f- 
scent, rather deranged him in jthp saddle ;— -■ 
gambols whtch,. as the. palfrey itself was not 
"visible, except' upon Ithe strictest inspection; 
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had, at a little distance, an effect as if they 
were the voluntary morements of the cloaked 
cavalier, without the assistance of any other 
legs than those with which tature had provided 
him ; and, to any who bad viewed Triptblemiis 
finder such a persuasion, the gravity, and even 
distress, announced in his countenance, must 
have made a. ridiculous contrast to the vivaciote 
caprioles with which he pkffed along the moor. 

Mordaunt kept up with diis worthy couple, 
mounted, according to the simplicity of the time 
and country, on the first and readiest poney 
whidi they had been aUe to press into the 
service, with no other accoutrement of any 
kind than the halter which served to guide 
him ; while Mr Yellowley^ seeing with jdtestire 
his guide thus readily provided with a steed, 
privately resolved, that this rude ctistom of 
helling travellers to horses, without leave of 
the prc^rietor, should not be abated in Zetlshd, 
until he catme to possess a herd of ponies he<- 
longing in property to himself, and exposed to 
suffer in the way of retaliatioi^. 

But to other uses or abuses of £he country, 
Triptolemus YeUowley shewed himself less to- 
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I 

^i^t. Long; and wenrisomQ wj^re the di&« 
eofirB^ h^ keld with M oiHlaunt, or^ (ta speak 
Bauch moco oonreetlyO the harangues which 

,)ie inflicted upon hiBH^ conceraiog the changes 
which his own advent in these isles was about 
to occasion* Unskilled as he was in the moden^ 
arte by which an estate may be improved to 

,;9iich a high degree that it shall altogether slip 
.tlirpugh the proprietor's fingers, Triptolemns 
^lad at least the zeal, if not the knowledge, of a 
whoW agricultural society in his own person ; 
nor was he surpassed by any who has followed 

,}nm, in that noble spirit which scorns to balance 
profit against ouUay, but holds the glory of 

, e^cting a great change on the face of the 

, land, to be, like virtue, in a great degree its 
own reward. 

If o part of the wild and mountainous region 
oy^r which Mordaunt guided him but what 
suggested to his active imagination some 
scheme of improvement and alteration. He 
would make a road through yon scarce pass- 
able glen, where at present nothing but the 
sure-footed creatures on which they were 
mounted could tread with any safety. He 
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would substitute better hoosed for the skeoes^ 
or sheds built of dry stones^ ib which the iii-« 
habitants cured or manufactured dieir. fish^^ 
they should brew good ale instead of bland-"^ 
they shoufd plant forests where tree never giew^ 
and find mines of treasure where a Danish 
skilUng was accounted a coin of a moat re* 
spectable denomination. All these mutations^ 
with many others, did the worthy factor resolve 
upon, speaking at the same time with the utoioat 
confidence of the countenance and assistance 
which he was to receive from the higher classes^ 
and especially from Magnus Troil. 

^^ I will impart some of my ideas to the poof 
man/' he said, ** before we are both many hours 
older ; and you will mark how gratefiil he wiE 
be to the man who brings him knowledge, whieh 
is better than wealth/' 

** I would not have you build too strongly 
on that/' said Mbrdaunt, by way of caution ( 
^* Magnus Troil's boat is kittle to trim-^he likes 
his own ways, and his country ways, and you wiU 
*as soon teach your sheltieto dive Uke a sealf^ 
as bring Magnus to take a Scottish fashion in 
the place of a Norse one ;-^— and yet, if he is 



iteady (obis old costoioiB/he may. perhaps be a& 
changeable as another in his old iViendsbips." ^ 
* '' Hem tu, inepteT' said the scholar of S^int 
Andrews, ** steady or unsteadyy what can i^ 
matter 7 — ^am not I here in point of trust, and 
in point of power ? and 4hall a Fpwde» by which 
hezbaFons appellatiTe this Ms^nus Troil stil) 
•crils himself, presume to measure judgment 
and weigh reasons with m0, wbp represent the 
fiill .dignity of the ChamberUiii of the islandi^ 
of Orikney and Zetland V , 

*' Still/' said Mordaunt> '' I would advise ycn^ 
liot to advance too tasbty npoii hi^ prejudices. 
Magnus Troil, from .the hour of bis birth to this 
day, never saw a greater man than hinuielfj^ and 
it is difficult to bridle an old hoiise for the &cf^ 
fame. Besides/ he has at no time in his lif0 
been a patient listener to long explanations, sp 
it is possible that he may quarrel with ypi]^ 
prc^osed reformation^ before you can conyine^ 
him of its advantages.*! 

" How mean.you, young man V' said th^ fao- 
, tor. — " Is there one who dwells in these iaiand^, 
who is so wretchedly blind as not to be sej^^ible 
jpf their deplorable, defects? Can a m&n,'' he' 
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addtod, riftiiig into entlniMim M lie Bpoke^ ** «r 
eren a beMt^ loofc at thai timig dieie, which 4li^ 
iMtte the hnpudeaee to^all a Goni--«iIl» itKboat 
tremUiag t6 thiak that com ahoald be antnltM 
toUu^haflniietatdemoIenidiiiafy? Thewnlohas 
are" obliged fo hate at lelMt fifty in each piniali^ 
etch triiBdlittg away tipoo itft paltry iBiU«iitee^ 
littdeF the tbaloh of-a roof na bigger thm a^ke^' 
nk^f, itt«tead of a tioUe and setnly bafon'a aSt, 
that ybti woald hear the daok tt tfaiovgh ite 
haill country ; and tha^t casts flie meal tkroa^ 
the milK^e by Ibrpits at a tine.'' 

'' Ay^ ay^ brother/^ mUl his sisfter^ '< that's 
spoken Vke your wise seft. The nair cost die 
iflaai hdiour— ^that's yont word ever wm% G«r 
Hh0 creep into your wise head> taim, that ilka 
bddy grinds iheir ain Biev^' of meal^ in tkb 
coiditry, wilhdat ptagoing dieals^lves about hm- 
fOUb's n^, and lhitls> and sttcken, and the lilae 
tttde? HofrmoKyatimehavelheardyoabdt* 
the-^cat with auld Edie Htqpper^ the miHer at 
Gnndlebuffn, and wi' his very knave teo> about 
i:i|<^>rm and out^town niQtt«re&-4ocky gowpea, 
aad knaTesiiip, and a' the Iwe o't ; and nownae- 
thing less will serre you than to Mng in ife 
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-ferf saa^ fi»liefy oit a wbeeo pnir bodm, that 
big ilk aiie a mill for 1iieiniel?e8, sic as it is.'' 

^ DiBna tell me of gowpen and knaTeship ! ^ 
exdaimed the indignaiit agricnlttirist; '' bet" 
ter pay half the grist to the miller, to have 
tiwfiefit gruttd in a Christiari masnery than j^ut 
gOdd groin into a bairn's whirligig. L6ok at i^ 
fom moment, Baby^-^Bide ittll, ye cntsed imp I** 
ThbintcipetiM was applied to his poney, which 
begun to be exAremdy iaipad;ient, while its ridet 
ioANSOpted his joamey, to poiat oat aH the weak 
pomts of the Zetland «ill-«^'' lo^k at it, I aay-*^ 
it's just one degree better theft a haad-^wm — 
it taai» neither wheel nor trindle— neither eog tioif 
happer-^Btde stilly there's acanny beast— 4lcan-» 
nar grind a bickarfii' of meal in a quaster of an 
bonr, and tliat will be mair like a mash for horae 
than a meltith for man's use — ^Wherefore — Bide 
MS/ 1 say — ^wherefore — wherefore — The deil's 
in the beast^ and nae good, I think!'*— » 

As he uttered the last words, the sheltie, 
which had pranced and ctirvetted for some tilne 
with nrach impatience^ at length got its head 
betwiirt its legs, and at once canted its rider 
iato the liMe riyulet, which served to drive the 
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depreciated engiiK he; was 8myeyu9g^>^dieir 
emancipating' itself from tbe folds of the cldaky- 
fled back towards its own wildaneiAy neighing 
in scorn, and flinging ont its heels at every five 
yards. • . • . . . 

Langhing heartily at his disaBter, Mdidaunt 
helped the old man to arise ; while his sister 
Sarcastically congratulated him on having fallen 
rather into the shallows of a Zelland rmilel' 
than the depths of a Scottish mill-pond. Dis^ 
dainingto reply to this sarcasm/ Triptolenras^ 
so soon as he bad recovered his legs, shfidien 
his ears, and fomid that the folds of his doak 
had saved him from being much wet in the 
scanty- streamlet, exclaimed aloud, -' I wifl 
have cussers from Lanarkshire — brood mares 
from Ayrshire— -I will not have one of these 
cursed abortions left on the islands, to break 
honest folks' necks — I say^ Baby, I will rid 
the land of thenu'* 

** Ye had better waring your ain cloak, IVip- 
tolemus/' answered Baby. ' . 

Mordaimt meanwhile wasemployed in caitchF- 
ing another poney, from a hi^rd which strayed 
at some distance; and having made ahaltet 
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out of iwisled lushes, lie seated the dismayed 
agriGulturisi in safety apon a more quiets though 
less active poney, than that which he had at 
first bestrode. 

Bat Mr Yellowley's fall had operated as a 
considerable sedative upon his spirits, and, for 
the full spaed of five miles' travel, he said scarce 
a woid; leaving fall course to the melancholy 
ai^ifutions and lamentations which his sister 
Baby bestowed on the old bridle/ which the 
poney bad carried off in: its flight, and whichs 
she observed, i^fW having lasted for eighteen 
yeai^ come Martinmas,. might be nowiconsif* 
dered as a cast*a-way thing. Finding she had 
thus the field to herself, the old lady launched 
forfh into a lecture upon eccmomy, accordiqg 
to her 6wn idea of 'tha< virtue^ whi<^ seemed to 
include a system of privations^ Which, though 
observed; with the sde purpose of saving 
money, might, if undertaken upon other priur 
«iples, have ranked high in the history of q, 
religious ascetic. . . 

She was but Utile interrupted by Mordaunt^ 
who, conscious be. was now on the eye of apr 
•'proinebing ' Burgh-Westra, employed himself 
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'in the task erf ap|fcjpatiiig.t^ngjiffltyq 
the Rceplm be /was aboui to m^et^ witli the;^ 
from, two beauttfiil young women^ than mtb 
the prosing of an old one^ hower.^r wisely^ fttft 
night 'pmTe that smaUUbeer waa more^ .ifrhole- 
iome than etroag ele^ and that if her brpthev 
had braised his «idLle-h»ne m h« tQ«iM<> <m^ 
fecy and butter was better to brioghim raund 
again, than all the doctor's dragu intbewi^i]^ 
Bat now die dresry moorlands^ OY&t y^^i/^ 
their path had hitherto Iain, were ezefaanged 
tor a more pleasant prospect^ opening ona salt- 
water lake, or arm of the sea, which ran up far 
inland, and was surrounded by flat and fertile 
ground, producing crops bHter than the ^cpe^ 
riettoed eye of Triptolemns Yellowlejr had as 
yet witnessed in Zetland. In the midst of this 
Gosb^ stood the mansion of Baxgh*Weatni^ 
aoreened from the north and east by a lidge of 
h^^atby hills which by behiiid it, and command- 
faig an interesting prospect of the lake and its 
parent ocean, as well as the islands, imd mon 
distant mountakiSi From the mansion itself, 
as well as from almost eyery cottage in the 
a<i^fi6ent hatnl^t, aros^ such a rich dovn^ of 
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vapoury stnoke, as shewed, that the preptr»- 
tions for the festival were not confined to the 
principal residence of Magnus himself^ but ex- 
tended through the whole vicinage. 

*' My certie/' sdd Mistress Baby Ycllowley, 
^ ane wad think the haill town was on fire ! 
The very hiH-side smells of their Wastefulness, 
and a hungry "heart wad scarce seek better 
kitchen to a barley scone, than just to waft it 
in the reek that's rising 6ift <yf yon loms.^ 
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CHAPTER XIL 



Thoo hatt described 



A hot ffiend cooling. >£veriiole, LocUiqa^ 
When lore begins to sicken and decay. 
It nsetb an enforced cefemony. 
These are no tricks in plain and simple faith. 

Jftittts Cksor. 

If the smell which was wafted from the chimr 
nies of Boi^h-Westra up to the barren hills by 
which the mansion was surrounded, could, as 
Mistress Barbara opined, have refreshed the 
hungry, the noise which proceeded from thence 
might have given hearing to the deaf. It was 
a medley of all sounds, and all connected widi 
jolUty and kind welcome. Nor were the rites 
connected with them less animating. 

Troops of friends were seen in the act- of ar- 
riving—their dispersed ponies flying to the moors 
in every direction, to recover their own pastures 
in the best way they could ; — such, as we have al- 
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ready saM, being tke usual mode of diachar^o'g 
the cavalry, which had been levied for a day's 
^service. 'At a small but commodious harbour, 
connected with the Jiiouse and hamlet, thos^ 
visitors were landing from their boats, who> 
living i in distant islands,; and along thecoast^ 
had preferred making their journey by sea^ 
Pandng frequently to ; greet j&ach other, Mbr^ 
daunt and his companions might see jsach party 
strolling on. successively to the house, whose 
ever open gate received them alternately in such 
numbers, that it seemed the extent of the mau'x 
sion, though suited to the. opulence and hos« 
pitality of the owaer> was scarce, on this occa*^ 
sion, sufficient for the guests. 

Amongst the confused .sounds of mirth and 
welcome which arose at the entrance of each new 
company, Mordaunt thought he could distin-*^ 
guish the loud laugh and. hearty salutation of 
the me. of the mansion, land began to foel inoi?^ 
deeply than before, the anxious doubt, whether 
that cordial reception, which was distributed so 
freely to all others, would be on this occasion 
extended to him. . As they came on, they heard 
thel voluntary scrapings and bravura. effusionis 
of the gallant fiddlers, wh'ox impatiently flung 



dready from their bows tiKMesamidswitt wkaeh 
tbey were to animate tbe eyeDiiig. The damour 
of the cook's assiaUnts, and the lond sc^iding 
tones of 4he cook himself^ wete also to be heard 
«*«4ouQds of dissonance at anj other time, bnt 
ivhioh^ sahdned with otfiets, and by certain 
hiqppy associations, form no disagraedble part 
of the fM dusns whidi alwi^s precedes a 
mral feast. 

Meanwhile, the gnests adfaneed, full eadi irf 
their own thonghts. Mordamit's we hare al« 
ready noticed. Baby was wrapt np in the 
mehncholy ^ief and snrprise excited by the 
positive conviction, that so asnch Tictuals had 
been cooked at once as were necessary to feed 
all the asouths wiueh were cbmoaiing asoand 
hev^^aat enormtty of esp&koe, whidi, diongfa 
abe was no way concerned in beorii^ it, a^ 
fected her nerras^jaa the beholdittg a maasaore 
would tench Ahose of the most indifferent apee* 
tator, liowet«r well asaured of his omn personal 
safety. She sickened, in short, at the sight of 
ao mndi extravagance, like Al^ssinian Brace, 
when he saw the lackless minslvels of G<m- 
dar hacked to pieces by the order of Ras Mi^ 
chael. As for her brother, diey being now ar<- 



Tfi^ed wlt^ne ihe iMe dXiA • anlis^eLliiilniiticiite of 
Zetliuid Itgrtctdtare lay idittered is IdM vamd 
cxxntvaii^tt of a Scotdsh bafn-yard, Mk tbaci^tb 
wei^ 9Jtaaot eogroMed ih the^eficiendesiof ilife 
^n^stilled ^plough^-^ioF tbe ^MiMcui^, tiatk ^irliicdi 
ih^y dig peatew.of tl|e itedgd^v od 11M6K ilK9if 
transport commodities— of allatld ^rtiielry Ulkt^, 
in bhxkii ill wi^tb ibe tiiiigea bf di^ ialdikdnlQif- 
&md kma that of tl^ liibih kind 6f Beoflfllttd. 
The«^ti6£ these nbperfb$titM;rbMeMi ifciited 
tiie blobd <^f: TriptoleihuB YelloWlef ^ €ts tifat df 
die^ bold wamot Tfiies Htrse^SHg 4be ahm and 
migiiiii iof . the esotty idth' wbbin beiis^d^biit 
to^^omtet^ w^, fUthAd tolitri h%k^^Aiif)rii4 
te Ibongbt tete <if tke bjaag^ Iritieb^ Mb 

dalisfied by |M<^ «. ditidei^ «i i^^^M io bki 
lo4 tbaa u{}iQta^ tiste Itek ^h\bh 1(6 bad liiid^- 
tsAsn^ of eitilmaif Uib ms^tiei^i il»d iMpto^^ 
the teltf\>aiim^ of Z^fldftid. 

*' Abis very digr shall ^rbve wb^er tt« Zee- 
Idtt^ee^ €r^ wof&yof btir labottrs^ <iir-xivii^tnr 
their minds, "ac^ki ikiOflLpdbte of cuiti^tibtt ab 
.theiR^{M^ai^OitMflg^. ¥e%ltttu6 h&HiWonAQm^ auA 

VOL, I. < S 
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Watch the soft time of speech. I feel, by ihy 
own experience, that it were best to let the 
body, in its present state, take the place of 
ihe mind* A mouthful of that same roast beef^, 
which smells so delicately, will form an apt in- 
troduction to my grand plan for improving the 
breed of stodc*' 

. By this time the visitors had reached the lov 
but ample front of Magnus Troil's residence^ 
which seemed of various dates, with large and 
iUrContrived additions, hastily adapted to the 
original building, as the increasing estate, or 
enlarged family, of successive proprietors, ap- 
peared to each to demand^ Beneath a low, 
•broad, and large poroh, supported by two huge 
carved posts, once the head-ornaments of ves^ 
eels which had found shipwreck upon the coasty 
43tood Magnus himself, intent on the hospitable 
toil of receiving and welcoming the numerous 
guests who successively approached. His strong 
portly figure was well adapted to the ^ss which 
he !wore-*-a blue coat of an antique cut, lined 
with scarlet, and laced and looped with gold 
4own th6 seams and button-hples, and along 
Ihe ample cufib. Strong and masculine features, 
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rendered ruddy and brown by frequent expp* 
sure to severe weather-— a quantity of most 
veneraUe silver hair, which fell in unshorn pro- 
fusion irom under his gold-laced hat, and was 
carelessly tied with a riband behind, expressed 
at once his advanced age, his hasty, yet well- 
conditioned temper, and his robust constitution. 
As* our travellers approached him, a shade of 
displeasure seemed to cross his brow, and to 
interrupt for an instant the honest and hearty, 
burst of hilarity with which he had been in the 
act of greeting all prior arrivals. When he ap- 
proached Triptolemus Yellowley, he drew him- 
self up, so as to mix, as it were, some share of 
the stately importance of the opulent Udallelr 
mth the welcome afforded by the frank and 
hospitable landlord. 

-' '* You are welcome, Mr Yellowley," was his 
address to the factor ; *' you are welcome to 
Westra— -the wind has blown you on a rough 
co2LBt, and we that are the natives must be kind 
to you as we can. This, I believe, is your sister 
-^ Mistress Barbara Yello wley, permit me the 
lionour of a neighbourly salute.'' — And so say- 
png, witl| a daring and self-devoted courtesy. 
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which would find no equal in onr degenerate 
days^ he ajctually yentured to Balule the withered 
cheek of the spinstress^ who relaxed bo much of 
her ittual peevishness of expression^ as to receive 
the courtesy with something which approached 
to a smile* He then looked fnU at Mordaant 
Mertonn, and, without offering his ha&d, said^ 
in a tone soaewhat broken by suppees^dagitir 
tion, ** Yon too a«e welcome. Master MapdsKbnL*^ 

*' Did i net tUbk bo,'' said Moid^uirt^ natft^ 
rally offended by t&e obldnees of las fiLOst!iE(ttan^ 
ner, '' I had not been here — and it is not yet 
too late 4o turn back.'' 

'^ Young man," replied Magnus, ^' yon kiiinr 
better than most, that from these doors no num 
jcan turn, widiout an ofiience to ^alam owiier. I 
pray you, disturb not my guests by. your HI* 
timed scruples. When Magntu^ IVoii saj^ Wei* 
cbme> afl are welcome who are irithm keaing 
of his voice, and it ii^ an iaciSenettt load me-^ 
Walk on, my worthy gu^ats^ aaid Jet us see what 
cheer my lasses ctn ihake ^ou within doom." 

So saying, and taking care tb ilxake his JUaa- 
ner so general to the whole pdriy* that Moisdawit 
should not be able to appropriate any {Isjticidft 
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pQi^pn oS the welcome %o buQBelf, nor yet to 
Q9dxij|l^Q of beipg excluded from all share in it^ 
^e U^aller u^ered the gnestfi into his hooae, 
Tfhere two large out^r roomsi, whidi, on the 
present occasicm^ s.^nred the purpose of a mor 
4^m. saloon> were alresM^y crowded with ^este 
9^,every d^cnption. 

The .furniture WM sufficiently simple, and 
bad a jiha^cter peculiar tQ the situation of 
th,€^e stqnny'islandsb Magnus Troil was, in-* 
deed^ like most of the higher class of Zetland 
proprietors, a friend to the distressed traveller, 
whether by sea or land, and had r^peatedl^ 
f^e^ted his ^rhole authority in protecting the 
property and persons of shipwrecked mariners i 
yet so frequent were wrecks upon that tremen- 
dous coast, and so many unappropriated articles 
were constantly flving ashore^ that the interior 
of the house bore sufficient witness to the 
ravages of the ocean^ and to th^ exercise of 
tho^e rights which the lawycir^ tevm Flotsome 
qp4 Jetspme. The chairs, which !^er^ arranged 
around the walls,, were such as are»^sed in' 
OEibips^ s^fid piany qf them w^re of foreign 
construction ; the mirrors and cabinets, which 
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were placed against the walls for omanHent or 
convenience, bad, it was plain from their form, 
been constructed for ship-board, and one or 
two of the latter were of strange and unknown 
wood. Even the partition which separated the 
two apartments, seemed constructed out of the 
bulk-heads of some large vessel, clumsilj adapted 
to the service which it at present pierformed,. by 
the labour of some native joiner. To a stranger, 
these evident marks and tokens of human misery 
might, at the first glance, form a contrast wilb 
the scene of mirth with which they were now 
associated ; but to the natives, the association 
was so familiar, that it did not for a moment 
interrupt the course of their glee. 
• To the yoiinger part of these revellers the 
presence of Mordaunt was like a fresh charm 
of enjoyment. All came around him to marvd 
at his absence, and all, by their repeated in^ 
quiries, plainly shewed that they conceived it 
had been entirely voluntary on his side. The 
youth felt that this general acceptation relieved 
his anxiety on one painful point. Whatever 
prejudice the ffimily of Burgh-Westra might 
have adopted reapeeting him, it must be of a 
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private nature ; and at least he had not the 
additional pain of finding that he was depre-> 
ciated in the eyes of society at large ; and his 
indication, when he found opportunity tamake 
t)ne^ would not require to be extended beyond 
tUe cirek of a single family* This was con* 
sofoigi though his heart still throbbed with 
anxiety mt the thought of meeting with his 
estranged, but still beloved friends. Laying 
the excuse of his absence on his father's state 
of health, he made his way through the various 
grbupes of friends and guests, each of whom 
seemed willing to detain him as long as pos* 
sible, and having got rid of his travelling coin** 
panions,. who at fijrst stuck fast as burs, by 
presenting them to one or two families of con* 
sequence, he reached at l^gth the door of a 
smaU apartment, which, opening from one of 
the large exterior rooms we have mentioned, 
Misiiia and Brenda had beeix permitted to fit 
leip aftar their own taste,: and to call their 
peculiar property. 

Mordaunt had contributed no smaH share of 
the invention and mechanical execution em- 
ployed in fitting up this favourite apartmienty 
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aod itt disposing its oniMneHls. - It ntfu^ imto t l ^ 
AHBBff his last residenoe ntlBintirh ^ Vrntni _ aa 
fisee to his entra&oe and oeoupatioa^ as le.ifa 
peoper rnktsefiaes* But now, so viodii. waca 
times altesed, thai h^ remained with Ua i^i^gat 
OIL the latoh, oncertain whether he sbooU^jiBS 
die fmedom to dtaw it, uatQ Kwoda's maoa 
psononac^ the words '^ Come in then/' in the 
tpne of one who is interrupted by an uBweboBaB 
dialasber, who is to be heard and dispaldied 
with.di Ihe speed possible. 
i iitt 'ihie iignal, Mertonn entered Ae fanciful 
oidipiet of I the aisterS) which, fajf the ad^tian 
of ms^y binaments, including some aitklea^ 
^ongideKiUe ^ralue, bad been fitted up fbr^tht 
fq>pr6ac(bing festival. The daughters of Magj> 
nua, at the moo^^t of Mordaunt's entraqce^ 
were seated in d^p oonsultation with the 
Granger- Olevehmd/ and with a little sUghi^ 
tnad^ bld^man, .whose eye retained aU the-viwi^ 
isity-of^apiril, which had supported ihim imdfu 
the thousand Ticissitudes of .a- ohaogefiil' and 
precarious life^aiid which, accomf)any4ng him 
in 'his old' age, rende^ad' bis gtey htiitB less 
Awfully 'r^erend perhaps, butrHot less belof e4 
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A9B would a adofe gnure aad less imagiimdire 
ezpfieBiiaq of ccmnteiianee mud chafaoter.. Thero 
Mui.6¥eii a pei^mttBg dusewdness muigied in 
tbe look of ooriotit^^ wtk wUcb^ as be aleppeid: 
fer an kstaBt a«de> b^ seemed to wateb the 
meeting of Mordltunt with the two lorely 

' The jrecieption the youth met wtb.resembled, 
in.igelieffal choraotw, t^ whidi/ be had ezpe* 
riedcedifrora Mttgotis himself; but^tbe maidem 
tk>\M. nottso well oovertheir sense of ^heehaa^ 
of ciietimatenpes imdev whioh they met« Both 
Uttfihed^ as rising, and without extending th^ 
haiid>/far less offering the cheel^^ as-the fashion 
of the times permitted, and. inmost exacted; 
they paid to^Movdaunt the salotation due to an 
ardinaiy acquaintance. But the blush of the 
elder <wi^ Q|ie of those transient evidences of 
flitting eoiotion^ that vanish ^as fe^t us the pass* 
iag'thought which excites them. in. an instant 
she stood before Mordaunt calm, and cold, r&i 
taming, with guarded and cautious courtesy, 
t|ie usual- civilities, whicb, with a faultering 
voiqe, Mordaunt endeavoured to present to 
her* The ejnotion of Breuda bqre, externally 
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mt least, a deeper and more a^tating <diarac^ 
ter. Her blosh extended over every part of lie^ 
beautiful skin which her dress pemutted to be 
visible^ including her slender neck, and the 
upper region of a finely formed bosom* If ei* 
ther did she even attempt to reply to wlu^ 
share of his confused compliment Mordamii 
addmoed to her in particular, but regarded him 
with eyes, in which displeasure was "^videfttty 
mingled with feelings of regret, and reoolleo* 
tions of former times. Mordannt felt, as ft 
were, assured upon the instant, that the re- 
gard of Mi^na was extinguished, but that it 
might be yet possible to recover thai of the 
milder Brenda; and such is the waywaidness 
of human fancy, that though he had never 
hitherto made any 'distinct differ^ice betwixt 
these two beautiful and interesting girk, Hhb 
&vour of her, which seemed most absolutely 
withdrawn, became at the moment the )D0XHiL 
interesting in his eyes. 

He was disturbed in these hasty reflections 
by Cleveland, who advanced, with militarjr 
frankness, to pay his compliments. to his pre- 
server, having only delayed long enough to 
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permit the exchangle of die ordinary salotatioii 
betwixt the visitor and the ladies of the family* 
He made his approach with so good a grace, 
Ihat it was impossible for Mordaunt^ although 
]>e dated the loss of favour at Burgh-Westra 
fifom iJus' stranger's appearance on the coasts 
anddomesticatioil in the family^ to do less than 
^return his advances as courtesy demanded, 
Qceept his thanks with an appearance of satis* 
faction^ and hope that his time had passed 
(pleasantly since their last meeting. 
~ .Cleveland was about to answer, when he was 
anticipated by the little old man, formerly no^ 
ticed> who now, thrusting himself forward, and 
seizing Mordaunt's hand, kissed him on th^ 
forehead; and then at the same time echoed 
and answered his question — " How passed 
time at Burgh-Westra ? Was it you that asked 
it, my prince of the cliff and of the scaur T 
How should it pass, but with all the wings that 
beauty and joy can add to help its flight !" 

*' And wit and song, too, my good old friend,** 
said Mordaunt, half-serious, half-jesting^ as he 
shook the old man cordially by the hatid.^^-^ 
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, ' " Jeer joae u(4, SI ordsmnt^ my good fed/ 
jsepUed the old mau ; ^' ^en ^Qior fopt ie ae 
fllow OS imoe^ your wit ffp^e^i^ lu^y^^ $pQg 
doioftuBer^i — ** 

^ How cao you bdle yojiutei^^ iqty gpod 
liiaatex?-' wa^wered Mordamit^.wbo wan m^^mf 
wiUing to aif^ himiscilf gf bi» old fijeftd's p$h 
cuUarities to introduce soipethiug Uke ooiiy^r 
aation, break the awkwaidocifts of tbie.siQgidmr 
meeting, and gain time for obserFation^ ere re- 
quiring an explanation of ^e change of ceo? 
dnot which the.family seajHied to h«tYo adopted 
towards him. ** Say n^t 90/' he continued* 
^ Time, my old friend^ lays hia h^d lightly, ou 
the bi^. Have I not heard you say, the poet 
pazfakea the iaanc»4ality of the song? and 
surely the. great £ugli9h poet, you uM to tell 
US o^ wae eider.tbw yourself when he pi^ed 
the bowr-Qat amongfill the wHa of lio^idon/' 

, ThisaAu^^ to a story which was, as the 
French term it% Halcro's, (^heval de batfailk, and 
Miy. allttsiQU to which was certain at once to 
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{^ce him in the saddle^ tuid to pudi hid hobby-- 
horse into full career. 

. His laiighihg eye kindled with a Isort of en- 
lihusiaam^ whtob the ordinary folks of thin worM 
inight hate caUiad oiaased^ while he dashed into 
ihe snh^ect wfhich he best loted to talk iqpOB. 
.^f AlaBy alas 1 my dear Mordaunt Mertovn^ — 
eilTier is silFei^ said \(^BtKe& not dial by use— and 
|iewter is pewter, and grows the loiig^. the 
4nlier. Itis noi for poor Claud Hfetkro to naafe 
liimsdf in the slmle twelretoonth witii the io^ 
mortal J6hn Dryti.en. True it is^ as I may have 
lold yon before, ihkt I hav^ seea that great man, 
Aay I haye been in the Wits' Coffee-house, as i^ 
was &exi called, and had once a pitich out of his 
oy0n very smdBT-boi^. I must have told you all 
how it hapjiened, but here is Captain Cleveland 
who silver heard it.--I lodged, you must knoi^ 
in Kussel^reet I question not but you knoy 
BuBsel^triet, Ooveiit-Qarden, Captain Clever 
knd?*' 

"* I should know its latitude pretty well, Mf 
Haicro," said the Captain;, smiling ; '* but I be- 
lieve you mentidned the circumstance yesterdaj^ 
and besides we have th6 day'* duty in hand— you 
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must play uft this song which we are to 
study/' 

'* It will not serve the tarn now/' said Halcro, 
"^ we must think of something that will take hi 
^ur dear Mordaunt, the first voice in the island; 
whether for a part or solo. I will never be ht 
win touch a string to you, unless Mordaunt Mer- 
toun is to help us out.— What say you^ my fidr^ 
est Nightl n h at think you, my sweet Dafi^m of 
Day?'' he added, addressing the young women^ 
«pon whom^ as we hare said elsewhere, he had 
long before bestowed these allegorical names. 

^' Mr Mordaunt Mertoun/' said Minna, ** has 
come too late tobeof our band on this occasioii 
— ^it is our misfortune, but it cannot be helped.'' 

" How ? what?" said Halcro, hastily—*' too 
late — and you have practised together all your 
liyes — take my word, my bonny lasses, that 6M 
tunes are sweetest, and old friends surest. ' Mir 
Cleveland has a fine bass, that must beallowed*; 
but I would have you trust for the first efiect to 
one of the twenty fine airs you can sing where 
Mordaunf s tenor joins so well wiiSi your own 
witchery — here is my lovely Day approves of 
the change in her heart/' 
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'^ You were never in your life more mistaken, 
father Halcro/' said Brenda^ faer cheeks again 
r^dening, more with displeasure, it seemed, 
than with shame. 

*^ Nay, but bow is this ?" said the old man, 
pausing, ^nd looking at them alternately. 
*' What have we got here ? — a cloudy night si»A 
a r^ morning? — ^that betokens rough weathtf^ 
— ^What means all this, young women ? — wher^ 
lied the offence ? — ^Ii^ me, I fear ; for the blame 
is always laid upon the oldest when young folka 
lik0 you go by the ears/' 

" The blame is not with you, father Hal- 
cro,'' said Minna, rising, and taking her sister 
1^ the arm, ** if indeed there be blame any 
where/' 

^^ I should fear then, Minna/' said Mordaunt, 
endeavouring to soften his tone into one of in<* 
different pleasantry, ** that the new comer has 
brought the offence along with him/' 

'^ When no offence is taken," rej^ied Mi^na, 
with her usual gravity, ^' it matters not by whom, 
such may have been offered/' 

'' Is it possible, Minna ! " exclaimed Mor- 
daunt^ '^ and is it you who speak thus to me ?— 



288 -^RB fihatb: 

And jim too, Briente, cafi yon too judge' so 
hardly of me, yt^t nMthMt permittiiig iax& JM 
jtioment tX honest knd frank efXfiobaAon'i*' 

'' Those who should know beirt," iaisfmffOd 
Brenda, m a low 'but dettsHfe tlni4 of ^<Ace, 
^ hkm told OS ihetir pletMi^, add it wmM 
idond.— Bidti^r, I ibtnk we fttt?e«taid Uo Wo^ 
"h^, and wffl be waited ebewh^e^Ab Ife^ 
totiii wifi ^tmi^ m on so haiif & day^.^' 

The ai^tigtd Indeed tharanbstog^liie^. Ikiat^ 
ill vain end^avoared to stop di€», inidLb^^ ^«he 
same time, a theatrical geitoi^, &A ^ctfrtiWtitjg, 

'' Now, D&y and Night, but this is wondrous strange !'* 

» . - • . • ■' 

Thjen tunxed to Mordaunt Mertooiij and added^ 
— *^ The girls are possessed with the vpkit of 
mutability, shewing, as our master Spenser well 
saith^ that 

fiA»o»g all iivsdgcte^tii^^^suie IDT late, . ... 
Change «tiU doth reign^ and keep tfaegreiOer wzyJ 

Cafvl^in CleyeliqKU" he contnitiedv '^ l^dW ^ou 
aiay Hnxig tbat has ha^ened to p«t ^taie two 
juvenile graces oiit "of titee ? '/ ,..».; .^-: 

. ''H6wiinb]3ehi&.redkkliiii^raiHweifed<i!l<^^^^ 
ktxd» '^ that 53|iiends tisbe in iakj^iting Why4lfe 
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wind sliifts ft p^ink, or why a woman elialnges 
licr misd. Were I Mr Mordaunty I ^onrid not 
ask the proud wenches another qxie^on on- 
emc^ a snbjeet.'' 

f ' It IB a fiitodfy advice, CopCalB Gtevehnd/' 
reflied Mocdauat^ " and I wiH not hold it thef 
leser so that it he» been giren uidsked. Alhnr 
me to^mqbire if yon are yoamelf as indiflferent 
to the opinionf of your female friends' as it seems 
you would have me to be ?'* 

'^ Who, I ?" said the Captain, with an air of 
frank indifference. ^ I never thfonghft twic^s upon 
suek dj sirbject. I never saw a wom«nQi worth 
ibinking twice about after the anchor was a-peak 
•— oQi» shore it is another thing ; and I will laugh^ 
•lag,, daiitoe, and love, if tbey like it, with twenty 
girl»^ were tiiey but half so pretty as th'c^e who 
have* left ner,. and make liheni heartily welcome 
to change their course in the sound of a boat- 
swain's wfaiatle% It will be oddis but I weait as 
&st as* they can.'' 

A patient is seldom pleased with thsd: sott of 
eonsdfaulBiMi which is founded on/ holding light 
the malady of which be cbcnplainB' ;. and Mor* 

VOL. I. T 
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daunt felt disposed to be ofieoded with Cvptaim 
Cleveland, both for taking notice of his embar- 
rassmenty and intruding upon him his own 
opinion; and he replied, therefore/ somewhat 
sharply, ''^that Captain Cleveland's sentimeiits 
were only suited to such as had the art to be^ 
oooie universal favourites wherever chance Imp-^ 
pened to throw them, and who ccmld notlose 
in one place more than their merit was sure to 
gain for them in another." 

This was spoken ironically ; but there was, 
to confess the truth, a superior knowled^ of 
the world^and a consciousness of external mmt 
at least about the man, which rendered his in- 
terference doubly disagreeable. As Sir Lucius 
OTri^er says, there was an air of success 
about Captain Cleveland which was mighty 
provoking. Young, handsome, and well a»^ 
sured, his air of nautical bluntness sate natu- 
rally and easily upon him, and was perhaps 
particularly well fitted to the simple manners 
of the remote country in which he found him- 
self; and where, even in the best families, a 
greater degree of refinement might have ren- 
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dered his conversation rather less acceptable. 
He was contented^ in the present instance^ to 
smile good-huniioui^edly at the obvious discontent 
of Mordaunt Mertoun, and replied, ** You are 
angry with me, my good friend, but you cannot 
make me angry with you. The fair hands of 
all the pretty women I ever saw in my life 
would never have fished me up out of the roost 
of Sumburgh. So pray do not quarrel with 
me ; for here is Mr Halcro witness that I- 
have strudj^ both jack and topsail^ and should 
you fire a broadside into me, cannot return a 
single shot." 

" Ay, ay," said Halcro, " you must be friends 
with Captain Cleveland, Mordaunt. Never quar- 
rel with your friend, because a woman is whim- 
sical. Why, man, if they kept one humour, how 
thiedevil could we make so many songs ofl them 
as we do ? Even old Dryden himself, glorious 
old John, could have said little about a girl that 
was always of one mind — ^as well write versea 
upon a mill-pond. It is your tides and your 
roosts, and your currents and eddies, that come 
and go, and ebb and flow, (by Heaven ! I run 
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into fbyv^ when I 90 much %» tbiiik apoii 
tbem,) tbl^ 9mile ope day, rage the uext, flatter 
and devour, d^Ug^t ai»d niia us, aod ao fortb*** 
it is these that ^ve ibe real soul of poetrj. 
JHd you. iveyer bear my adieu ta tb^ Xaa» of 
|(or<^B)t»vQlV^tbi^ was poqr Bet SUiubiatar* 
vikpm I call Mary for tbe sound'a aal^e^ its I 
oall my&ielf G(aQw ^Aer ]»y gre^^ wce«toic 
Baupu QQldemwdj or Haca with tb^ goldea 
il^OMtbj who eami^ U> the island with Har^dd 
Hfir^ef, aud was bis Qbi? f Scald ?-rWeU, h^t^ 
^hf^irf) ipaa l-^O ayw-pftor Bet &ti»i>istera she, 
and partly some debt, was the cause of my 
l^yiijig tbe^ isles of Hial^land;, (better so caBed 
than Shetland, of Zftlaud eiFeuO an4 taking 
U^ the brpad worlds I baire bad a« tramp of 
i( ^ncie tb^t tiiue--Tl bs^'pe battl^ my way 
thcQu^ the ipforlda Captain, aa ^ v^a of mold 
QWy, ^t baa a light h^*d, a Ugbl pux^e, and ^ 
ai heart aa light aa th^m hoth--f<ftaght mj vaj» 
a^ad paid vky iii^y-^th^t; is, eitbei; with mouey 
qr witTTT-ha3re» $eeu Ung« chaug^ apd deposed* 
a§ you yB:ciuld turu a^ t^uaat aut of a oc^bold^ 
Hi^/Bjw all th^ wita of tb€^ age> aud especially the 
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glorious John Drydeh-^whatmati in the islande 
can say as maoh, birring lying^ had a pinch 
out of his own Bnuff*box->I wili tell you how I 
came by such promotion.'* 

** But the songy Mr Halcro/' said Captain 

Cleyeland* 

'^ The song ?" answered HalcTOi seizing the 
Captain by the bQtton«-*for he was too much 
accustomed to have his audienoe escape from 
him during recitation^ not to put in practice all 
the usual means of prevention-*— '' The song ? 
Why I gave a copy of it, with fifteen others, to 
the immortal John. You shall hear it-*- you 
shall hear them all> if you will but stand stil! a 
moment ; and you too, my dear boy, Mordauht 
Mertoun, I haye scarce heard a word from your 
mouth these six months^ and now you are run<» 
ning away from mei'' So saying, he seeurM 
him with his other hand. 

" Nay, now he has got us both in tow,'' said 
the seaman ; ** there is nothing for it but hear- 
ing him out, though he spins as tough a yam 
as ever an old man^of-war's*man twisted on the 
watch at midnight." 

" Nay, now be silent, be silent, and let- one 
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of US speak at pnce," said the poet imperar 
tiyely ; while Cleveland and Mordaunt, looking 
at each other with a ludicrous expression of 
resignation to their fd.tey waited in submission 
for the well-known and inevitable tale. ^ I 
will tell you all about it/' continued Hakso. 
** I was knocked about the world like other 
young fellows, doing this, that, and t'other- for 
a livelihood; for, thank Qod, I could turn my 
hand to any thing — but loving still the Moses 
as much as if the ungrateful jades had found 
me, like so maiiy blockheads, in my ovm coach 
and six. However, I held out till my cousin, 
old Lawrence Linklutter, died, and left me the 
bit of an island yonder ; although, by the way, 
Cultmalindie was as near to him. as I was; 
but. Lawrence loved wit, though he had little 
of his own. Well, he left me the wee bit 
island — it is as barren as Pamsissus. itself. 
What then — I have a penny to spend, a penny 
to keep my purse, a penny to give ,to the poor 
— ay, and a bed and a bottle for a frigid, as 
you shall know, boys, if you. will go back with 
me when this merriment is over.— -But where 
was I in my story ?" 
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** Near port, I hope," answered Cleveland ; 
but Halcro was too determined a narrator to be 
interrupted by the broadest hint. 

'* O ay/' he resumed, with the self-satisiied 
air of one who has recovered the thread of a 
story, *' I was in my old lodgings in Russel- 
fitreet> with old Timothy Thimblethwaite^ the 
•Master Fashioner, then the best known man 
about town. He made for all the wits^ and for 
the dull boobies of fortune besides, and made 
the one pay for the other. He never denied a 
wit credit save in jest, or for the sake of getting 
a repartee ; and he was in correspondence with 
all thot was worth knowing about town. He 
bad letters from Crowne, and Tate, and Prior, 
aiid Tom Brown, and all the famous fellows of 
the time, with such pellets of wit, that there 
was no reading them without laughing ready 
to die, and all ending with craving a further 
term for payment.'' 

• ** I should have thought the tailor would have 
found that jest rather serious," said Mordaunt« 

•* Not a bit — not a bit — Tim Thimblethwaite 
(he was a Cumberland-man by birth,") replied 
his eulogist^ ^' had the soul of a prince — ay. 
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»id died with the fortune ef one ;, for woe betide 
the cQstftid-gorged. aMennan that came vnd^ 
Tim*8 goose, after he had got one of ^bese let- 
iers— agad, be was sore to pay the kaia. Why, 

I vas thoB^t to be the origioal of 
Tom Sibber, in glortoas John's coBoedjr 
cf the Wild GaUant ; and I know that be has 
iti«ated, ay, and lent John mpaqr to boot out of 
his own pocket, at a time when all bis fine 
court friends Uew cold enoij^b. He tnialed me 
too, and { have been two moadis on the score 
at a time for my upper room. To b^ swe, I 
was obliging in fats way — not that I exactly 
eould shape or sew, nor would tiiat ba^e been 
decorous for a gentleman of good de^c^i^; 
hut I — eh, eh — I drew bills — aommed iij^ 
ihe books" — 

'^ Carried home the clothes of the wits aiid 
aldermen, and got lodging for your labour;? 
interrupted Cleveland. 

• " No, no — damait, no,*' reptied Halero ; "no 
such thing—- you put me out in my stoiy •- whm 

^' Nay, the devil help you to tiie latitude,*' 
said the Captain, extricating his button from 
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the gripe of the unmerciful bard's finger and 
"thumb, '^ for I have no time to make an obBer- 
vntiaa" So Baying^ he bolted from the room. 

*' A ailly ill4ired conceited fool," mid Hal- 
oiD, looking after him ; '' with as little man- 
jieis as wit in Us empty coxcomb. I wonder 
•wliafc Magnus and these silly weodies <;an see 
in him — he tells such daomable long-winded 
stories; ioo^ about his adrentures and sea^ghts 
— enrery second wovd a lie, I doubt not. M^or^ 
daunt, my dear boy, take example by that man 
— that is, take warning by him-— never tell long 
stories about yourself. You are sometimes 
given to talk too much about your own exploits 
on craigs and skerries, and the like, which only 
breaks conversation, and prevents other folks 
from being heard. Now I see yon are impatient 
to hear out what I was saying — Stop, where 
about was I ?" 

'f I fear we must put it off, Mr Halcro, until 
after dinner/' said Mordaunt, who also meditated 
fats escape, though desirous of effecting it with 
more delicacy towards his old acquaintance than 
Captain Cleyeland had thought it necessary to 
use. 
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Nay, my dear boy/' said Halcro, seeing him- 
self about to be utterly deserted ; *^ do not you 
leave me too — never take so bad an example 
^ to set light by old acquaintance^ Mordaunt. 
I have wandered many a weary step in my 
day ; but they were always lightened when I 
could get hold of the arm of an old friend like 
yourself/' 

So saying, he quitted the youth's coat> and, 
(hiding his hand gendy under his arm, grappled 
him more effecturily, to which Mordaunt sub- 
mitted, a little moved by the poet's observation 
upon the unkindness of old acquaintance^ 
under which he himself vras an immediate suf- 
ferer* But when Halcro renewed his formidable 
question; *' Whereabouts veas I ?" Mordaunt, 
prefemBghis poetry to his prose, reminded him 
of the song which he said he had written upon 
his first leaving Zetland, — a song to whidi, 
indeed, the inquirer was no stranger, but wl^ch, 
as^it must be new to the reader, we shall here 
insert as a favourable specimen of the poetical 
powers of this tuneful descendant of Haco the 
Golden-moused ; for, in the opinion of many 
tolerable judges, he held a respectable rank 
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among the inditets of m^drig^ls of the p^riod^ 
and was as well qualified, to give immortality 
to his Nancies of the hills or dales, as many 9. 
gentle sonnetteer of wit and pleasure about 
town. He was something of a musician also, 
and on the present occasion seized upon a sort 

4 

of lute, and, quitting his victim, prepared the 
instrument for kn accompaniment, speaking all 
the while that he. might lose no time. 

'' I learned the lute/' he said,^' from the same 
man who taught honest Shadwell— plump Tom, 
as they used to call him — somewhat roughly 
treated by the glorious John, you remember — 
Mordaunt, you remember — ^ 

^ Methinks I see the new Arion sail, 

The lute still tFerabHog underneath thy nail ; 

At thy well sharpened thumb, from shoce to shore, 

The trebles squeak for fear, the basses roar.' 

Come, I am indifferently in tune now — what was 
it to be ? — ay, I remember — nay. The Lass of 
Northmaven is the ditty — poor Bet Stimbister! 
I have called her Mary in the verses. Betsy does 
well for an English song; but Mary is more 
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natural here/' So saying, after a short prslnde, 
he Slings with a toleraUe voice and some taste, 
the following verses : . 



^* Farewell to NoitbmaYen, 
Grey Hilbwicke, fiuewell ! 

To the calms of tby haven, 
The storms od thy Ml — 

To each faceese that cms iraiy 

The mood-of tiqr siMun* 
And to thee, homiy liary ! 
We meet not again. 

^' Farewell the wild ferry, 

Which Hacon could brave, 
Wheo the peaks of the Skerry 

Were while in the wave. 
There^s « maid may look over 

These wild waves in vain. 
For the skiff of ber lover — 

He comes not again. 

*^ The vows thou hast broke. 
On the wild currents fling them ; 

On the quicksand and rock 
Let the mermaiden sing them. 
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N«w*»w^tii«s« theji'll Hive ker 

Bewildering ^trs^Q ; 
But there's one who will never 

Believe them ag^n. 

^ O were there nn Jshmcfy 

Though «ver so wHd, 
Whqre woman could smile, and 

No man be beguiled — 

To poor mortaU werftgireiv 
And the hope would fix there. 
That should anchor on heaven.*^ 

'^ I 869 you are ooftjeKuod^, my yowg^&ieiid/* 
sM^id Halcm^ wben he had fimshed his «€>ag; 
'^ ao are mpat who. hf^ that saiofi ditty. Worda 
and v(k\mQ both awe owa; and, w^iicmt gay lAg 
n^iaeh of the wit of it, there i^ assort of^-^eb— «h. 
-<^simi4iqty and truth about it^ which gela i4» 
way to most folk'9 heart, i^ven your father 
cannot resist it — and he has a heart as impene- 
trable to poetry and song as Apollo himself 
could draw an arrow i^inst. But then he has 
had some ill luck in his time with the woman 
folks, as is plain from his owing them such a 
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grudge— Ay, ay, there Ae charm lie& — ^none of 
us but has felt the same sore in our day. But 
come, my dear boy, they are mustering in the 
hall, men and women both-— plagues as they 
are, we should get on ill without then» — ^but be- 
fore we go, only maik the last turii — 

' And the hope woald fix there;' — 

that is, in the supposed island — a place which 
neither was nor will 



' T^at should anchor on heaven.' 

Now you see, my good young man, there are 
here none of your heathenish rahts, which Ro- 
chester, Etheridge, and these wild fdlbws, used' 
to. string together. A parson might sing the* 
song, and his clerk bear the burthen— 4>ut tbere^ 
is the confounded bell — ^we must go now — ^but' 
never mind— we'll get into a quiet comer at' 
night, and FU tell you all about it.'^ 



\ I 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Full in the midst the polish'd table shines, 
And the bright goblets, rich .with generous wines ; 
Now each partakes the feast, the wine prepares. 
Portions the food, and each the portion shares; 
Nor till the rage of thirst and hunger ceased. 
To the high host approached the sagacious guest. 

Odysiey, 

The hospitable profusion of Magnus Troil's 
boardy thenumber of guests who feasted in the 
hall, the much greater number of retainers, at- 
tendantSy humble friends, and domestics of every 
possible description^ who revelled without, with 
the multitude of the still poorer, and less ho- 
noured assistants, who came from every ham- 
let or township within twenty miles round, to 
share the bounty of the munificent Udaller, 
were such as altogether astonished Triptolemus 
Yellowley^ and made him internally doubt whe- 
ther it would be prudent in him at this time^ 
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and amid the full glow of his hospitality, to 
propose to the host who presided over such a 
splendid banquet, a radical change in the whole 
customs and usages of his country. 

True, the sagacious Triptolemus felt con- 
scious that he pos^ssed in his own person wis- 
dom far superior to that of all the assembled 
feasters, to say nothing of the landlord, against 
whose prudence the very extent of his hospita- 
lity formed, in Tellowley^s opinion^ su£Slcient 
evidence* B«t yet the Ampbytnon with whom 
one dines holds, for the time at least, an influ- 
ence over the minds of his most distinguished 
guests ; and if the Araier be in good stjde, and 
the wines of the right quality, it is hunbltog to 
see that n^llier art nor wisdoms seavce external 
rank its^, earn assmse their natasal and wonted 
superievity wet the distrrbutor of t^se good 
thmgs, until cofiee has been brought in. Trip^ 
totomus felt the ftdt weight of this temporary 
Miperiorityy yet he was desiroug to do sooms 
Amg that mighk yindieate ther vajuntsi he had 
made to hi s sistev and his fellow^tia¥«Uter^ and- he 
stole a look at tbemt from time- to time, to wMtk 
wiietbev he was not siuking in their' esteem from 
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postponing hia promised lectiore upon the enor- 
mities of Zetland. 

But Mrs Barbara ivat busily engaged in 
noting and registering the waste incurred in 
such an entertainment as she had probably 
never before looked upon« and in admiring the 
host's indifference to, and the guests* absolute 
negligence of those rules of civility in which 
her youth had been brought up. The feasters 
desired to be helped from a dish which was 
unbroken, and might have figured at supper, 
with as much freedom as if it had undergone 
the ravages of half-a<rdocen guests, and no one 
seemed to care<*-th^ landlord himself least of 
all— whether those dishes only were consumed, 
which, from their nature, ai% ii^capable of re- 
appearance, or whether the assault was extended 
to the substantial rounds of beef, parties, and 
so forth, ftrhidi, by the rules of good house- 
wifery, were destined to stand two attacks, 
and which therefore, accordii^ to Mrs Barbara*s 
ideas of politen^ess, ovigbt x^ to have been 
annihilated by the gues^ upon the first onset, 
but spared, like Outi^ ii^ th^ cave of Poly- 
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phemus, to be devoured the last. Lost in the 
meditations to which these breaches of con-, 
rivial discipline gave rise, and in the contem- 
plation of an ideal larder of cold meat which 
she could have saved out of the wreck of roast; 
boiled^ and baked; sufficient to have supplied 
her cupboard for at least a twelvemonth, Mrs 
Barbara cared very little whether or not her 
brother supported in its extent the character 
which he had calculated upon assuming. > 

' Mordaunt Mertoun also was conversant with 
far other thoughts than those which regarded 
the proposed reformer of Zetland enormities. 
His seat was betwixt two blithe maidens of 
Thule, who, not taking scorn that he had upon 
other occasions given preference to the daugh- 
ters of the Udaller, were glad 6f the chance 
which assigned to them the attentions of so 
distinguished a gallant, who, as being their 
squire at the feast, might in all probability 
become their partner in the subsequent dance. 
But, whilst rendering to his fair neighbours all 
the usual attentions which society required, 
Mordaunt kept up a covert, but accurate amd 
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close observation^ upon his estranged friends, 
Minna and Brenda. The Udaller himself had 
a share of his attention ; bnt in him he could 
remark nothings except the usual tone of 
hearty and some^^hat boisterous hospitality- 
Kith which he was accustomed to animate 
the banquet upon all such occasions of gene- 
ral festivity. But in the differing mien of the 
two maidens there was much more room for 
painful remark* 

'- Captain Cleveland sate betwixt the sisters; 
was sedulous in his attentions to both^ and 
Mordaunt was so placed^ that he could ob- 
serve all, and hear a great deal, of what passed 
between ..them. But Cleveland's peculiar re- 
gard seemed devoted to the elder sister. Of 
this the younger was perhaps conscious, for 
more than oncQ her eye glanced towards Mor- 
daunt, and, as he thought, with something in 
it which.' resembled regret for the interruption 
of their intercourse, and a sad remembrance of 
former and more friendly times ; while Minna 
was exclusively engrossed by the attentions of 
her neighbour ; and that it should be so, filled 
Mordaunt with surprise and resentment. 
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Mimaf^ the ienoiis, tbe pmdki^ the resenre4f 
trhbse countenance and maimers indicated wt 
Moch eleTatioa of character — ^Minna» the lover 
of solilttde, and of tiioee paths ^f knowledge in 
which meti wdk beet} witfcoot oempaay-oihA 
tmrniy of light mirths the firiend of mneing 
ndeacholy, and the fieqnenter of fiMUitauH 
heada and pathleaB gleM-Hsbe whose ^hamctev 
eeemed, in ahort^ tbey^ reverae of thai which 
might be captivated by the bold^ eontae^ and 
daring ^lUantiy oCsaeh a man as Ihia Captain 
Cleveland, gav^ «evertbele«6, her tf^ and ear 
U^ hikn» aa he sale beside her at table, witii an 
interest and a gni^aaness of atteation, which, 
to Mordaont, who well knew how to Jndge of 
her feelings by her manner, intimated a degaee 
of the highest &voitr. He observed thi% asd 
bis heart roae against the 'fev9Qri4e by whom 
he had been thna superseded, as well aa ngtiinnt 
Minna's indisareet departare firom hea awn 
charaetei'. 

^^ What IS these about the man,'' he wiM 
witibin himself^ '' more than the bold and 
dariog assumption of impovtanee whidi is de- 
rived from Bucoesa in petty enterpiizes, and 
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the eioercise of petty deapotian over let aiup^s 
iscew ? — bis verf haigiiage is mofe profiesskKial 
i^n m QMd by the superioir 6fficefB of tht 
British vary ; and tlie ydi which has excited ao 
meitiy amileB^ aeema to me mich to Mkma woaM 
not form«^ly hate endured for aa instant* Greii 
Breoda seems less taken with his gallantry than 
MieiBa, whom it should have suited so Kttle/' 

Mordaimt wits doably mistakeB kt these his 
angry iqf»ecuIatioi»* In the first plaoey with an 
eye wlneh vmn, in «on»e respects^ that of a rivals 
he critiotsed far too severely the manners and 
behaviour of Captain Cleveland. They were 
unpolishedy certainly ; which was of the leds 
oonseqoenoe in a >coantry inhabited by so plain 
and simple, a race as the ancient Zelitanders^ 
On the other hand, there was an open, natiil 
frankness in Cleveland's manners ^-^nmch na*^ 
tvral shrewdness -^ some appropriate hnmour -*^ 
an undonbttng confld<mo^ in himself-^ and th»t 
entetprizing hardibo<^d of disposition, whicby 
without any other reoommendable qnality, vtiry 
often leads to success with the fair seit. Bat 
Motdannt was fsurther mistaken, in supposing 
that Cleveland was likely to be disagreeable to 
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Minna Troil^ on account of the oppositian rf 
their characters in so many material pjrticolnTs/ 
Had his knowledge of the wofid been a litde 
more extensive, he mig^ have observed, that 
as' unions are often formed betwixt couples dif- 
fering in complexion and stature, 'they ttke 
place still more fiequentiy betwixt persons 
totally differing in feelings, in taste; in pursuits; 
and in understanding ; and it would not be say- 
ing, perhaps, too much, to aver, that two-thirds 
of the marriages around us have been contracted 
betwixt persons, who, judging a priori, yire should 
have diought had* scarce any charms for each 
other. 

A moral and primary cause might be easily 
assigned for these anomalies, in the wise dispen- 
sations of Providence, that the general balance 
of wit, wisdom, and amiable qualities of all 
kinds, should be kept up through society at 
large; For, what a world were it, if the wise were 
to intermarry only with the wise, the learned 
with the learned, the amiable with the amiable,- 
nay, even the handsome with the handsome? 
and, is it not evident, that the'degmded castes 
gf the foolish, the ignorant, the brutal, and the 
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deformed, (comprehending, by the way, far the 
greater portion of mankind,) must, when con- 
demned to exclusive intercourse with each other, 
l)0come gradually as much brutalized in person 
and disposition as so many ouran-outangs ? 
When, therefore, we see the '^ gentle joined to 
the rude," we may lament the fate of the suffer- 
ing individual, but we must not the less admire 
the mysterious disposition of that wise Provi- 
dence which thus balances the moral good and evil 
of life ;-»¥rhich secures for a family, unhappy in 
the dispositions of one parent/a share of better 
and sweeter blood, transmitted from the other, 
and preserves to the offspring the affectionate 
care and protection of at least one of those from 
whom it is naturally due. Without the frequent 
occurrence of such alliances and unions — mis- 
sorted as they seem at first sight — the world 
could .not be that for which Eternal Wisdom has 
designed it — a place of mixed good and evil — 
a place of trial at once, and of suffering, where 
even the worst ills are chequered with some- 
thing that renders them tolerable to humble and 
patient minds, and where the best blessings carry 
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ivith them a neccysajry alloy of tnkitbaimg de* 
ppcciaoon* 

When, indeed^ we look a litde ckMier <hi the 
catites of those iitiexpectedanil31*6iiitadatlacii^ 
meats, we haire ooeMion to acknowledge, Aat 
tiie means by whidi they are produced do not 
infer liiat complete depaiture from, or incoi^ 
sistettcy with, the character of Ae paitie8,whaeli 
we might expect when tiie result alone is con- 
templated. The wise parposeswhid^PiOTidence 
appears to hare had in view, by permitting sndi 
mtarmixtnre of disposttiotts, tempers, and under* 
standings, in the married state, are not accom- 
pUshed by any mysterious impulse by ubidi, 
in contradiction to the ordinary hMm of nature, 
men or women are urged to an union with those 
whom the worid see to be unsuitable to thon» 
The freedom of wiH is permitted to us in tiie 
occunrences of ordinary Kfe, as in our moral 
conduct ; and in the former, as well as the latter 
ease, is often the means of misguiding those who 
possess it* Thus it usudBy happens, mote espe* 
eially to the enthusiastic and imaginatire, that, 
having formed a picture of admiration in their 
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own miod, they too often deceive tbemselves by 
some faint resemblance in some existing being, 
whom their fiincy as speedily as gratuitously in- 
. vests with all the attributes necessary to com- 
f4ete the beau ideal of mental perfection. No 
one, perhaps, eten in the happiest marriage, with 
an object really bdoved, ever found all the qua- 
lities he expected to possess ; but in far too many 
cases, he finds he has practised a much higher 
degree of mental deception, and has erected his 
airy casde of felicity upon some rainbow, which 
ovred its very existence only to the peculiar 
state of the atmosphere. 

Thus Mordaunt, if better acquainted with 
life, and with the course of human things, 
would have been little surprised that such a 
man as Cleveland, handsome, bold, and ani- 
mated, — a man who had obviously lived in 
danger, and who spoke of it as sport, should 
have been invested, by a girl of Minna's fan^ 
cifttl character, with an extensive share of those 
qualities, which, in her active imagination, were 
held to fill up the accomplishments of a heroic 
character. The pla^n bluntness of his manner, 
if remote from courtesy, appeared, at least, as 
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widely diflferent from deceit ; and, unfaahioned 
as he seemed by .forms, he had enough botb of 
natural sense, and natural good-breedipg, tp 
support the delusion he had created, at, leaot 
so far as externals were concerned. It is scar$^ 
necessary to add, that these observations. apply 
eiclusively to what are called loTe-matches; 
for when either party fix their attachment upon, 
the substantial comforts of a rental, or a 
jpinture, they cannot be disappointed in th^ 
apquisition, although they may be cruelly sq in 
their over-estimation of the happiness it was 
to afford, or in having too slightly anticipated 
the disadvantages with which it was to be 
attended. 

Having a certain partiality for the dark 
Beauty whom we have described, we have will- 
ingly dedicated this digression, in order to 
account for a line of conduct, which v^e allow 
to seem absolutely unnatural in such a n«^r^. 
tive as the present, though the most commoji 
event in ordinary life ; namely, in Minna's ap-. 
pearing to have over-estimated the taste, talent, 
and ability of a handsome young man^.who was 
dedicating to her his whole time and attention. 
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and whose homage rendered her the envy of 
almost all the other young women of AaA 
numerous party. Perhaps^ if our* fair readers 
wMi take the trouble' to con&ult their own 
boaoms/ they will be disposed to allow, that 
tite^ distinguished good taste exhibited by. any 
individual, who, when his attentions would. b% 
agreeable to a whole cicclev of rivals, sdepts 
one 2L8 their individual object, entitles him, on 
the footing of reciprocity, if on no other, to a 
large share of that one's favourable, and even 
partial esteem. At any rate, if the character 
shall, after all, be deemed inconsistent and 
unnatural, it concerns not us, who record the 
facts as we find them, and pretend no privilege 
for bringing closer to nature those incidents 
which may seem to diverge from it; or for 
reducing to consistence that most inconsistent 
of all created thinjgs — the heart of a beautiful 
aiid admired female. 

Necessity, which teaches all the liberal arts, 
can render us also adepts in dissimulation ; and 
Mordaunt, though a novice, failed not to profit 
in her school. It was manifest, that, in order 
to observe the demeanour of those on whom 
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Ilia attenlion mis iasd^ be wmI neeils pvt 
QOBBtmiii OB ins oim, and appew, at l&mty so 
mach sngaged with 4be damsels beCwixt wkom 
he sate, ^ntM hna and Brsada should sapflbils 
him iadiKsreiit 4o what was posstfeg arovod 
him. The ready chetrfidness of Msddie and 
Clam OioatseMars, who wsie esteemed oonsi^ 
dsnble lenrtones in the isfamd, and were aitids 
moment too happy in feefaig diMmelTeB ssated 
somewhat beyond ike sphere of TigiiaDce i^ 
flaeaoed by their aoat, the good old Lady 
Okmfoarami met and reqnked the a t tempfa i 
which Mofdaant snade to be lively and eater* 
taining ; and they were soon engaged in a gqf 
oonrersation, to whidh, as woal on soch occa*' 
sions, the gentleman contnbated wit^ or what 
passes for sacb, and the ladies thehr pronqit 
laughter and hberal applause. Bat, amidrt diis 
seeming mirth, Mordaant ftiied not, ham. time 
to time, as coyertly as he might, to observe tiie 
conduct of die two daaghtem of Magms ; and 
still it appeared as if the elder, wmipt ap in the 
conversation of Cteveland, did not cast away a 
thought on the rest of the company ; and as if 
Brenda, more openly as she conceived his atten* 
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tion wMbdrawB froia bet, looked with an ex- 
p^esf^iaB bo4b aaxioos and melancholy towards 
tb^ gvotpe oC which be himaelf fonned a parti 
He wa9> Ottioh mo¥ed by the diffidencei^ as well 
w the trouble^ which her looks aeemed to con-* 
vey^ ai)4 todtiy formed the resohitioii of aedc-^ 
ing a iMre fiiU «a;]rfanalto& with her ia the 
QQiirtt^ of Ihe ev eniog. Noma; he renenabercd^ 
hii49tated that dwaa two amiable y^eung wo^ 
mea were m danger, the liatme of which she 
left QflttSfdained, but vAich he suepecled to 
%m» out of thek wwtoking the character of 
thiA daring a&d all^ngroaung stranger; and 
hfit secretly i esoired^ tha^ if possybl^ he would 
be the means of detocting Oerelaady and of 
saying his early iiriends. 

Aa he fvroihred these thoughts, his attention 
tothe liKss Groatsettars gradoalty diminished^ 
and perhiqps he might altogether haye forgotten 
the nooessity of kii appealing i» wninterested 
fi^ctator of what was pa0siQg, had not the 
Mgnal been giren for die ladies rstifffing from 
table. Minna, with a natiire grace, and some- 
what of statebness in h&[ maimer^ bent heir head 
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to the company in general, with a kinder and 
niore particalar expression as her eye reached 
Cleveland. Brenda, with the blush which at-* 
tended her sliglitest personal exertion when 
exposed to the eyes of others, harried thromgb 
the same departing salutation with an embar-* 
rassment which almost amounted to awkward- 
ness, but which her youth and timidity rendered 
at once natural and interesting. Again. Mor- 
daunt thought' that her eye distinguished him 
amidst the numerous company. For the first 
time he ventured to encounter and to return 
the glance ; and the consciousness that he had 
done so^idoubled the glow of Brenda's counted 
nance, while something resembling displeasure 
was blended with her emotion. 

When the ladies had retired, the men betook 
themselves to the deep and serious drinking; 
which, according to the fashion of the times, 
preceded the evening exercise of the dance. Old 
Magnus himself, by precept and example, ex- 
horted them '^ to make the best use of their 
time, since the ladie^ would soon sumioon them 
to shake their feet." At the same time giving 
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the signal to a grey-headed domestic, who 
fitood^ behind him in the dress of a Dantzic 
skipper^ and who added to many othet occupa* 
tions that of butler, " Eric Scambester," he 
said, ''has the good ship the Jolly Mariner of 
Canton, got her cargo on board Y* 
' "Choke-full loaded," answered the Gany- 
mede of Burgh-Westra, " with good Nantz; 
Jamaica sugar, Portugal lemons, not to mention 
nutmeg and toast and water, taken in from the 
Shellicoat spring." , 

^ Loud and long laughed the guests at this 
statefd and regular jest betwixt the Udaller and 
his butler, which always served as a preface to 
the introduction of a punch-bowl of uncommon 
sizey the gift of the captain of one of the Ho- 
nourable East India Company's vessels, which, 
bound from China homeward, had been driven 
north about by stress of weather into Lerwick- 
bay, and had there contrived to get rid of part 
of the cargo, without very scrupulously reckon- 
ing for the King's duties. 

Magnus Troil, having been a large customer, 
besides otherwise obliging Captain Coolie, had 
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been remunemted, on the departure of the 
ship, with this splendid yehicleof cottTiviality, 
at the yery sight of which, as old Eric Scam- 
bester bent nnder its weighty a nmnnnr of 
I4>plaa8e ran throogh the compai^y. 

Those nearest this capacious Mediterranean of 
punch, were accommodated by the UdaU^ with 
their portions, dispensed in huge rummer glasses 
by his own hospitable hand, whilst they who sat 
at a greater distance replenished their cups by 
means of a rich silver flagon, facetiously caUed 
the Pinnace ; which, filled occasionally at the 
bowl, saryed to dispense its liquid treasures to 
the more remote parts of the taUe, and occasion- 
ed many facetious jests on its firequent voyages. 
The commerce of the Zetlanders with foreign 
vessels, and homeward bound West Indiamen, 
had early served to introduce among them the 
general use of the generous beverage, with which 
the Jolly Mariner of Canton was loaded ; nor was 
there a mtm in the Archipelago of Tbule more 
skilled in combining its rich ingredients, than (dd 
EricScambester, who indeed was known far and 
wide through the isles by the name of the Punch- 
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maker, after the fashion of the ancient Norwe^ 

» 

gians) Yfho conferred on R6II0 the Walker, and 
other heroes of thdr strain, epithets expresinve 
of the feats of strength or dextenty in which 
they excelled all other men. 

The good liquor was not slow in performing 
its office of exhilaration, and, as the revel ad« 
vanced, some ancient Norse drinking songs were 
sung with great effect by the guests, tending to 
shew, that if from want of exerdse the martial 
virtues of their ancestors had decayed among 
the Zetlanders, they could still activdy and in- 
tensely enjoy so much of the pleasures of Val- 
halla as consisted in quaffing the oceans of mead 
and brown ale, which were promised by Odin to 
those who should share his Scandinavian para- 
dise. At length, excited by the cup and song, 
the diffident grew bold, and the modest loqua- 
cious — all became desirous of talking, and none 
were willing to listen— €ach man mounted his 
own special hobby-horse, and began eagerly to 
call on his neighbours to witness his agility. 
Amongst others, the little bard, who had now 
got next to our friend Mordaunt Mertoun, evin- 
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ced a positive determiiuUioD to commeice and 
conclude, in all its lon^tude and latitude, the 
story of his introduction to glorious John Dry. 
den ; and Triptolemus Tdlowley, as his sfMrits 
arose, shaking off a feeling of invokintary awe, 
with which he was impressed by the opul^ice indi- 
cated in all he saw around him, as well as by ^le 
respect paid to Magnus Trml by the assembled 
guests, began to broach, to the astonished and 
somewhat offended Udaller, some of those pro- 
jects for ameliorating the islands, which he had 
boasted of to his feUow-travellers upon their 
journey of the morning. 

But the innorations which he suggested, and 
the reception which they met with at the hand of 
Magnus TroO, must be told in the next Chapter* 
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